2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 15: 4/7 to 4/13


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
1 Corinthians 13

 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13 – Commentary

vv.1-3 After the discussion of spiritual gifts in 12:1-30, we might expect Paul to tackle the next question.  Instead, he waxes eloquent on the superiority of the way of love.  By placing before them a completely different issue, Paul seeks to defuse the Corinthians; competitive notions about gifts, which appear to have engendered conflict among those who deem their particular gift more crucial than another’s.  The question is not, Which gift is the most beneficial, stimulating, or spiritual?  It is, instead, Is love radiated in exercising their gifts?

v.1 “In verse 1, Paul makes the point with reference to glossolalia. ‘Tongues of angels’ probably refers to the Corinthians’ estimation of this gift.  ‘A resounding gong’ is perhaps better taken to refer to a large ‘acoustic vase’ used for amplification in the Greek theaters.  Combined with a ‘clanging cymbal,’ Paul graphically highlights that tongues without love leave only a hollow reverberation.”

v.2 “Paul moves from ‘tongues’ to knowledge, another important concept for the Corinthians.  He has just ranked prophecy (see on 12:10) as second only to the apostolate (12:28), so that he cannot be accused of minimizing its importance.  But loveless prophecy amounts to nothing.  All mysteries (see on 2:7) and all knowledge point us to the sum of all wisdom, human and divine.   It includes the knowledge people gather for themselves (gnosis, knowledge, sometimes has a meaning not unlike our ‘science’), and what they  know only by revelations. Mysteries are truths that people could never find out for themselves.  They know them only because it has pleased God to reveal them.  Faith is, of course, the basic Christian attitude, but the term may also be used of a special gift of the Spirit (12:9), and here it is clearly this that is meant.  It is the kind of faith that works miracles (cf. Mk.11:22f.).  Paul has ‘all’ before faith (cf. RSV); he is referring to faith in the fullest degree.  The Corinthians clearly thought that the possessors of certain gifts were extremely important people.  Paul stoutly maintains that if they have even the highest of gifts, and that in full amount, but lack love, not only are they not very important; they are actually nothing.

vv.4-7 “The NIV’s translations of the various terms in verses 4-7 are generally quite good and self-explanatory.  But we may add a few footnotes.  ‘Patience’ (v.4) conveys the sense of ‘long-suffering.’ ‘Boast’ refers to the negative sense of ‘bragging about oneself.’ ‘Proud’ is more literally ‘puffed up.’ ‘Rude’ (v.5) uses the same word translated as ‘unpresentable’ in 12:23 and refers to activity ‘in defiance of social and moral standards, with resulting disgrace, embarrassment, and shame.’ ‘Easily angered’ translates a term from which our English ‘paroxysm’ derives. ‘Protects’ (v.7) might instead mean ‘bears’ or ‘puts up with annoyances’; it seems roughly synonymous with ‘endures.’ ‘Trusts is the common New Testament word for ‘believes.’ […] Taken together, verses 4-7 clearly portray love as selfless, seeking the good of the other first and foremost.  ‘Love is what God in Christ has shown and done for “others” in their helpless plight and hapless estate as sinners.  In love we take God’s side, share his outlook and implement his designs; and we treat our neighbors as we know God has treated us (see Rom. 15:1-7).’

vv.8-12 “The Greek word piptei literally means ‘falls’ or ‘collapses’.  This love never folds under pressure of the most intense and sustained kind.  This love continues through death into eternity.  This is the love of God.  In order to underline the priority of love for all Christians in Corinth—and elsewhere—Paul then mentions the three gifts at the top of their list of priorities: tongues, prophecy and knowledge.  Each of these will either become irrelevant or else be swallowed up in the perfection of eternity: for when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away (10).

Paul illustrates this general truth in two ways: first, he refers to growth from childhood into mature adulthood; secondly, he contrasts looking at someone reflected in a mirror with seeing the person face to face.  The very best mirror, which in those days was made of metal and inevitably gave only a blurred and imperfect picture, is as nothing compared with this full encounter.  We are told by John that, when we see Jesus face to face, ‘we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is’(1 Jn. 3:1ff).  So, full knowledge of ourselves will come only when we see Jesus and know him as fully and as perfectly as he now knows us (12).”

vv.8-13 “In the concluding paragraph, Paul attests to the permanence of love in comparison with spiritual gifts so prominent in Corinth—prophecy, knowledge, and tongues.  The unit is bounded by the affirmation that ‘love never fails’ (13:8) and that ‘love abides’ along with faith and hope (13:13).  The spiritual gifts are valid until the end, but they are imperfect and will come to an end.  Since love endures forever, it is superior to these imperfect gifts no matter how impressive they might seem in this present age.”

vv.9-12 “Here […] the disappearance of the partial replaced by the complete, and the reference to knowing as God knows us, all point to the end time.  He contrasts the present 


age with the age to come.  The ‘perfect’ is shorthand for the consummation of all things, the intended goal of creation; and its arrival will naturally displace the partial that we experience in the present age.  Human gifts shine gloriously in this world but will fae to nothing in the presence of what is perfect.  But theyu also will have served their purpose of helping to build up the church during the wait and to take it to the threshold of the end.  When the anticipated end arrives, they will no longer be necessary.”

v.13 “But love abides on into eternity.  So too probably do faith and hope (v. 13a), if faith is taken as belief in Jesus and faithful service to him, and if hope refers to the expectant anticipation of the good things God has in the future for us.  Paul adds these other two virtues because the triad ‘faith, hope, and love’ is a favorite of his (cf. 1 Thess.1:3; Col.1:4-5; Eph.1:15-18).  But love remains the greatest (v.13b) because it is the most foundational, essential and central to Paul’s understanding of the Christian ethic (cf., e.g., Gal.5:6, 14, 22-23).”

1 Corinthians 13 – DT Questions

1 Cor 13:1-2

· Why is someone who “speak[s] in the tongues of men and of angels” but who is without love like a “resounding gong or a clanging cymbal”?

· What is the tragedy of possessing gifts but not having any love?

· Why is someone who possesses all kinds of gifts but does not have love referred to as “nothing?”

· What kind of person would give all he possesses to the poor and even surrender his body to the flames WITHOUT love?  How would such a person be at the end of his life?  Why does Apostle Paul say that such a person gains nothing?

· In what ways did I “sacrifice” without love and felt like I haven’t gained anything?

· What is the end result of a life lived without love?

1 Cor 13:4-7

· Think about the life of Jesus based on this passage.  Reflect on how he perfectly fits the description of love.

· What is the description of love according to the world? 

· How does my idea of what it means to love and to be loved compare with the description of love in this passage?

· How is it possible for me to love others in this way (cf. Galatians 5:22-25)?

· How have I been loved by God and his people in terms of the specific way that this passage describes love to be?

1 Cor 13:8-13

· Given Apostle Paul’s description about the “now” and “then”, why is love greater than even “faith” and “hope”?

· How does this provide the right perspective on the purpose of spiritual gifts and whether or not I have certain spiritual gifts?

Monday, April 14 – Journal
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

[image: image1.jpg]Z GRACEPOINT
Fellowship Church





[image: image2.png]7 b
<1 WAYPOINT
N community church Poining tre way o Jesus, whois “the Wy, the Truh, and t Life (Johm 146)



