2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
           Week 28: 7/7 to 7/13


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Isaiah 1
 1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

 2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! 

       For the LORD has spoken: 

       "I reared children and brought them up, 

       but they have rebelled against me.

 3 The ox knows his master, 

        the donkey his owner's manger, 

        but Israel does not know, 

        my people do not understand."

 4 Ah, sinful nation, 

        a people loaded with guilt, 

        a brood of evildoers, 

        children given to corruption! 

        They have forsaken the LORD; 

        they have spurned the Holy One of Israel 

        and turned their backs on him.

 5 Why should you be beaten anymore? 

        Why do you persist in rebellion? 

        Your whole head is injured, 

        your whole heart afflicted.

 6 From the sole of your foot to the top of your head 

        there is no soundness— 

        only wounds and welts 

        and open sores, 

        not cleansed or bandaged 

        or soothed with oil.

 7 Your country is desolate, 

        your cities burned with fire; 

        your fields are being stripped by foreigners 

        right before you, 

        laid waste as when overthrown by strangers.

 8 The Daughter of Zion is left 
        like a shelter in a vineyard, 

        like a hut in a field of melons, 

        like a city under siege.

 9 Unless the LORD Almighty 

        had left us some survivors, 

        we would have become like Sodom, 

        we would have been like Gomorrah.

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, 

        you rulers of Sodom; 

        listen to the law of our God, 

        you people of Gomorrah!

 11 "The multitude of your sacrifices— 

        what are they to me?" says the LORD. 

        "I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 

        of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 

        I have no pleasure 

        in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

 12 When you come to appear before me, 

        who has asked this of you, 

        this trampling of my courts?

 13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 

        Your incense is detestable to me. 

        New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 

        I cannot bear your evil assemblies.

 14 Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts 

        my soul hates. 

        They have become a burden to me; 

        I am weary of bearing them.

 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

        I will hide my eyes from you; 

        even if you offer many prayers, 

        I will not listen. 

        Your hands are full of blood;

 16 wash and make yourselves clean. 

        Take your evil deeds 

        out of my sight! 

        Stop doing wrong,

 17 learn to do right! 

        Seek justice, 

        encourage the oppressed.

        Defend the cause of the fatherless, 

        plead the case of the widow.

 18 "Come now, let us reason together," 

        says the LORD. 

        "Though your sins are like scarlet, 

        they shall be as white as snow; 

        though they are red as crimson, 

        they shall be like wool.

 19 If you are willing and obedient, 

        you will eat the best from the land;

 20 but if you resist and rebel, 

        you will be devoured by the sword." 

        For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

 21 See how the faithful city 

        has become a harlot! 

        She once was full of justice; 

        righteousness used to dwell in her— 

        but now murderers!

 22 Your silver has become dross, 

        your choice wine is diluted with water.

 23 Your rulers are rebels, 

        companions of thieves; 

        they all love bribes 

        and chase after gifts. 

        They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; 

        the widow's case does not come before them.

 24 Therefore the Lord, the LORD Almighty, 

        the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 

        "Ah, I will get relief from my foes 

        and avenge myself on my enemies.

 25 I will turn my hand against you; 

        I will thoroughly purge away your dross 

        and remove all your impurities.

 26 I will restore your judges as in days of old, 

        your counselors as at the beginning. 

        Afterward you will be called 

        the City of Righteousness, 

        the Faithful City."

 27 Zion will be redeemed with justice, 

        her penitent ones with righteousness.

 28 But rebels and sinners will both be broken, 

        and those who forsake the LORD will perish.

 29 "You will be ashamed because of the sacred oaks 

        in which you have delighted; 

        you will be disgraced because of the gardens 

        that you have chosen.

 30 You will be like an oak with fading leaves, 

        like a garden without water.

 31 The mighty man will become tinder 

        and his work a spark; 

        both will burn together, 

        with no one to quench the fire."

Isaiah 1 – Commentary 

Background
“Isaiah son of Amoz is often thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets.  His name means ‘The Lord saves.’ He was a contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his ministry in 740 B.C., the year King Uzziah died. […] According to an unsubstantiated Jewish tradition (The Ascension of Isaiah), he was sawed in half during the reign of Manasseh (cf. Heb 11:37).”

