2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 13: 3/24 to 3/30


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Luke 24

 1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' " 8Then they remembered his words.

 9When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

 13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.

 17He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?"

   They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"

 19"What things?" he asked.

   "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."

 25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

 28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.

 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"

 33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

 36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."

 37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."

 40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.

 44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

Luke 24 – Commentary

24:6,7  “The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the central fact of Christian history.  On it, the church is built; without it, there would be no Christian church today.  Jesus’ resurrection is unique.  Other religions have strong ethical systems, concepts about paradise and afterlife, and various Holy Scriptures.  Only Christianity has a God who became human, literally died for his people, and was raised again in power and glory to rule his church forever.  Why is the resurrection so important?

(1) Because Christ was raised from the dead, we know the kingdom of heaven has broken into earth’s history.  Our world is now headed for redemption, not disaster.  God’s mighty power is at work destroying sin, creating new lives, and preparing us for Jesus’ second coming.  

(2) Because of the resurrection, we know that death has been conquered, and we too will be raised from the dead to live forever with Christ. 

(3) The resurrection gives authority to the church’s witness in the world.  Look at the early evangelistic sermons in the book of Acts: the apostles’ most important message was the proclamation that Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead!

(4) The resurrection gives meaning to the church’s regular feast, the Lord’s Supper.  Like the disciples on the Emmaus Road, we break bread with our risen Lord, who comes in power to save us.

(5) The resurrection helps us find meaning even in great tragedy.  Not matter what happens to us as we walk with the Lord, the resurrection gives us hope for the future

(6) The resurrection assures us that Christ is alive and ruling his kingdom. He is not legend; he is alive and real.

(7) God’s power that brought Jesus back from the dead is available to us so that we can live for him in an evil world.”

24:1-12  “During Jesus’ arrest and trial, the disciples showed complete helplessness in dealing with the circumstances at hand.  But after the Resurrection, in the book of Acts, a new Power enabled them to recover their courage and go into the world with the message of God’s good news.  The Resurrection is both a historical fact and an experiential power.  This power is greater than death itself and can help overcome our dependency or compulsion.  The Resurrection is the very source of recovery.  As we experience the power of Christ’s resurrection in our life, we will enjoy victory over temptation and freedom from the bondage of our addiction.”

 “The women returned with their story to the rest of the disciples but they refused to believe them. They called it an idle tale. The word used is one employed by Greek medical writers to describe the babbling of a fevered and insane mind. Only Peter went out to see if it might not possibly be true. The very fact that Peter was there says much for him. The story of his denial of his Master was not a thing that could be kept silent; and yet he had the moral courage to face those who knew his shame. There was something of the hero in Peter, as well as something of the coward. The man who was a fluttering dove is on the way to become a rock.”

24:13-24  “The two disciples returning to Emmaus at first missed the significance of history’s greatest even because they were too focused on their disappointments and problems.  In fact, they didn’t recognize Jesus when he was walking beside them.  To compound the problem, they were walking in the wrong direction—away from the fellowship of believers in Jerusalem.  We are likely to miss Jesus and withdraw from the strength found in other believers when we become preoccupied with our dashed hopes and frustrated plans.  Only when we are looking for Jesus in our midst will we experience the power and help he can bring.” 
  

“The two followers on the road to Emmaus were deeply discouraged and grieved by the events of the past few days.  They did not fully comprehend who Jesus was nor the kind of faith needed to recover from their pain.  Through a step of faith, however, they were lifted from their grief to become those who would help change the world.  By meeting and speaking with Jesus, the road from the cross to Emmaus became their path of recovery and wholeness.” 

24:36-49  “Here we read of how Jesus came to his own when they were gathered in the upper room. In this passage certain great notes of the Christian faith are resonantly struck.(i) It stresses the reality of the resurrection. The risen Lord was no phantom or hallucination. He was real. The Jesus who died was in truth the Christ who rose again. Christianity is not founded on the dreams of men’s disordered minds or the visions of their fevered eyes, but on one who in actual historical fact faced and fought and conquered death and rose again. (ii) It stresses the necessity of the cross. It was to the cross that all the scriptures looked forward. The cross was not forced on God; it was not an emergency measure when all else had failed and when the scheme of things had gone wrong. It was part of the plan of God, for it is the one place on earth, where in a moment of time, we see his eternal love.(iii) It stresses the urgency of the task. Out to all men had to go the call to repentance and the offer of forgiveness. The church was not left to live forever in the upper room; it was sent out into all the world. After the upper room came the worldwide mission of the church. The days of sorrow were past and the tidings of joy must be taken to all men. (iv) It stresses the secret of power. They had to wait in Jerusalem until power from on high came upon them. There are occasions when the Christian may seem to be wasting time, as he waits in a wise passivity. Action without preparation must often fail. There is a time to wait on God and a time to work for God”

24:5-53  “The ascension must always remain a mystery, for it attempts to put into words what is beyond words and to describe what is beyond description. But that something as such should happen was essential. It was unthinkable that the appearances of Jesus should grow fewer and fewer until finally they petered out. That would have effectively wrecked the faith of men. There had to come a day of dividing when the Jesus of earth finally became the Christ of heaven. But to the disciples the ascension was obviously three things. (i) It was an ending. The days when their faith was faith in a flesh and blood person and depended on his flesh and blood presence were over. Now they were linked to someone who was forever independent of space and time.  (ii) Equally it was a beginning. The disciples did not leave the scene heart-broken; they left it with great joy, because now they knew that they had a Master from whom nothing could separate them any more.” (iii) Further, the ascension gave the disciples the certainty that they had a friend, not only on earth, but in heaven. Surely it is the most precious thing of all to know that in heaven there awaits us that self—same Jesus who on earth was wondrous kind. To die is not to go out into the dark; it is to go to him. So they went back to Jerusalem, and they were continually in the Temple praising God. It is not by accident that Luke’s gospel ends where it began—in the house of God.” 

