2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 19: 5/5 to 5/11


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
2 Corinthians 4

 1Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

 13It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

 16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 5

 1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
 6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
 11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 4-5 – Commentary

4:1-2  Paul has already shown that a person’s conduct reveals the content of his or her character (cf. 2:17; 3:1–2). Accordingly, the evidence of Paul’s not losing heart is that he renounces the “secret and shameful ways” of his opponents, who were attempting to cover up their true motives with a veneer of apparent piety and counterfeit spiritual power (4:2a; cf. 11:1–15).

This is confirmed by the parallel between 4:2 and 2:17b, which makes it clear that Paul’s preaching with sincerity has resulted from God’s conversion-call in his life and from the knowledge that he stands “in the sight of God,” that is, before God as judge. Paul goes on to delineate three ways in which he has renounced the duplicitous maneuvers of his opponents, two negative and one positive. Negatively, Paul need not “use deception” (lit., walk around in a cunning way) or “distort the word of God” (4:2b). Positively, “by setting forth the truth plainly,” Paul can “commend [himself] 1 to every man’s conscience” (4:2c). Because of his own clear conscience (cf. 1:12), he can boldly appeal to the conscience of others (cf. 3:12). Conversely, all whose consciences are likewise clean because of God’s mercy will accept this divine commendation of Paul’s ministry (cf. 2:15–16a). 

For this reason, Paul does not engage in self-commendation, since God is the one who recommends Paul by the very existence of the Corinthians as Christians (3:1–3). Nevertheless, Paul does commend himself by pointing to the evidence that God has had mercy on him, namely, to his open life and pure presentation of the gospel (4:1–2). 2 The difference between these two kinds of commendation is whether there is concrete evidence of God’s mercy in one’s life. Because the motives of Paul’s opponents remain impure, they demand payment from the Corinthians, preach a “different gospel” of health and wealth, and live boastful lives of arrogant self-promotion (cf. 11:4). Because, as a result of God’s mercy, Paul’s motives are pure, he preaches for free, proclaims the cross, and lives a life of suffering for their sake (cf. 2:17; see also 1 Cor. 4:8–13; 9:12–23).

v.4 The cause for this hard-heartedness is given in 4:4. Those who repudiate the gospel do so because of their inability to accept that it owes its existence to Satan’s rule over the present evil age (cf. Gal. 1:4; Eph. 2:1–3).

v.4-6  The entire history of redemption is encapsulated in this statement. Adam was created in the glorious image of God, but fell from it. God consequently barred Adam and Eve from his presence. Israel encountered the glory of God on Mount Sinai, but fell from it. Moses consequently veiled his face. Christ did not fall, but is the revelation of the glory of God to his people. Paul, as an apostle, encountered the glory of God in Christ on the road to Damascus and was converted. As a result, he mediates the glory of God in Christ, unveiled, in order to reverse the effects of the Fall as manifested in Israel’s history of hard-heartedness. Paul’s experience and ministry are therefore part of the “second exodus” and “new creation” brought about by Christ as the “second Adam.”

4:7-12  Paul’s understanding of God’s sovereign design for affliction, once embraced, will dramatically transform our own experience whenever we too find ourselves in situations of suffering. When Christians suffer, they too, like Paul, can take courage from the fact that their lives will mediate to others the power of the resurrection, either through God’s act of deliverance or, even more profoundly, through the testimony of their endurance and holiness. Even though the circumstantial suffering that was an essential part of Paul’s call may be an occasional aspect of God’s will for all believers, all of us can follow Paul’s example of incurring the suffering that comes from considering the needs of others more important than our own.

4:13-18  At the same time, it must be emphasized that suffering in and of itself is not the revelation of God’s power. Paul never glorifies affliction. Although the revelation of Christ’s power takes place in the paradox of Paul’s suffering, this paradox is not absolute. The cross is not itself glory, death is not itself life, weakness is not power (cf. 4:8–11, 16–18). Instead, Paul posits that deliverance, power, and renewal also exist in, through, and after suffering. Paul’s suffering is not the glory of Christ; Christ’s glory is mediated through Paul’s suffering. Believers are therefore to avoid circumstantial suffering and persecution whenever such avoidance does not hinder or compromise their calling, and to pray for healing and deliverance when sick (cf. Rom. 12:17–18; 1 Cor. 7:15; Phil. 4:4–7; 1 Tim. 5:23). 

