2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 12: 3/17 to 3/23


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Mark 14

 1Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him. 2"But not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot."

 3While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

 4Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? 5It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly.

 6"Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."

 10Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 11They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

 12On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, "Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"

 13So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there."

 16The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.

 17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me."

 19They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?"

 20"It is one of the Twelve," he replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."

 22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body."

 23Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

 24"This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them. 25"I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God."

 26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

 27"You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written: 

   " 'I will strike the shepherd, 

      and the sheep will be scattered.' 28But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."

 29Peter declared, "Even if all fall away, I will not."

 30"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times."

 31But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same.

 32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."

 35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba,[e] Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."

 37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

 39Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him.

 41Returning the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"

 43Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.

 44Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 45Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 46The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

 48"Am I leading a rebellion," said Jesus, "that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 49Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled." 50Then everyone deserted him and fled.

 51A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, 52he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.

 53They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came together. 54Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.

 55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.

 57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.' " 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.

 60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.        Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?"

 62"I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

 63The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked. 64"You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?"

   They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, "Prophesy!" And the guards took him and beat him.

 66While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. 

      "You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus," she said.

 68But he denied it. "I don't know or understand what you're talking about," he said, and went out into the entryway.

 69When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, "This fellow is one of them." 70Again he denied it.        After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean."

 71He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, "I don't know this man you're talking about."

 72Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice[i] you will disown me three times." And he broke down and wept.

Mark 15
 1Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.

 2"Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate. 

       "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.

 3The chief priests accused him of many things. 4So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of."

 5But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

 6Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.

 9"Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, 10knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.

 12"What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate asked them.

 13"Crucify him!" they shouted.

 14"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. 

       But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"

 15Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

 16The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers. 17They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18And they began to call out to him, "Hail, king of the Jews!" 19Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
The Crucifixion

 21A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 23Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.

 25It was the third hour when they crucified him. 26The written notice of the charge against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27They crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save yourself!"

 31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

 33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"—which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

 35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah."

 36One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take him down," he said.

 37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

 38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!"

 40Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.

 42It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.
Mark 14-15 – Commentary

Introduction:

“During the Passover festival, an estimated 85,000 to 300,000 pilgrims flocked to the city of Jerusalem, which had a population estimated at 60,000 to 120,000. The sounds and smells of hordes of people and animals filled the city. The story of Jesus’ being left behind by his parents in the temple (Luke 2:41 – 44) shows the chaos that resulted from the crush of people. Most of these pilgrims slept in tents or boarded in the towns of the surrounding countryside. The atmosphere may have been much like a state fair. 

The celebration of appointed times reminded Israel of its inheritance. Passover commemorated the liberation of the nation from Egypt, when God sent a plague that took the lives of the Egyptians’ firstborn. The Israelites were spared by dabbing their doorways with the blood of a slaughtered lamb. Many in Jesus’ day saw this first deliverance as the model for their final liberation. Pilgrims came to commemorate this event filled with hopes and expectations that the Messiah would eventually come to deliver Israel from foreign oppression and economic misery during the night of Passover. 
It was a particularly nervous time for the high priests and their police force since the chance for an outbreak of riots increased dramatically during this time. The Roman governor usually moved to Jerusalem from his headquarters in Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast to monitor the volatile mobs of fervent pilgrims. The slightest provocation could set them off, and Josephus duly records the disturbances that broke out during a festival.”

vv. 1-11 “The next scene finds Jesus dining at the home of Simon the leper. Mark gives no details about who this Simon is or how Jesus happens to be in his house. He is only interested in what happens when an anonymous woman breaks into the company of men and pours precious perfume over Jesus’ head. She breaks a costly jar containing pure nard, and the even more costly perfume streams out. Mark pegs its value at three hundred denarii, almost a year’s wage for a day laborer (see Matt. 20:4, 10). According to Mark 6:37, two hundred denarii would have been sufficient to provide a meal for five thousand people. 

