2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            

    Week 1: 1/1 to 1/5 


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/scripture_reflection_all.php . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer.

Commentary and DT Questions
Genesis 1-3

Genesis 1:26-27

 “The beginning of the creation of the human race is marked by the usual ‘And God said." However, God's command that follows is not an impersonal (third person) "Let there be . . ." but rather the more personal (first person) "Let us make." Second, whereas throughout the previous account the making of each creature is described as "according to its kind," in the account of the creation of humankind it is specified that the man and the woman were made "in our [God's] image," not merely "according to his own kind." Their image is not simply that of the human being; they share a likeness to the Creator… only human beings have been given dominion in God's creation. This dominion is expressly stated to be over all other living creatures: sky, sea, and land. Thus the text portrays humanity as a special creature different from the rest of the creatures but like God, made in the image and likeness of God .”

· What about the nature of man is revealed in v. 26?  

· To what extent have I lived in responsible acknowledgement that it is God’s image I bear?

· In what ways have people of our day abandoned their role as stewards of God’s creation?

· What would it mean for me to live ruling, rather than being ruled by, things God created?

Genesis 1:28-31

· Reflect on the phrases: “God blessed them”; “Be fruitful and increase …”; “fill the earth”; “I give you.”  What do these phrases tell me about God’s heart toward humanity?

Genesis 2:8-9

· What is notable about the description of what God did in v. 8?   
· What does the fact that the trees were “pleasing to the eye and good for food” reveal about God and his intention for man? 
Genesis 2:15-17

 “These three verses together provide a remarkable statement of anthropology.  Human beings before God are characterized by vocation, permission, and prohibition.  The primary human task is to find a way to hold the three facets of divine purpose together.  Any two of them without the third is surely to pervert life.  It is telling and ironic that in the popular understanding of the story, little attention is given the mandate of vocation or the gift of permission.  The divine will for vocation and freedom has been lost.  The God of the garden is chiefly remembered as the one who prohibits.  But the proclamation makes sense only in terms of the other two.  The balance and juxtaposition of the three indicates that there is subtle discernment of human destiny here.”

· What does the fact that man was given work to do – “to work it and take care of it” – in the perfect Garden of Eden reveal about one of the elements needed for human thriving?  In what ways have I found this to be true in my life? 

· What permission and what prohibition are given to man?  How does the range of freedom compare with the range of prohibition?  

· What boundaries has God placed in my life through his word, and what has been my response?

· What freedoms has God given me, and how have I responded to these freedoms?

Genesis 2:19-24

 “For the first time, God announces something is ‘not good’…The [suitable] helper comparable to him’ was absolutely necessary…  the word helper occurs twenty-one times in the Old Testament and on fifteen of those occasions, it refers to God helping man in one way or another—a fact which casts doubt on the common suggestion that woman as man’s helper was in some way subordinate and inferior.” 

· What is the significance of the observation that “no suitable helper was found” for Adam among the animals?  

· What does the fact that God made a “helper” imply about man’s purpose, and the basis for unity in marriage?

· What modern notions about marriage does this challenge?

Genesis 3:1-5

 “The heart of the Devil’s nature is quickly revealed the instant he speaks, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” Through these words he questions the very integrity and truth of Gods character. Is God truly good? Does He really have your best interests at heart? Did God really say that? […]”

· On what slice of reality does the serpent’s question focus, and why is this severely skewed?

· Are there ways in which I am focusing on the prohibitions God placed in my life?

· What does the serpent suggest as the “real reason” for the prohibition?  

· Are there ways in which this kind of suspicious outlook generally appeals to me?

· What about the world makes people typically suspicious, and wary of being duped, or deceived?

· What are some ways in which I can cultivate an attitude of trust and rest in accepting the boundaries God has placed in my life?

Genesis 3:6

· What is the problem with Eve’s act of evaluating the potential of the fruit “for gaining wisdom” by just looking at it?

· How do I determine fundamental issues of value, and what is “desirable” in my life?

Genesis 3:7-10

 “A second painful effect of good and evil gained by doing evil is shame, and the standard attempt to get rid of shame is concealment. We think back to that beautiful verse that ended chapter 2 (“The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame”), and we realize how much has been lost by disobedience. .. The proof of this acute sense of shame was their attempt to cover themselves with garments made of fig leaves, probably the closest thing at hand.”

· How did Adam and Eve try to cover up their shame? Did this adequately solve their problem?
· What are some reasons people flee from God?  In what ways do I “hide” from God, and the exposing of the truth that God brings?

· Reflect on the heart of God calling out “Where are you?”  What is my answer to this question?

Genesis 3:11-13

 “Having summoned Adam and Eve from their place of hiding, God now proceeds to the examination. Once again he asks questions: “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?...What is this you have done?” (vv. 11, 13). Why does God ask such questions? It is not to gain information any more than God was trying to bring Adam and Eve to the point of personal confession of the wrong done. It was not that God might be informed but that Adam and Eve might be humbled.”

· What is the significance of the fact that Adam had avoided providing direct answers to God’s questions?

· Are there people or circumstance that I am blaming today for my disobedience?

Genesis 3:15

 “He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. The antagonism between people and snakes is used to symbolize the outcome of the titanic struggle between God and the evil one, a struggle played out in the hearts and history of humankind. The offspring of the woman would eventually crush the serpent’s head, a promise fulfilled in Christ’s victory over Satan—a victory in which all believers will share (see Ro 16:20)”

· Notice that even in the pronouncement of judgment, there is a hopeful promise.  What will this promise entail for God?

· When I face crushing disappointment, what is my typical attitude?  How does this contrast with God’s immediate response of personal commitment to redeem man after the Fall?

Genesis 3:17-19

· Reflect on the words, “because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘you must not eat of it,’…”  Is there anyone I listen to who can sway me to disobey God’s command?

· Why, and in what ways, does disobedience to God cause the weakening of my ability to cope with the rest of creation?

· Reflect on the words: “for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

Genesis 3:21

· In what ways have I experienced the gospel providing lasting covering for my shame?
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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