But the righteous do suffer (cf. Ps. 116:10 in 2 Cor. 4:13). And some, like Paul, are even called to do so for the sake of the gospel. God makes known his sovereignty and love by handing Paul over “to death for Jesus’ sake” (4:11–12; cf. 1 Cor. 4:9; 2 Cor. 2:14) and then by sustaining him through it so that he may be able to endure in faith (2 Cor. 4:8–10; cf. 1 Cor. 10:13; Phil. 2:15–28). It is Paul’s ability to endure and rejoice in the midst of adversity that reveals “the life of Jesus” to others. Anyone can worship Santa Claus. In stark contrast, the ultimate testimony to God’s power is the praise that arises in the midst of affliction because of our conviction that God is at work in and through our suffering for a future good so great that all present suffering seems “light and momentary” (4:14–17).

5:1-4  Paul is not personally worried about being found wanting on the day of judgment, since he has been incorporated into “the heavenly body,” which is Christ, so he makes it his goal to please the Lord (5:9). According to this interpretation, Paul’s groaning and longing in 5:2,4 refer to the tension that now exists between being in Christ in the midst of the suffering and sin of this world and the longing to be “found” in him rather than being “found” judged by God.
In 5:2, Paul’s confidence in God’s future provision (4:13–5:1) causes him, like all believers, to “groan” in the midst of his present suffering as he longs to inherit the glory God has in store for him in Christ—that is, “to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling” (see Rom. 8:22–25).  Hence, the “building from heaven” that is the object of Paul’s longing in 5:2 is the same “building from God” referred to in 5:1, namely, resurrection life in the eternal age to come. 

Paul’s point is that the groaning of anticipation that comes from this longing is itself evidence that God has promised believers more to come than the moaning of suffering and death.

5:6-7  Verses 6–7 provide a healthy corrective to the misunderstanding concerning what it meant to be “in Christ” that was so much a part of the Corinthian church. Unfortunately, their spiritual experiences led them to believe that they were already experiencing the fullness of the age to come (cf. 1 Cor. 4:8; 15:12  13). In turn, the Corinthians’ self-important, super-spirituality made the triumphalistic message of Paul’s opponents so attractive, especially when it excused and even legitimized their materialism and moral laxity. Once again, however, the impossibility of such a winking at sin because of one’s supposed spirituality (cf. 1 Cor. 5:1–6:20; 2 Cor. 12:21) becomes clear as Paul’s argument continues. Rather than downplaying God’s judgment, the Spirit actually discloses it and then prepares us for it by transforming our desires, which in turn alters our actions.
 

5:8-9  Verses 8–9 restate verses 6–7, unpacking the implications of what it means to know that one is still “away from the Lord” and of what living by faith looks like. In regard to the former, viewing the present from the perspective of the future means that our values and desires are radically altered. Instead of desiring a prolonged life on earth, we prefer to be “at home with the Lord” (cf. Phil. 1:23). Concerning the latter, living by faith is being confident that the eternal glory of “what is unseen” is certain and secure for believers and that it “far outweighs” any suffering of this world (4:17–18), so that the believer would trade this world for the world to come in a moment (5:8). Hence, to live by faith also means that, “whether we are at home in the body or away from it”—that is, whether we live or die—we aim to please the Lord, not ourselves (5:9; cf. 5:15; Phil. 3:1–13; cf. Rom. 12:1–2; 14:17–18; Eph. 5:10; Phil. 4:18; Col. 3:20).
5:6-10  Paul’s declarations of his confidence for the future, of his ambition in the present, and of Christ’s role as universal judge are as significant today as they were in the materialistic and pluralistic world of the first century. In view of our culture’s belief in some kind of universal spiritual future for all humankind, combined with a growing New Age emphasis on reincarnation, the challenge of pluralism, and the lack of consistent teaching in many churches, we must once again stake out four important boundary markers of a distinctively Christian worldview: 

· There is a universal judgment to come, not just for some people, but for all, including Christians. 

· Christ alone is the One who judges. 

· Only those who have experienced the mercy and power of God in Christ can have confidence as they anticipate this coming day of reckoning. 

· The only basis of confidence on the Judgment Day is the good deeds that constitute living by faith. 

These points need to be driven home in a culture in which 85 percent of Americans consider themselves to be Christian, even though half of all adults believe you can lead a full and satisfying life without spirituality of any kind.