This woman’s act of extraordinary adoration is sandwiched between extraordinary malice and betrayal. […] the temple hierarchy, “looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him” (14:1). Immediately after the anointing, we learn of Judas’s duplicity as he offers to betray Jesus to the chief priests: “So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over” (14:11).”

“She broke the flask and poured it on His head: The flask was a small bottle with a thin neck and the bottle was opened by breaking the neck of the bottle. Mark's wording indicates that she poured the entire contents of the bottle on Jesus' head.

When a guest arrived for a meal, it was customary to anoint the guest's head with a dab of oil. Here, this woman goes much farther than the customary greeting. She poured the entire contents of an alabaster flask of very costly oil on the head of Jesus. This was a wonderful, perceptive act of Mary. Jesus just rode into Jerusalem as a King - shouldn't kings be anointed? Mary understood this, but the disciples didn't.”

vv. 4-9 “Judas may have started the criticism, but he wasn't alone for long. Mark makes it clear that they criticized her sharply. Each one looked at the oil on Jesus' head and considered it wasted. We can imagine that Mary started to wonder if she did something wrong.

Even the most prominent followers of our Lord can be wrong, and it must have stung the woman to hear Judas - so respected among the disciples - to openly criticize her. Nevertheless, she made no effort to defend herself, but simply loved Jesus and let Him do the defending.”

“Mark’s readers can understand the indignant question, “Why the waste?” in a different sense. Something of great value was poured out in 14:3. Jesus ties this act to his upcoming death. In 14:24, in the words of institution, Jesus says that his blood is poured out for the many. It is of inestimable value; no price can be put on it. In other words, the woman’s pouring out of costly perfume foreshadows the costliness of the pouring out of Jesus’ blood. Why waste Jesus on a cross? The answer to this question is to be found in the very attitudes of the indignant grumblers, the treacherous leaders of the nation, and the traitorous false disciple. The world needs saving. The text resounds with the affirmation that neither the pure nard poured out for Jesus nor his blood poured for the many is a waste.”

vv. 12-26 “Eating the bread and drinking the cup of wine is not some magic ritual, however. It brings no automatic guarantee of salvation. One does not become a beneficiary of Jesus’ redemptive death through participation in any rite. Did Judas partake of the bread and drink the cup? If he did, it had no salvific effect (Acts 1:25). Even Jesus’ stern warning has no immediate effect. Jesus lets Judas know that he is on to his conspiracy and thereby gives him one last chance to turn from his course. Jesus went as it was written of him in Scripture; but Judas was under no divine necessity to betray his Master. He voluntarily chose to ignore Jesus’ alarm and apparently left to fulfill his bargain with the priests, still unsuspected by the other disciples. 

If Judas participated with the other disciples in the meal, and there is no indication in the text that he did not, then eating the bread and drinking the cup must be internalized for it to be saving. The new covenant must be written on the hearts of God’s people (Jer. 31:31 – 34). This sacramental aspect of the Lord’s Supper was misconstrued at Corinth. They thought that it was the food of immortality that enabled them to participate in the glorification of the Lord, which in turn made them immune from suffering and from God’s judgment (see 1 Cor. 10:3 – 5). Paul had to remind them that when they ate this bread and drank this cup, they proclaimed the Lord’s death until he returned (1 Cor 11:26). They participated in his death. The implication was that one might not partake of the Lord’s Supper and take life easy or not make sacrifices.”

vv. 20-21 “The horror for Mark is that “one who is eating with me” (14:18), “one of the Twelve” (14:20a), “one who dips bread into the bowl with me” (14:20b) will hand Jesus over. Eating bread with someone barred one from hostile acts against that person. Table fellowship had more significance for Jews than simply a social gathering. Eating together was evidence of peace, trust, forgiveness, and brotherhood.  To betray the one who had given you his bread was a horrendous act (see Ps. 41:9; John 13:18).”

vv. 22-25 “What is significant is that Jesus uses an article of food so simple and so universal that the disciples can never again recline at a meal, take bread, bless it, and break it without thinking of the last night that they were together with their Lord. 

