2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
             Week 10: 3/3 to 3/9


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Romans 12

 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

 9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay,"says the Lord. 20On the contrary:

   "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

      if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Romans 12 Commentary

vv.1-2  “Romans 12:1 – 2 is one of the best-known passages in the Bible — and deservedly so, for we find here a succinct description of the essence of the believer’s response to God’s grace in the gospel of Jesus Christ. It functions as the heading for all the specifics Paul will unpack in the subsequent chapters. Our response is rooted in God’s grace. The NIV’s ‘God’s mercy’ conceals the fact that the Greek word for ‘mercy’ is in the plural (‘mercies’). Paul is reminding us of the many displays of God’s mercy he has touched on in chapters 1 – 11. ‘In view of’ probably modifies ‘urge’; Paul exhorts us in light of the manifold mercy of God. Our obedience is the product of what God has done in our lives, not something we can manufacture on our own.”

 “Paul, unusually, repeats the word ‘well-pleasing’ (NIV, pleasing) in the very next verse, making it clear that for him at least what a Christian does, in Christ and by the Spirit, gives actual pleasure to God.  This is counterintuitive for many Christians, schooled to insist that nothing we do can commend ourselves to God.  But Paul insists in several passages that Christian worship and obedience, holiness and unity do indeed please God, and if we have articulated his other doctrines (e.g., justification) in such a way as to exclude this notion, we have clearly misrepresented him.”

v.1 “In particular, the opening verse indicates that the foundation of all Christian obedience is that those in Christ, indwelt by the Spirit, are to offer to God the true sacrificial worship to which […] the Jerusalem temple had all along pointed. Romans 12:1 […] envisages Jew and Gentile alike joining in worship of the true God under the lordship of the Messiah.  This can hardly be overemphasized.  Paul has spoken of the ‘worship’ that was one of Israel’s privileges (9:4); now he makes it clear, as with other elements in that list, that this worship is now offered by all Christians, Jew and Gentiles alike”

“This offering of ourselves to God constitutes, Paul concludes, our ‘spiritual act of worship.’ ‘Spiritual’ translates a word (logikos) over which there is much debate, as the varied renderings in English translations suggest: ‘spiritual’ (NIV; NRSV; NASB); ‘reasonable’ (KJV); ‘true’ (TEV); ‘offered by mind and heart’ (REB); ‘intelligent’ (Phillips). But when the background is considered […], we think “informed” or ‘understanding’ is the best single equivalent in English. We give ourselves to God as his sacrifices when we understand his grace and its place in our lives. We offer ourselves not ignorantly, like animals brought to slaughter, but intelligently and willingly. This is the worship that pleases God.”

“Paul deliberately uses the word ‘body’ (soma) to describe what we are to offer to God. This word focuses on the ‘embodied’ nature of our persons, reminding us that we are physical beings, interacting with a material world. By using this word, the apostle emphasizes the degree to which our worship should involve even the very prosaic parts of life. As we eat our food, we worship God by thanking him for what he has given us, honoring him with our conversation, and providing for the bodies he has given us. As we sweat on the treadmill, we worship God by seeking to be good stewards of the body he has given us. As we seek (speaking for myself, sometimes in vain) to avoid driving with the same egotistic aggressiveness as others, we worship God by displaying the fruit of his Spirit. We do our work to the best of our ability, worshiping God by giving our best to our employers. 

“One of the greatest temptations in the Christian life is to bifurcate the ‘spiritual’ world from the material, to begin thinking that only certain parts of our lives have eternal significance. All of our life is to be a continuous worship of the God who created and redeemed us.”

v.2 “By the ‘renewing of [the] mind’ we transform ourselves and prove in practice God’s ‘good, pleasing and perfect will.’ When we change the way we think, we change the way we live. Two elements here deserve comment and application. 