“[I]t is no accident that Jesus is revealed as he sits having table fellowship with the two disciples.  The table was the place for fellowship in the ancient world.  Here family and friends gathered to share time with each other.  Luke has underscored the importance of meal scenes throughout his Gospel.  The table was the place for fellowship in the ancient world.  Here family and friends gathered to share time with each other.  Luke has underscored the importance of meal scenes throughout his Gospel.  The table was a place where Jesus was heard and where his presence came across most intimately.  This fact suggests that Jesus reveals himself in the midst of the basic moments of life.  He is at home in the midst of our everyday activity.” 
 

“The resurrection is built on the realization of God’s promise, which in turn reassures us about the rest of his promises.  But three points remain. (1) Jesus takes his appearance as the occasion to issue a commission to the church to take the gospel to the world.  Here is the type of open-ended commission whose outworking never stops.  We are witnesses, however, in a different sense than these original disciples.  They testified to what they saw, whereas we bear witness to their testimony and to our experience of the resurrected Jesus.  (2) The response to the gospel in terms of worship is another fundamental feature of this text.  We tend to think of worship merely in terms of the offer of praise, but at its base worship involves a renewed attitude and openness toward God.  The worship present in this text is not only offering praise to God, but also obeying what Jesus has commanded (vv.49,52).  The transformation that comes with response to the gospel should refresh and renew our hearts so that we not only thank God with our lips but with our actions.  The Gospel of Luke closes with disciples ready to obey the call of Jesus, and to do so with joy.  Acts 4 shows them still doing so, and we should still emulate that thrill of missions today.  (3) the key to accomplishing that commission is the enabling work of God’s spirit.  By his leading and power the message goes out, and rejection can be faced boldly (Acts 4:24-32).  A quick look at Acts 2 shows how Peter himself is transformed from the timid figure of denial and failed nerve at Jesus’ trial to a preacher with fearless enthusiasm before an immense crowd at Pentecost.  The contrast evidences the Spirit’s transforming power at work.” 


Luke 24 – DT Questions

Luke 24:1

· What’s the significance of the fact that these women took the spices to the tomb very early in the morning while the disciples were downcast and dejected (v. 24:18)?  What did they experience as a result?

Luke 24:5-7

· What did the angels remind the women?  
· What is the role of remembering God’s word in recognizing God at work?

Luke 24:9-11

· Why didn’t the disciples believe the women?

· Although Jesus had told the disciples about His resurrection, when it actually happened, His followers had a hard time believing it.  What can I learn about the nature of unbelief?  

Luke 24:12

· Why do you think only Peter got up and ran to the tomb?
· What is the difference between Peter and the rest of the disciples who did NOT go to the tomb?
· What conclusion should Peter have come to when “he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves” given all that Jesus had warned him about?  Why did he wonder even after what he witnessed?
· In what ways do I find myself “wondering” even despite all the evidences of God at work in my life?

· How do the initial responses of the women and the disciples to the empty tomb emphasize the importance of knowing, remembering and then believing in God’s word? 
· “He is not here; he has risen!”  How have these words transformed my life?

Luke 24:20

· What about Jesus made him “powerful in word and deed before God and all the people” unlike the religious rulers of His time?

· How can I be both “powerful in word and deed before God”?

Luke 24:21

· How did the cross of Jesus dash their hope?

· What did the cross of Jesus provide instead?

· In what ways do my false hopes get in the way of recognizing my true need and therefore my true hope?

· What are the false hopes that I need to let go of?

Luke 24:25

· Why were the disciples “slow of heart to believe” the Scriptures? 

· What are some attitudes I hold on to in my heart which the Scriptures repeatedly contradict, but which I am slow to let go of?

Luke 24:30

· What can I learn about the fact that Jesus disappeared from their sight once they recognized him?  

· What was Jesus trusting them to do at this point?

Luke 24:32-35

· What made their hearts burn?
· What made these two disciples get up and return at once to Jerusalem?

· The disciples had no option but to hasten back to Jerusalem and share with others how they encountered Jesus.  How does the Gospel have this kind of effect on a person’s life, turning him from the path that he is on and compelling him to share the good news with others?  

· Is this true of my life? If not, is there any reason to continue on the road that I am on?
Luke 24:36-44

· The disciples were frightened because they thought they saw a ghost when they saw Jesus. How are doubts and troublesome thoughts often the result of my misconceptions concerning Christ? What are such misconceptions?

· What does Jesus do to settle the disciples’ doubts about his resurrection (v. 36, 39, 43, 44)?
· How does Jesus “come” to deal with the doubts and fears of my heart?
Luke 24:45 

· Why do people need to open their minds to understand the Scriptures?

· What part of the Scriptures do I need to open my mind to?

Luke 24:46-49 

· What did Jesus accomplish?

· What did Jesus leave for his disciples to accomplish?

· What is the crux of the message that Jesus told his disciples to preach? 

· What did Jesus promise to do?

Luke 24:50-52

· Why does Jesus lead the disciples out to have them witness his ascension? 

· What enabled the disciples to return to Jerusalem with great joy even after Jesus’ departure? 

· Why does it naturally follow that my life should be characterized with great joy? 

Monday, March 24 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, March 24 – Luke 24
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, March 25 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, March 25 – Luke 24
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, March 26 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, March 26 – Luke 24

How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, March 27 – Journal
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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