[…]

After the blessing of the cup, Jesus gives it to them. Mark reports that after they have all drunk from the cup, Jesus announces, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many” (14:24). Years of taking communion have so conditioned us that we hardly blink an eye over this statement. Think of what that might have meant to a Jew in the first century. You have drunk from the cup, and the host says, “This is my blood.” Jewish aversion to blood is notorious. Genesis 9:4 forbade the consumption of blood, which was enjoined on all persons and was therefore more universal than the Decalogue (see Acts 15:20, 29). The law forbade the drinking of blood because it was “the life” and because it had been ordained of God as a means of atonement. Any animals killed for human consumption had to be drained of all blood before being eaten. Therefore, to drink blood was not only to break a universal commandment but to desecrate something that was holy.

[…]

(2) Mark makes it clear that they all drank from the one cup rather than from individual cups, as was customary (14:23). Drinking the cup of someone meant entering into a communion relationship with that person, to the point that one shared that person’s destiny, good or ill.  Jesus had asked James and John if they were able to drink the cup that he would drink and then assured them that they would (10:38 – 39). Not only did all the disciples have to overcome the offense of a suffering Messiah and begin to understand his death as an atoning death for the many, they also had to overcome the offense that they were to follow in the way of their Master and accept his destiny of suffering for themselves.”

vv. 29-31 “This competitive egotism, “Even if all fall away, I will not,” will never go willingly to a cross. Consequently, Peter’s failure at the crucial moment will be immortalized. Jesus does not call him to undergo the death of a valiant bodyguard, cut down in a heroic last stand. He must take up his cross and put to death the selfish ambition and self-centered purpose, no matter how sincere and noble it might appear. The scattering of the disciples, therefore, already begins when Peter speaks for himself and not for the others. He relies on his own power. The other disciples follow Peter’s lead and join in protest that they will never be false to Jesus.”

vv. 32-42 “Gethsemane: This is a place just east of the temple mount area in Jerusalem, across the ravine of the Brook Kidron, and on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. Surrounded by ancient olive trees, Gethsemane means "olive press" - it was a place where olives from the neighborhood were crushed for their oil. So too, the Son of God would be crushed here.”

“The hour has come, and the disciples are found snoozing. They fail miserably in their responsibilities. A nameless woman anoints Jesus for his burial over the objections of his friends. A bystander carries his cross. A pagan centurion who supervises his execution makes the public confession that he is the Son of God. A council member who probably participated in his condemnation obtains the body and buries it in his tomb. Women followers watch him die on the cross and go later to anoint the body. By contrast, the male disciples doze while he shudders in horror, betray him, flee for their lives when he is hauled away, and deny him while he is being condemned to death. They do not keep watch but fall asleep.”

“What does the reader then learn from this struggle? (1) Jesus’ grappling with God’s will reveals that he is not “a joyful martyr bent on self destruction, not an unwilling pawn forced into sacrifice … he is a courageous hero who knows what dangers lie ahead and resolves to do the will of God (see 3:35).” The cross is God’s decision for him. It comes to him as a cup that needs to be drunk. He must be obedient […] (2) Jesus’ intense distress is overcome by intense prayer. Jesus accepts God’s will the same way we must — through prayer.”

vv. 44-45 “The sign of the kiss reflects the normal greeting one gave a respected teacher. One kissed the hand out of deference or the cheek if one considered oneself an equal. Judas addresses Jesus with the honorific title, “Rabbi,” and kisses him. […]Judas gives Jesus no sign that their fellowship has been broken. He wants everything to appear normal up to the last second, when guards rush to capture him. He turns him over to a certain death with a warm gesture of love or the customary greeting of respect, turning a sign of intimacy and goodwill into a sign of infamy and death. Note the biblical precedent for this treachery in 2 Samuel 20:9-10.”

vv. 51-52 “Now a certain young man followed Him . . . and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked: Jesus is forsaken even by a young follower, who in the confusion fled naked. Since the earliest days of the church, commentators have supposed this young man to be Mark himself. It was his humble way of saying, "I was there."