“Isaiah wrote during the stormy period marking the expansion of the Assyrian empire and the decline of Israel.  Under King Tiglath-Pileser III (745-727 B.C.) the Assyrians swept westward into Aram (Syria) and Canaan. About 733 the kings of Aram and Israel tried to pressure Ahaz king of Judah into joining a coalition against Assyria.  Ahaz chose instead to ask Tiglath-Pileser for help, a decision condemned by Isaiah […] Assyria did assist Judah and conquered the northern kingdom in 722-721. This made Judah even more vulnerable, and in 701 King Sennacherib of Assyria threatened Jerusalem itself […] The godly King Hezekiah prayed earnestly, and Isaiah predicted that God would force the Assyrians to withdraw from the city (37:6-7).

“Nevertheless Isaiah warned Judah that her sin would bring captivity at the hands of Babylon.  The visit of the Babylonian king’s envoys to Hezekiah set the stage for this prediction [...] Although the fall of Jerusalem would not take place until 586 B.C., Isaiah assumes the demise of Judah and proceeds to predict the restoration of the people from captivity […] God would redeem his people from Babylon just as he rescued them from Egypt […] Isaiah predicts the rise of Cyrus the Persian, who would unite the Medes and Persians and conquer Babylon in 539 […] The decree of Cyrus would allow the Jews to return home in 538, a deliverance that prefigured the greater salvation from sin through Christ”

v. 1 “Isaiah was a prophet during the time when the original nation of Israel had been divided into two kingdoms – Israel in the north, and Judah in the south.  The northern kingdom had sinned greatly against, and the southern kingdom was headed in the same direction – perverting justice, oppressing the poor, turning from God to idols, and looking for military aid from pagan nations rather than from God.  Isaiah came primarily as a prophet to Judah, but his message was also for the northern kingdom.”

vv. 2-3 “The heavens and earth witness God’s complaint against his people, and the ox and the donkey dumbly rebuke Israel’s ingratitude.   Unreasoning beasts exhibit more sense and appreciation than unthinking Israel (cf. Jer. 8:7).  The words ‘children’ and ‘they’ are both emphatic in the Hebrew, underlining the unthinkable character of such filial rebellion”

vv. 7-9 “As Isaiah uttered these words, he may well have recalled the divine disclosure of things to come that had been given him at the time of his call (6:11-13).  God’s word had proved true.  City and country were both suffering, for their inhabitants were powerless against the invaders.  […]  It was the restraining hand of the Lord Almighty that saved Jerusalem from sharing the fate of its environs, and the prophet stresses this by placing the names of the two destroyed cities in a position of emphasis.”

v.9 “The prophet applies a well-known metaphor for destruction to the situation of the nation, ‘like Sodom and Gomorrah,’ which ancient hearers, as well as modern readers, would connect with the tale of the destruction of the two corrupt cities (Gen 18:1-19:29, esp. 19:24-26).  But the reference is in the subjunctive and the past tense: ‘If the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survivors, we would have been like Sodom and Gomorrah’ (NRSV, italics added).  The sinful nation has brought the disaster upon itself.  But the Lord intervened to stop the effects of evil and disloyalty just short of total destruction, leaving a few survivors and, significantly, the city of Jerusalem.”
 

vv. 10-15 “Sodom and Gomorrah – shocking and deeply insulting names to Isaiah’s hearers – suggest not only devastation but Gentile sin at its worst; yet the words ‘Lord’ and ‘our God’ have the overtones of a covenant relationship unknown to the cities of the plain.  The prophet presses home this point.  Rulers and people have a Sodom-like offensiveness to God, and their ostentatious religious observances only aggravate the situation.

“These verses highlight many features of Israel’s system of worship.  Verse 11 implies an abundance of sacrifices well beyond the divine requirements (cf. Mic 6:6-8).  God was nauseated by such a surfeit, and the ‘to me’ and ‘more than enough’ suggest the same kind of blasphemous, pagan idea of a god who needs to be fed with sacrifices that Ps 50 rejects with biting irony.  