“(1) It is a process. The fact that Paul calls on believers to engage in this renewing of the mind shows that it does not automatically happen to us when we believe. God’s Spirit comes to reside in us, and he provides a whole new orientation to our thinking. But our thinking itself is not instantaneously changed. The ruts of the old life are not always easy to get out of. Some of our ways of thinking are deeply ingrained, and they will not disappear overnight. 

“I came to Christ as a twenty-year-old college student, and, almost thirty years later, I am still fighting against the mental habits I developed in my first twenty years. Through his Spirit, God wants to reprogram my thinking. But I must respond to the Spirit’s work and actively engage in the process if it is to happen. 

“The key question then becomes: What are we feeding into our minds? Most Christians have little choice but to spend forty or fifty hours of every week in ‘the world,’ making a living. It is hoped that most Christians also seek to spend time with unbelievers as a means of ministry and evangelism. But if we spend all our discretionary time watching network television, reading secular books, and listening to secular music, it will be a wonder if our minds are not fundamentally secular. Our job is to cooperate with God’s Spirit by seeking to feed into our minds information that will reprogram our thinking in line with the values of the kingdom. 

“(2) Renewing the mind is, by definition, an internal process. In a certain sense, this concept is Paul’s response to a possible criticism of his gospel. If, as he has taught, Christians are no longer ‘under the law,’ that is, bound to the law of Moses (cf. 6:14, 15; 7:4, 6), then what basis can there be for morality? What will direct Christians to live in a way pleasing to God? Paul’s answer is that God is at work in us, changing from within the very way that we think. This is a far better alternative than any law, for no law can conceivably cover all the issue’s we face in life. No matter how detailed, ‘law’ will always fail to cover some situations.”

“The dedicated life is also the transformed life. Whereas v.1 called for a decisive commitment, v.2 deals with the maintenance of that commitment. We must be continually vigilant lest our original decision to serve God is vitiated or weakened. The threat comes from ‘this world’, whose ways and thoughts can so easily impinge on the child of God. Believers have been delivered from this present evil age (Gal 1:4), which has Satan for its god (2Co 4:4), and they live by the powers of the age to come (Heb 6:5). But their heavenly calling includes residence in this world, among sinful people, where they must show forth the praises of him who called them out of darkness into God's marvelous light (1Pe 2:9). They are in the world for witness, not for conformity to that which is a passing phenomenon (1Co 7:31).”

“The will of God (v.2) is identical for all believers in respect to holiness of life and completeness of dedication. But what that will involves for each one with respect to special service in the church may be considerably diverse.”

v.6 “Prophesying in Scripture is not always predicting the future.  Often it means preaching God’s messages (1 Corinthians 14:1-3).”

“Gifts.  Abilities given by the Spirit for the purpose of ministry.  Gifts are supernatural abilities, above and beyond natural talent.  In some cases, however, they may spring from a spiritual empowerment of a person’s natural abilities.”

v.8 “There is the time when mercy has to be shown.  It has to be shown with gracious kindliness, Paul says.  It is possible to forgive in such a way that the very forgiveness is an insult.  It is possible to forgive and at the same time to demonstrate an attitude of criticism and contempt. If ever we have to forgive a sinner, we must remember that we are fellow sinners. ‘There but for the grace of God, go I,’ said George Whitefield as he saw the criminal walk to the gallows.  There is a way of forgiving a man which pushes him further into the gutter; and there is a way of forgiving him which lifts him out of the mire.  Real forgives is always based on love and never on superiority.”

v.9  “The Greek behind the NIV’s ‘Love must be sincere’ has no verb; a very literal rendering would be ‘the love sincere.’ Supplying an imperative verb (as almost all the translations do) is not necessarily wrong, but it obscures the fact that these words seem to be a heading for the rest of the passage. It is as if Paul gives a definition: ‘Love that is sincere will be… .’ The Greek for ‘sincere’ is anypokritos (lit., not hypocritical). The underlying word was often applied to the actor who ‘played a part’ on the stage. Christians can avoid love that is mere ‘play-acting’ if they put into practice the commands that follow.”