Lane writes that Mark recorded this "To emphasize the fact that all fled, leaving Jesus alone in the custody of the police. No one remained with Jesus, not even a valiant young man who intended to follow him.”

vv. 53-59 “They led Jesus away to the high priest: This trial of Jesus was terribly illegal according to Jewish law. There was much in the Jewish legal process to protect the rights of the accused, and all of this was ignored and deliberately broken by those who were determined to put Jesus to death.”

vv. 57-59 “Since what the witnesses say about Jesus’ stance toward the temple seems close to the truth, and since this charge resurfaces when passersby taunt him with it while he hangs from the cross (15:29), how is their testimony false? 
[…] Perhaps Mark regards their testimony to be false because of a technicality. Jesus never explicitly said that he would destroy the temple and rebuild it. He only implied that God had judged it and would allow it to be destroyed. Most likely, however, Mark emphasizes that the testimony of the witnesses is false primarily because of the second element in the charge. His first readers may have held out hopes that Jesus as the Messiah would build another temple. Since Scripture mentions that David’s offspring would build a house for God’s name, some probably assumed that Jesus would do that (2 Sam. 7:13). Mark therefore makes it clear that Jesus never claimed he would build another earthly temple, and thus no one should expect any kind of earthly temple.”

vv. 61-65 “What is blasphemous about the answer in 14:62? 
[…] Jesus claims to be more than the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One. He understands his Sonship to be on a higher plane than that implied in Psalm 2:7 and 2 Samuel 7:14 for the Davidic king. His affirmation far surpasses any current conception about the Messiah, because he implies that he has divine authority, and they will one day see it. This implication would be blasphemy if it proved to be wrong.  Either the high priest is correct that Jesus is a deluded blasphemer, or Jesus is correct and the high priest is the deluded blasphemer. The high priest is shocked, for Jesus’ confession confirms his suspicions that Jesus is guilty of hybris against God, not only claiming to be the Messiah, the Son of God, but also claiming the divine right of judgment at the end time.”

vv. 53-54, 66-72 “Peter’s trial in the courtyard is a parody of his Lord’s. He may have remembered his rash pledge to die with Jesus and tries to follow through, but he only trails from a safe distance (14:54) after Jesus’ arrest. He then sits with Jesus’ captors. While Jesus is under fire inside, Peter warms himself by the fire outside (14:54, 66). As Jesus confesses under immense pressure and hostility that seals his fate, Peter capitulates under the gentlest of pressure and lies to save himself.”

“The violence of his sorrow is emphasized by the verb epiballo, but it is hard to translate. It means “to throw over” or “to cast upon.” Perhaps “he threw himself down,” or “he broke down and wept” (NIV, NRSV), or “he dashed outside” (see Matt. 26:75; Luke 22:62). He does not rend his garments as the high priest did, but he does rend his heart (cf. Joel 2:12 – 13) over his great sin. When Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ (Mark 8:29), Jesus admonished his disciples, “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels” (8:38). Billows of shame now wash over Peter because he was ashamed to be associated with Jesus.”

Chapter 15

vv. 1-5 “Delivered Him to Pilate: Why did the Jewish leaders take Jesus to Pilate at all? First, they did not have the legal right to execute their own criminals because Rome revoked that right in 7 A.D. At the time, the Jews regarded this loss as a national disaster because to them it was the final proof that they no longer had the basic right of self-government: to punish their own criminals, and it demonstrated that they were totally under the boot of Rome.

Delivered Him to Pilate: The Jewish leaders had reason to expect a favorable result when they sent Jesus to Pilate. Secular history shows us he was a cruel, ruthless man, and completely insensitive to the moral feelings of others - surely, they thought, Pilate will put this Jesus to death.”

