2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
        Week 11: 3/10 to 3/16


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Leviticus 16

 1 The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when they approached the LORD. 2 The LORD said to Moses: "Tell your brother Aaron not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die, because I appear in the cloud over the atonement cover.

 3 "This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He is to put on the sacred linen tunic, with linen undergarments next to his body; he is to tie the linen sash around him and put on the linen turban. These are sacred garments; so he must bathe himself with water before he puts them on. 5 From the Israelite community he is to take two male goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.

 6 "Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his household. 7 Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 8 He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. 9 Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. 10 But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into the desert as a scapegoat.

 11 "Aaron shall bring the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his household, and he is to slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. 12 He is to take a censer full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and take them behind the curtain. 13 He is to put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die. 14 He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover.

 15 "He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it. 16 In this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been. He is to do the same for the Tent of Meeting, which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 No one is to be in the Tent of Meeting from the time Aaron goes in to make atonement in the Most Holy Place until he comes out, having made atonement for himself, his household and the whole community of Israel.

 18 "Then he shall come out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He shall take some of the bull's blood and some of the goat's blood and put it on all the horns of the altar. 19 He shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times to cleanse it and to consecrate it from the uncleanness of the Israelites.

 20 "When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat. 21 He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat's head. He shall send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task. 22 The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man shall release it in the desert.

 23 "Then Aaron is to go into the Tent of Meeting and take off the linen garments he put on before he entered the Most Holy Place, and he is to leave them there. 24 He shall bathe himself with water in a holy place and put on his regular garments. Then he shall come out and sacrifice the burnt offering for himself and the burnt offering for the people, to make atonement for himself and for the people. 25 He shall also burn the fat of the sin offering on the altar.

 26 "The man who releases the goat as a scapegoat must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; afterward he may come into the camp. 27 The bull and the goat for the sin offerings, whose blood was brought into the Most Holy Place to make atonement, must be taken outside the camp; their hides, flesh and offal are to be burned up. 28 The man who burns them must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; afterward he may come into the camp.

 29 "This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month you must deny yourselves and not do any work—whether native-born or an alien living among you- 30 because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins. 31 It is a sabbath of rest, and you must deny yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance. 32 The priest who is anointed and ordained to succeed his father as high priest is to make atonement. He is to put on the sacred linen garments 33 and make atonement for the Most Holy Place, for the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and for the priests and all the people of the community.

 34 "This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites."

      And it was done, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Leviticus 16 - DT Questions

Leviticus 16:1-2
· What does the fact that Aaron could not enter the Most Holy Place whenever he chose to tell me about how I should approach God especially in light of what happened to Aaron’s sons [Num 3:4]?

Leviticus 16:6, 9

· What can I learn from the fact that Aaron needed to make a sacrifice of atonement for himself before he could act as a priest for the people? 
Leviticus 16:13-14

· How is the fact that smoke from incense is required to conceal the atonement cover (presence of God) a reflection of God’s mercy towards us? 
Leviticus 16:21
· How might Aaron have felt as he confessed the wickedness, rebellion and all the sins of the Israelites, laid them on the goat and released it?
· Why would it have been necessary to go through the arduous and painful process of confessing all the sins of the Israelites? 

· When was the last time I went through a detailed confession of my sin? Write a prayer of confession.  

· How does it make me feel that my sins are placed on a ‘scapegoat’ and sent away, never more to return? Meditate on the fact that Jesus became that scapegoat for me [Hebrews 10:5-10].

· How does this give me confidence in God’s forgiveness? Write a prayer of thanksgiving in light of Jesus’ sacrifice for my sin.  
Leviticus 16:29-31
· What is the significance of the Israelites being told to deny themselves and not do any work on the Day of Atonement?
· In what way is not doing any work a form of self-denial?
Leviticus 16 - Commentary

· Introduction

· “Throughout the year, sacrifices at the Israelite sanctuary removed sins and severe physical ritual impurities from those who offered them here.  All this contact with human faults and faultiness meant that the sanctuary itself needed periodic cleansing so that they holy Lord could continue to reside there.  If it became excessively polluted, he would abandon it.  As a result, once a year, on the tenth day of the seventh month, the high priest performed a special complex of rituals to purify the entire sanctuary.  Since the purgation involved the high priest approaching the Presence of God in the Most Holy Place, which he could enter only on this day, it was the most awesome, climactic day of the year.  Its biblical name is, “the Day of Purgation,” known today as Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement.