5:11-12  The word translated “opportunity” (aphorme) in 5:12 is a military term used to designate a strategic base of operations employed as a launching pad for mounting an attack or defense (cf. its use in 11:12; Rom. 7:8; Gal. 5:13; 1 Tim. 5:14). Paul wants to provide such a base of support so that those Corinthians who have repented of their rebellion against Paul and his gospel will be able to “boast” (NIV, “take pride”) in Paul’s suffering and weakness as a counter-offensive against those who still “boast [NIV, take pride] in what is seen [prosopon].” This contrast in 5:12 between the two objects of boasting reflects the situation that still existed within the Corinthian church when this letter was written. It also alludes to the principle of divine judgment from 1 Samuel 16:7: “The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance [LXX, prosopon], but the LORD looks at the heart [cf. 2 Cor. 5:12].” 

The issue at stake, therefore, is not a personality contest, but a struggle for the lives of those who appear to be Christian outwardly, but whose hearts are far from the Lord. In the battle for the gospel that continued to be waged in Corinth, the issue remained whether the repentant could defend their faith in Paul’s ministry against the attacks of those who “peddle the word of God” (2:17). Paul’s concern here is to provide them with the ammunition needed to do so.

5:13  “More than once Paul was thought to be crazy (Acts 26:24).  He was suffering the same misunderstanding as Jesus suffered (Mark 3:21).  The real enthusiast always runs the risk of seeming crazy to lukewarm people.”

5:16-17  Paul’s statement in 5:16a most likely refers back to the practice of his opponents, who continue to criticize Paul’s ministry because of its lack of worldly status due to his suffering and apparent lack of spiritual power (cf. 10:1–6, 10). Paul understands this way of thinking, since he himself “once regarded Christ in this way” (i.e., “according to the flesh”). Apart from the resurrection, Jesus’ death on the cross could only mean that he had been cursed by God for his own sin (cf. Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). 

2 Corinthians 4-5 – DT Questions

2 Cor 4:1

· What lessons can I learn from Apostle Paul about having the right perspective about ministry?  

2 Cor 4:2

· How should a Christian bear testimony to the world according to v. 2?  

2 Cor 4:3-4, 6

· To whom is the gospel veiled?  Who is responsible for this blindness?  

· Who ultimately is responsible for bringing me to understand the gospel?  How is this true in concrete terms in my life?  

2 Cor 4:7-12

· What is “this treasure” and what is the “jars of clay?”

· Reflect on the words Apostle Paul uses to describe his life: “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” and “struck down” but, ultimately not … “crushed,” “in despair,” “abandoned,” or “destroyed.”  

· What is the link between Apostle Paul’s paradoxical experience—“struck down, but not destroyed”—and Jesus’ life?

· What can be learned about the path of deep fellowship with Jesus from these verses?

· What are the things that cause me to feel “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” or “struck down,” and what hope can I have about these things?

2 Cor 4:13-14

· How does the fact that God raised Jesus from the dead and promises to raise us as well affect my speaking?  
2 Corinthians 4:16-18

· What are some “light and momentary troubles” in my life that cause me to lose heart?  

· For the second time in this chapter, Apostle Paul asserts that he “does not lose heart.”  Why does Apostle “not lose heart” according to this passage?

· Reflect on the two contrasting themes in this passage, and arrange in two columns the contrasting pairs of words. 

· To what extent has my life focus shifted from one column to the other?

2 Corinthians 5:1-5

· Why does Apostle Paul groan?   What are Apostle Paul’s feelings toward heaven?  

· To what extent can I identify with this?  

2 Corinthians 5:6-10

· What does it mean to live by faith and not by sight?  How do I live my life?  

· How does the “goal to please him” relate to confidence regarding appearing before Christ?

· Have I experienced the hope of heaven as a source of motivation for living a life pleasing to God?

2 Corinthians 5:11-21

· What are some things Apostle Paul mentions as sources of motivation for his ministry?

· To what extent do I possess these motivations for ministering to others?

2 Corinthians 5:15

· Reflect on what v. 15 says about whom Apostle Paul lived for.  To what extent have I experienced this shift in my life?

2 Corinthians 5:17

· Reflect on what v. 17 claims as true for every person in Christ.  How much do I share in affirming and experiencing this as true in my life?

2 Corinthians 5:18-20

· What new role and mission is given to the new Christian?

· What implications does the fact that I am an ambassador for Christ have on my life?
2 Corinthians 5:21

· Reflect on v.21.  How dope this verse give me renewed hope about my struggle with sin?

Monday, May 5 – Journal
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Monday, May 5 – 2 Corinthians 4-5
How is God speaking to me today?
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Tuesday, May 6 – Journal
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Tuesday, May 6 – 2 Corinthians 4-5

How is God speaking to me today?
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Wednesday, May 7 – Journal
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Wednesday, May 7 – 2 Corinthians 4-5

How is God speaking to me today?
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Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
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