“Much to Pilate’s consternation, Jesus chooses to answer the charge enigmatically and then to remain silent (15:2 – 5). Jesus responds to the question, “Are you king of the Jews?” with (lit.) “You say.” This phrase can have a variety of meanings, depending on the inflection. The NIV translation, “Yes, it is as you say,” is possible; but it is more likely that Jesus’ answer is less direct, “You say so,” or “Whatever you say.” Jesus refuses to defend himself and implicate his fellow Jews in a Gentile’s court. His silence before such charges evokes Pilate’s amazement. The governor may want to release Jesus, but he cannot release someone who refuses to deny such a serious charge.”

v. 15 “Pilate hands Jesus over to be crucified, and scourging was a customary preliminary. Prisoners to be flogged were bound to a pillar or post and given strokes with a flagellum. This lash was different from the simple whip. It consisted of leather thongs plaited with pieces of bone, lead, or bronze. It was fittingly called a scorpion. There were no prescribed number of lashes, and sometimes the scourging itself was fatal. The balls (sometimes having hooks) would cause deep contusions as the flesh was literally ripped into bloody ribbons. Significant blood loss could also occur, critically weakening the victim. It was so horrible that Suetonius claimed even the cruel emperor Domitian was appalled by it.”

vv. 21-32 “Execution of the condemned criminals was a public affair. Wells comments: “The Romans had a highly developed and theatrical sense of the public ceremonial.” […] This horrible means of execution served two purposes. (1) It punished the criminal by prolonging the pain for as long as possible. Victims could linger on crosses for days as they slowly died from asphyxiation from muscle fatigue. 

(2) The public exposure served also as a warning and a deterrent. The victim was paraded through the streets with a placard announcing the crime and was then hanged on a cross strategically placed beside well-traveled roads. His torment would then strike fear into the hearts of those who happened to pass by.”

v. 21 “Simon is “passing by” just as Jesus was passing by when he called the first disciples (1:16) and Levi (2:14). Simon comes from the country or the field into the city; he must reverse direction as the guards take Jesus outside the city to execute him. Mark identifies Simon as from Cyrene in North Africa and as the father of Rufus and Alexander. 6 Most likely, his name is remembered because he later became a Christian. Mark mentions the names of his two sons (who do not figure in the plot) because they were known to the first readers of this Gospel. Paul mentions a Rufus in Romans 16:13.”

v. 33 “Mark tolls the hours during the crucifixion. It is the third hour (9:00 A.M.) when they crucify him. Darkness covers the land at the sixth hour (high noon); and Jesus cries out in a loud voice at the ninth hour, the Jewish hour of prayer (15:34 – 35).”

vv. 29-32 “Their jeers underscore Mark’s point. He saved others — the disciples in the midst of a sea storm; the woman with a hemorrhage — and he truly cannot save himself. Were he to save himself, he could not save others from something more deadly than storms or illnesses. The nails do not hold him fast to the cross; the love of God constrains him. He himself taught that whoever wants to save his own life will ultimately lose it (8:35). His detractors cannot understand this way of looking at life. They cannot see that he dies as a ransom for many (10:45) or that his body is being broken and his blood is poured out for the many (14:22 – 25).”

v. 34 “Some explain the cry from the perspective of God’s holy wrath and the character of sin that cuts the sinner off from God (see Isa. 59:2). Jesus drank the bitter cup of God’s wrath on the cross and took our place, just as he had taken Barabbas’s place to face the judgment on sin that was deservedly ours. Paul writes, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21; see also Gal. 3:13). The darkness that crept over the land signifies the judgment of God, and Jesus was on the wrong end of it. As a substitute for sinners, he bore the punishment that was due us, and his cry expressed profound horror at his separation from God. He encountered the evil within and without the soul of humans and cried out when he sensed God’s turning away from that evil as he died on the wood of the cross (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). In that fearful hour, Jesus bore in his own consciousness the utmost penalty and cried out as one abandoned by God to the terrible abyss. Calvin reasoned: “If Christ had died only a bodily death, it would have been ineffectual. … Unless his soul shared in the punishment, he would have been the Redeemer of bodies alone.”

vv. 38 “The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom: The tearing of the temple veil signifies that now man has free access to the throne of grace by the cross, and that no one should ever think again that God dwells in temples made with hands. Significantly, as the wall of separation between God and man is removed, the veil is torn from top to bottom.”