“He must hate evil and love good.  Regarding one thing we must be clear – what many people hate is not evil, but the consequences of evil.  No man is really a good man when he is good simply because he fears the consequences of being bad.”

“Love readily suggests purity. The two are found together in God, who is of too pure eyes to behold evil (Hab 1:13) and cannot be tempted by it (Jas 1:13). Hatred of evil therefore readily follows love. To ‘cling to what is good’ (v.9) is to be wedded to it. Total commitment leaves neither time nor inclination to court evil.” 

v.10 "‘Honor one another above yourselves’ (v.10). To ‘honor’ is to accord recognition and show appreciation. This is based not on some personal attractiveness or usefulness but rather on the fact that every Christian has Christ in the heart and can express him through one's own individuality. We honor God when we recognize his transforming work in our lives.”

vv.11-12 “Paul now momentarily directs our attention to the Lord and our service to him before returning to the horizontal relationship within the body of Christ (v.13). After converts have experienced the initial glow and ardor of Christian life there is often danger of slipping back into a deadening spiritual inertia. To counter this, the apostle urges diligent endeavor fed by fervency of spirit. The lack of such fire brought down a rebuke from the Lord on the Laodicean church (Rev 3:15-16). The Lord calls us to serve him with our best. Such service arouses hope in us, tinged with joy, of seeing Jesus in his glory and of being united with him (1Pe 1:7-8). This hope sustains us as his servants, enabling us to be ‘patient in affliction’ (cf. 5:3-4). At this point, Paul's mention of prayer is natural, since it is our great resource when we are under stress and strain.”

v.13 “Even under persecution we should not allow ourselves to be so preoccupied with our own troubles that we become insensitive to the needs of other believers. To share our earthly goods with others is never more meaningful than when people are hard pressed to find sufficient supplies for themselves. When this sharing takes place under one's own roof, it is labeled ‘hospitality’ (lit., ‘love for strangers’). The word ‘practice’ is strong (lit., ‘pursue’), calling for an undiminished ardor in extending this courtesy to traveling believers. The Lord had encouraged his disciples to depend on such kindness during their mission (Mt 10:11). Without hospitality, the spread of the Gospel during the days of the early church would have been greatly impeded. With it, the ‘church in the house’ became a reality (16:23; cf.16:5). What sanctified this practice above all was the realization that in receiving and entertaining travelers, those who opened their doors and their hearts were receiving and entertaining Christ (Mt 10:40; 25:40).”

vv.14-16 “The material in these verses seems to describe a Christian's relations to one's neighbors and friends (including believers), preceded by one reference to their opponents (v.14, anticipating vv.17ff.). 

“Paul's injunction to bless persecutors rather than curse them undoubtedly goes back to our Lord's teaching (Mt 5:44; Lk 6:28). The teaching was incarnated in the Savior himself and became clearly manifested during his trial and his suffering on the cross. Persecution can take various forms, stretching from verbal abuse and social ostracism to the use of violence resulting in death. Some form of persecution was so common in the experience of the early church that Paul can assume as a matter of course that his readers will suffer it. If such treatment is not encountered in our society, we can at least cultivate the readiness to meet it and so fulfill the injunction in spirit. To bless one's persecutors involves praying for their forgiveness and for a change of outlook regarding the Christian faith. It can be done only by the grace of Christ. 

“[…] Paul calls on his readers to share one another's joys and sorrows (v.15; cf. 1Co 12:26). It has often been noted that it is easier to fulfill the second half of this command than the first, because our natural inclination is to feel genuine sympathy for those in sorrow, but to share their joy may present difficulty if another's achievement or good fortune is viewed with envy.”

vv.17-21 “Paul takes his stand alongside believers by giving them explicit counsel about how to face the hostile world. ‘Do not repay evil for evil’ (v.17), for to do so would be to follow the inclination of the sinful human nature. The remainder of v.17 means that believers are constantly under the scrutiny of unsaved people as well as of fellow Christians, and they must be careful that their conduct does not betray the high standards of the Gospel (cf. Col 4:5; 1Ti 3:7). Each situation that holds prospect for a witness to the world should be weighed so that the action taken will not bring unfavorable reflection on the Gospel. 