· Purging moral faults and ritual impurities out of the sanctuary was not enough.  The sins had to be permanently banished from the Israelite camp in which the Lord dwelt.  So the high priest used a live goat, the so-called “scapegoat”, as a ritual garbage truck to haul the moral faults of all Israelites, both priests and laity, into the desert and leave them here.  While the high priest was cleansing the sanctuary and camp on their behalf, the rest of the Israelites were to participate and therby show loyalty to God by practicing self-denial through fasting and by resting from work.  Through the purification of the sanctuary, the people themselves were morally purified from all their sins.”
  

vv.1-10 “The mention of the death of the two sons of Aaron shows that chronologically this law of the Day of Atonement was not given until near the end of the stay at Sinai, which is one good reason why it is not found in Exodus. The occasion of the institution was the necessity to protect the priests in their ministry. It appears probable that Nadab and Abihu had entered the Most Holy Place. This privilege and duty were now limited to the high priest who "entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance" (Heb 9:7). Christ, as Hebrews emphasizes, has entered heaven itself once for all with his own blood, "having obtained eternal redemption" (Heb 9:12).

    The "Most Holy Place" behind the curtain was the inner shrine where the ark was kept. The golden lid of the sacred chest, the "atonement cover" (called the "mercy seat" in KJV), is better translated "the atonement place." The emphasis is on the atonement rather than on the mercy lying behind the atonement. In the symbolism of the tabernacle, this inner shrine was the dwelling of God; and the place above the ark was the place where he would meet with humans. But the holiness of God was so awesome that for sinners to approach him carelessly and without an atoning sacrifice could be fatal--as it was for Nadab and Abihu (cf. Jn 14:6).

    A young bull was the sin offering specified for a priest (4:3). This was to be followed by a burnt offering. These offerings were for Aaron himself, that he might be cleansed and consecrated afresh before acting as priest for the people. Hebrews 7:27 declares that Christ had no need of this first cleansing sacrifice. Christ is the perfect Priest. Aaron was but a human type.

    What is the "scapegoat"? In later Jewish theology the Book of Enoch uses the word as a name for one of the fallen angels, Azazel. Enoch's extensive demonology is demonstrably late (c. 200 B.C.). It often uses late Aramaic forms for names of the demons, which suggests that they were of postbiblical invention. Enoch is dependent on Lev 16 rather than vice versa and is no guide to the interpretation of Leviticus.

·     A much simpler view goes back to the LXX of 200 B.C. The first part of "Azazel" can mean "goat" and the last part is from a verb that means "go away." Compound nouns like this are rare in ancient Hebrew, but new evidence for them is turning up in Ugaritic. It is simply the designation of the goat to be taken away, the escape goat. In Nu 29:11 the escape goat is called "the sin offering for atonement."”

vv.11-14  “The formula for the "fragrant incense" is given in Ex 30:34-38. It was not to be used for private perfume, for it was holy. This incense was not burned on the altar of incense in the Holy Place but in the censer that Aaron was to carry into the Most Holy Place. The smoke of the incense in the dark shrine would add to the awesomeness of Aaron's work in the annual blanket atonement for Israel's sins.

    The "Testimony" was the tablets of the Ten Commandments (Ex 25:16; 31:18); thus the tent is called the tabernacle of the Testimony. The phrase "ark of the Testimony" is used eleven times in Exodus, twice in Numbers, and once in Joshua. The more usual name is the "ark of the covenant," used twice in Numbers, four times in Deuteronomy, and often in the later histories, Joshua-2 Chronicles. It is clear that the tablets of the law are also called the "testimony" and the "covenant," and this is the reason for the phrase "ark of the covenant" (2Ch 6:11). Studies of ancient treaties draw attention to the nature of the Ten Commandments as sharing parts of the treaty form of early times.

·     In this most solemn act of worship in the inner shrine, the blood sprinkled before God symbolizes the substitutionary atonement. "Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Heb 9:22).”