v. 39 “For the Romans, “the notion of power was central to the definition of deity,”  and the title “Son of God” properly belonged only to the emperor, who embodied Rome’s majesty. Remarkably, this soldier bestows the title on a Jew who has just been executed. He must have changed his mind not only about Jesus but also about what it meant to be a son of God. Divinity was no longer associated with the splendor and military might of an empire. It resided where there was no apparent splendor or might. 
[…]

To make his confession, the centurion also must have completely revised his understanding of power. The power that Rome represented was coercive. It forced others to submit or else. Jesus’ powerless death exerts a different kind of power from what the centurion had served and used on others. He recognized that true power, which was revealed in the cross, is not coercive, exploitative, or manipulative. The power he served crushed others and transformed life into death. The power of the cross gives itself for others and transforms death into life.”

v. 43 “Mark describes Joseph as “a prominent member of the Council.” He could be a member of his village council, but the reader would naturally identify him as a member of the council that condemned Jesus for blasphemy (14:64). Mark also describes him with emphasis as one who was “waiting for the kingdom of God.” This phrase identifies him as a pious man (see Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25, 38), which may explain his motivation for claiming the body. Risk is involved because Mark tells us that he “dares” (“went boldly,” NIV) to ask Pilate for the corpse.”

Mark 14-15 – DT Questions

Mark 14:1-11

· Why did the disciples get indignant at the woman?  Contrast Jesus’ response, calling the woman’s act “beautiful” while the disciples called it a “waste.” 

· What does the disciples’ response to the woman’s act reveal about their view of Jesus and their values? 

· What about the woman’s act warrants it being told wherever the Gospel is preached throughout the world? 

· Are there areas of Christian sacrifice or service that elicits the response, “Why this waste,” from me? 

Mark 14:12-21

· What might have been Jesus’ heart towards Judas as he told the disciples one of them would betray him? 

· What must have happened in Judas’ heart for him to hear what Jesus said in verses 17-21, and yet betray Jesus? Are there ways that I identify with Judas?

Mark 14:22-26

· Meditate on the words, “this is my body” and “this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.”  How personal are these words to me?

Mark 14:27-42

· Meditate on the picture of Jesus’ anguished prayer at Gethsemane.  What can I learn about struggling to submit to God’s will?  

· How does this picture speak to me about what it took for Jesus to go to the cross? 

Mark 14:43-52  

· What is ironic about Judas betraying Jesus, his “rabbi,” with a kiss?  Are there ways that I might use my outward actions and words to disguise what’s truly in my heart?  

Mark 14:53-72

· What is tragically ironic about the picture of Peter following at a distance, warming himself by the fire and denying Jesus three times after his emphatic vow in v. 31? 

· Meditate on Jesus remaining silent in the face of accusation.  

Mark 15:1-20

· What ultimately motivated Pilate to release Barabbas instead of Jesus?  What did he forfeit in making this decision?  What decisions have I made to “satisfy the crowd” and what did I forfeit when I made those decisions?  

· What is reflected about human nature in the soldiers’ mocking and striking of Jesus?  

Mark 15:21-47

· Embedded within the mocking words of the chief priests and teachers of the law lies the mantra of the day, “Save yourself!”  How does this mantra play out in my own life and in the world?  

· Think about the anguish in Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” [cf. Psalm 22]  To what extent do I appreciate what Jesus endured for me? 

· What is the significance of the curtain being torn in two from top to bottom?  

· How deeply do I agree with the centurion’s exclamation that, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”  How does this truth affect me?  

· Read Isaiah 53:1-12.  Meditate on the crucifixion.  Write a personal prayer of response.  

Mark 14-15

· Think about the cast of characters in these chapters.  What were their motivations?  What drove them to do what they did or didn’t do?  In what ways can I identify with:

· The woman w/ the alabaster jar

· Judas

· Peter

· The disciples

· The chief priests / elders / teachers of the law

· Barabbas

· Pilate

· The women

· The crowd

· The soldiers
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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