“[…] God rejected ‘offerings’ rendered ‘meaningless’ by hypocrisy (cf. Jer 7:21-23; Hos 6:6 et al.).  The people have been shown as burdened with guilt (v.4); but here God is shown as burdened with their sacrifices.”

vv. 18-20 “In vv.18-20, the Lord, as plaintiff, no longer accuses and argues that punishment is necessary.  Now the plaintiff or prosecutor assumes that the case has been made: Their sins are ‘like scarlet … red like crimson.’  The Lord pleads the case with the people, arguing for an outcome other than judgment.  Remarkably, this prosecutor now calls for the people to repent of their sins and change their ways.  God holds out the possibility that the sins of the people can be washed away (v.18), and spells out the blessings for them if they are obedient (v.19).  But the sword still hangs over their heads.  If they refuse to repent and continue to rebel, judgment awaits.  So the plea for change includes both a promise and a warning.”

vv. 19-20 “Significantly, when cleansing and pardon come in 1:19-20, they are conditional: ‘If you are willing and obedient … but if you refuse and rebel’ (NRSV, italics added). God takes, and will continue to take, the initiative, but human response will determine the future.”

vv. 21-23 “Words like ‘justice’ and ‘rulers’ show that Isaiah was thinking primarily of the people’s leaders; so the past he had in mind was perhaps the time of David, when Jerusalem first came under Israelite control.  Silver and choice wine are probably metaphors for the rulers (cf. Jer 6:28, 30; Eze 22:18), who had become utterly decadent.”

v.21 “’The faithful city’ refers to Jerusalem, representing all of Judah. […]”

vv. 24-26 “ The burden God bears as the result of the meaningless offerings of his ‘foes’ demands relief in judgment.  His hand, so often stretched out against Israel’s enemies, has turned against his own people (cf. Zec 13:7).  His threat of vengeance has taken an unexpected turn, however, for it issues in cleansing rather than in destruction.  Although so sinful, they were still his people, and his judgments were directed toward the removal of their impurities.”

vv. 29-31 “The announcement of judgment in v. 29 alludes to a very different offense from the crimes mentioned to this point in the chapter.  ‘Oaks’ and ‘gardens’ are the sacred groves of the Canaanite fertility cult.  Thus, although there is no specific accusation of idolatry, ‘those who forsake the Lord’ (v.28) are the ones who have participated in non-Yahwistic worship (cf. 17:7-8; 65:3; Jer 3:6, 9; Hos 4:13).  To ‘be ashamed’ and to ‘blush’ are not the same as being guilty; it is to have one’s guilt exposed.”

Isaiah 1 – DT Questions

Isaiah 1:1-4

· What is God’s complaint against his people?  What makes rebellion against God such an outrageous sin?

Isaiah 1:5-6  

· What is ironic about persisting in rebellion?  How is it true that rebellion against God leads to affliction in the head, heart and body?

Isaiah 1:7-9

· How does v. 9 show God’s mercy even in the midst of judgment?  How have I experienced this kind of mercy of God in my life?

Isaiah 1:10  

· What would have been Israel’s response to being compared to Sodom and Gomorrah?   How do I respond when God shows a picture of me that is surprising and even offensive?

Isaiah 1:11-17

· Why did God find the multitude of their sacrifices “meaningless”, “detestable”, “hateful”, and “unbearable”?   Why is religious hypocrisy so offensive to God?  What can I learn about religion that God accepts from vv. 16-17 (cf. James 1:27)?  How can I concretely practice the exhortations from vv. 16-17?

Isaiah 1:18

· After recounting Israel’s rebellious ways in vv.1-17, what is surprising about God’s exhortation in verse 18?  What does this exhortation demonstrate about God’s heart for sinful people?

Isaiah 1:18-20

· How are my sins described?  What does this tell me about the seriousness of my sins? 

· How is God’s forgiveness described?  What does this tell me about the power of God’s forgiveness?

Isaiah 1:21-23

· What are the reasons for God’s lamenting over Israel?  What are some things in my life that warrant lamenting over?

Isaiah 1:24,25

· What is the purpose for which God turns His hand against His people, like He would against His enemies?  What are the dross and impurities that God has been trying to remove from my life lately?

Isaiah 1:26

· How should God’s people be known to the world?  What can I do on my part to build up my church to be such a presence in this world?

Isaiah 1:28-31

· Reflect on the description of the end to the rebels, sinners, those who forsake the Lord and the mighty man.  How does this bring clarity to how I should live my life?

Monday, July 7 – Journal
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Monday, July 7 – Isaiah 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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Tuesday, July 8 – Journal
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Tuesday, July 8 – Isaiah 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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Wednesday, July 9 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, July 9 – Isaiah 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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Thursday, July 10 – Journal
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Thursday, July 10 – Isaiah 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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