· “’Mercy Seat (or lid/cover of the ark) is derived from the verb ‘kippur’, meaning ‘to purify’ or ‘to ransom by means of a substitute’.  On top of the ark were two cherubs facing each other and extending out to the width of the room.  The LXX (Septuagint) renders ‘mercy seat’ in the Greek as ‘instrument of propitiation’.  Because of what was transacted at this spot every year on the Day of Atonement, it became known as God’s seat of mercy from which atonement was granted.  The notion that it formed a footstool for God’s feet comes from Ps 99:1, which extols the Lord who reigns and who ‘sits enthroned upon the cherubim’ […] There is no doubt about the propitiatory nature of what takes place in this most holy place, the innermost sanctum of the tabernacle.  Aaron then sprinkles the blood of the bull, slain for himself and his family, seven times, either upon or toward the mercy seat.  The high priest must enter behind the veil alone without anyone else in the tabernacle.”
 

vv.15-19 “The same ritual is now repeated by Aaron for the people. The newly cleansed priest representatively bears the nation before God for atonement. The shrine, the whole tent, and the bronze altar must be cleansed by the sin offering because these things dwell among an unclean people. It is clear that the ritual cleansing of the tabernacle furniture was not due to its physical uncleanness. Rather, it stemmed from the Israelites whose sin and rebellion defiled the tabernacle when they worshiped.”

vv.20-22 “The ceremony of the imposition of hands is conclusive on the point that it pictures a transfer of sin to the head of another.  Even though what we see is true only in a typical fashion, it nevertheless effectively demonstrates that expiation and propitiation are taking place.  Yet so real is this transfer of wickedness, sin and rebellion on the head of this substitute that the man who takes the goat into the wilderness, as he leads it away, is himself said to become polluted and made unclean because of his contact with the sin-laden goat.  This one sin offering comes in two parts, since the first goat that dies cannot be brought back to life to transact the second part of the ritual.  It clearly sets for h the teaching that sins are forgiven on the basis of a substitute (the first goat)_ and sins are forgotten and removed from us, as the psalmist said, ‘as far as the east is from the west’ (Ps 103.12).  The first animal pictures the means used for atonement – i.e. the shedding of the blood of an innocent substitute- and the second animal pictures the effect, the removal of the guilt.”

vv.20-28 “Attention has already been called to the part of the ritual for sacrifice wherein the symbolism of transfer of sins is prominent (cf. 1:4 et al.). In this special case the symbolism is quite clear. The priest confesses Israel's sins over the goat, putting them on the goat, who then bears them away. Of course, this was only symbolic. The NT antitype is our union with Christ (Ro 6:5), in virtue of which "he himself bore our sins in his body on the tree" (1Pe 2:24). The divine order set forth here is, first, sins must be dealt with; then comes worship and consecration. Aaron's own burnt offering was delayed until the sin offerings were all completed; then both Aaron's and the people's burnt offerings were acceptable. The sin offering for a priest and the sin offering for the nation were to have the carcasses burned outside the camp (cf. 4:12, 21). Hebrews 13:11-12 applies this principle to the death of Christ, who suffered outside the gate as a sin offering.”

vv.29-34  “A series of holy days clusters in the fall in the Jewish calendar. The phrase "deny yourselves" probably signifies fasting. It is used in conjunction with fasting in Ps 35:13 and in parallel with fasting in Isa 58:3 (where in both instances it is referred to as humbling). But as the context in Isa 58 shows, God's injunction was not for mere external fasting but for fasting as an accompaniment of true repentance and new obedience. The title "high priest" is not common in the OT, but this verse shows that a hereditary succession is in view. The conclusion to the whole chapter does not mention the cleansing of tabernacle furniture but specifies that atonement was thus ‘made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.’”

“The most important duty for the people is reserved almost to the last in these instructions that otherwise are given mainly for Aaron and his sons.  The people are to ‘deny themselves’ or ‘afflict their souls’.  The expression involves the word which means ‘to humble oneself’.  It appears frequently in the instructions of the Day of Atonement.  The only other places where this expression occurs are in Ps 35:13-14 and in Isa 58:3, 5.  For the psalmist, the humbling of oneself is defined by its association with fasting: “I put on sackcloth/and humbled myself with fasting/I went about mourning.”  The principle, then, is one of contriteness and godly sorrow for the sins committed during the year.  While all sins, including all wickedness and even outright rebellion against God are forgivable, there is no mechanical or purely rote manner in which carte blanche is given to all persons, regardless of their inner disposition.  The heart attitude has to accompany the request ofr forgiveness.  This aspect of fasting and humbling oneself can be seen on days of national repentance.  At these times people mourn over their sins and through self-denial call out to God for forgiveness and deliverance.”
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Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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