“The charge to ‘live at peace with everyone’ is hedged about with two qualifying statements. ‘If it be possible’ suggests that there are instances in human relations when the strongest desire for concord will not avail. If disharmony and conflict should come, however, we should accept the responsibility for resolving it. Believers may not be able to persuade the other party, but they can at least refuse to be the instigator of trouble. God wants us to be peacemakers (Mt 5:9). 

“This peace-loving attitude may be costly, however, because some will want to take advantage of it, figuring that Christian principles will not permit the wronged party to retaliate. In such a case, what is to be done? The path of duty is clear: We are not to take vengeance, for vengeance trespasses on the province of God, the great Judge of all. We must ‘leave room for God's wrath’ (v.19), trusting that he will take care of the situation. He will not be too lenient or too severe. Here Paul quotes Dt 32:35, whose context indicates that the Lord will intervene to vindicate his people when their enemies abuse them and gloat over them. 

“Paul does not suggest that God's wrath will be visited on the wrongdoer immediately. On the contrary, the hope is that those who have perpetrated the wrong will have a change of heart, will be convicted of their sin, and will be won over by the refusal of the Christian to retaliate (v.20). Here again Paul lets the OT speak for him (Pr 25:21-22). ‘Burning coals’ are best understood as the burning pangs of shame and guilt. There is, of course, no definite promise at this point that offenders will be converted. By going the second mile and showing unexpected kindness, believers may also spare their companions from having the same experience. In that measure, society has benefited. 

“Guidance on the problem of coping with evil reaches its climax in the final admonition: ‘Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good’ (v.21). Being overcome by evil means to give in to the temptation to meet evil with evil, to retaliate. To overcome evil with good has been illustrated in v.20. The world's philosophy leads people to expect retaliation when they have wronged another. To receive kindness, to see love when it seems uncalled for, can melt the hardest heart.”


Romans 12 DT Questions

Romans 12:1-3

“Our refusal to conform to this world’s values…must go even deeper than the level of behavior and customs—it must be firmly planted in our minds—‘be transformed by the renewing of your mind.’ It is possible to avoid most worldly customs and still be proud, covetous, selfish, stubborn, and arrogant. Only when the Holy Spirit renews, reeducates, and redirects our minds are we truly transformed.”
 

· Why is “in view of God’s mercy” the basis for offering up our bodies as living sacrifices?

· What can I learn from the fact that the command to “not conform any longer to the pattern of this world” primarily involves the “renewing of [the] mind” and thinking of myself with “sober judgment?”

· What is the “pattern of this world” to which I should no longer conform?

· What would it mean for me to daily offer up my body as a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God”?   

Romans 12:4-8

· Reflect on the phrases “do not all have the same function,” “each member belongs to all the others,” and “have different gifts.”  Have I accepted these truths, or is there some degree of resistance to the way these truths worked out in my life?

· Among the gifts listed, which gift do I possess?  Have I been a good steward of these gifts?

· What is the significance that those who have the gift of “showing mercy” are urged to do it cheerfully?  

Romans 12:9-21

· Read this passage several times and meditate on the life that I am called to live.   Imagine a church community seriously carrying out these commands with those who are within the community as well as those without.  Pray for our church to become this kind of community and my part in making that a reality.  Is there a truth that God is particularly convicting me with today based on this passage?  

· How is it possible to “never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord?”  Is Apostle Paul asking the impossible?  What is the relationship between spiritual fervor and the command to “be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer?” 

· Are there some situations where I need to obey the command to “not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good?”
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Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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