2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 29: 7/14 to 7/20


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Isaiah 40
 1 Comfort, comfort my people, 

       says your God.

 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

        and proclaim to her 

        that her hard service has been completed, 

        that her sin has been paid for, 

        that she has received from the LORD's hand 

        double for all her sins.

 3 A voice of one calling: 

        "In the desert prepare 

        the way for the LORD; 

        make straight in the wilderness 

        a highway for our God.

 4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

        every mountain and hill made low; 

        the rough ground shall become level, 

        the rugged places a plain.

 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

        and all mankind together will see it. 

        For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

 6 A voice says, "Cry out." 

        And I said, "What shall I cry?" 

        "All men are like grass, 

        and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.

 7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

        because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 

        Surely the people are grass.

 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

        but the word of our God stands forever."

 9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, 

        go up on a high mountain. 

        You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,

        lift up your voice with a shout, 

        lift it up, do not be afraid; 

        say to the towns of Judah, 

        "Here is your God!"

 10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

        and his arm rules for him. 

        See, his reward is with him, 

        and his recompense accompanies him.

 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

        He gathers the lambs in his arms 

        and carries them close to his heart; 

        he gently leads those that have young.

 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 

        or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? 

        Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 

        or weighed the mountains on the scales 

        and the hills in a balance?

 13 Who has understood the mind of the LORD, 

        or instructed him as his counselor?

 14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, 

        and who taught him the right way? 

        Who was it that taught him knowledge 

        or showed him the path of understanding?

 15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 

        they are regarded as dust on the scales; 

        he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.

 16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, 

        nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.

 17 Before him all the nations are as nothing; 

        they are regarded by him as worthless 

        and less than nothing.

 18 To whom, then, will you compare God? 

        What image will you compare him to?

 19 As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, 

        and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 

        and fashions silver chains for it.

 20 A man too poor to present such an offering 

        selects wood that will not rot. 

        He looks for a skilled craftsman 

        to set up an idol that will not topple.

 21 Do you not know? 

        Have you not heard? 

        Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

        Have you not understood since the earth was founded?

 22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 

        and its people are like grasshoppers. 

        He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 

        and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

 23 He brings princes to naught 

        and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.

 24 No sooner are they planted, 

        no sooner are they sown, 

        no sooner do they take root in the ground, 

        than he blows on them and they wither, 

        and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.

 25 "To whom will you compare me? 

        Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One.

 26 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: 

        Who created all these? 

        He who brings out the starry host one by one, 

        and calls them each by name. 

        Because of his great power and mighty strength, 

        not one of them is missing.

 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 

        and complain, O Israel, 

        "My way is hidden from the LORD; 

        my cause is disregarded by my God"?

 28 Do you not know? 

        Have you not heard? 

        The LORD is the everlasting God, 

        the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

        He will not grow tired or weary, 

        and his understanding no one can fathom.

 29 He gives strength to the weary 

        and increases the power of the weak.

 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 

        and young men stumble and fall;

 31 but those who hope in the LORD 

        will renew their strength. 

        They will soar on wings like eagles; 

        they will run and not grow weary, 

        they will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 40 – Commentary

vv.1-2. These words of comfort in verses 1-11 begin with God saying to His people (through Isaiah) that their time of trial was almost over. The repetition of the word comfort is for emphasis. Looking ahead to the Exile [Isaiah wrote in 8th century BC. The Exile took place in the 6th century BC], Isaiah wanted the covenant nation (My people) to be comforted. […]  Jerusalem was to be addressed tenderly (lit., ”to the heart, “ i.e., in gentle, encouraging words; cf. Hosea 2:14) as a mother would speak to her child. The 70-year Captivity was seen as almost over. […] Judah’s captivity was like the hardships of war. That time of trial had come because of her sin. But now her sin had been paid for so that God’s blessings could begin. As stated in the Mosaic Covenant, God would bless His people if they lived according to His Word. However, if they disobeyed Him, He would curse them and eventually cast them out of the land of Israel (Deut. 28:15-68, esp. vv. 49-52, 64). Now that cursing was seen as almost accomplished, Israel could have a new start. To receive double for all her sins does not mean to be punished beyond what she deserves but in keeping with what she deserves. The point is that she has now received ”full“ or ”sufficient“ punishment for all her sins (cf. ”double“ in Isa. 51:19; 61:7).

vv.3-5. Raising the valleys and lowering the mountains refer in hyperbole to workmen leveling or smoothing out the roads on which a dignitary would travel when he came to visit an area. Today an equivalent is, ”roll out the red carpet.“ In Isaiah’s day he was calling Israel to be ”smoothed out“ so that the Lord could come to the nation and rule.

vv.6-8. A second voice (cf. v. 3) spoke. This voice, probably God’s, gave the command, probably to Isaiah, to cry out. The voice told him to contrast the difference between people and God. People are temporary and they change. They are like wild grass and flowers that come up in the springtime only to fade and fail when the weather gets hot (cf. Pss. 37:2; 102:11; 103:15-16). By contrast, God never fails for His Word endures forever. This fact would greatly comfort and encourage the people in exile who read these words. Because God’s Word stands, His prophecy that the people would be restored to their land was sure to be fulfilled.

vv.18-20. With irony Isaiah wrote about two idols-one made of metal by a craftsman and then overlaid with gold and decorated with silver ornaments, and another selected by a poor man from wood and fashioned so that it will not fall over. (Other passages denouncing idols are 41:7; 44:9-20; 45:16, 20; 46:1-2, 6-7; Pss. 115:4-7; 135:15-18; Jer. 10:8-16; Hab. 2:19.) Both of these idol-makers used materials God created, and skills that God gave them! God, however, is unlike any idol. He is the Creator of all things including people. God is unique.

v.27. God’s people should never think He has forgotten them. Jacob and Israel are synonyms for all 12 tribes. […] Though the people of the Northern Kingdom were already exiled to Assyria, God was still watching over the few believers who remained true to Him. His covenant people should never think God did not see or remember them.

vv.28-31. On the question Do you not know? see comments on verse 21. Since God, who unlike pagan idols is eternal and the Creator, never grows weary (v. 28) He can give strength to those who are weary or weak (vv. 29-31). Among Isaiah’s original readers those who hope in the Lord were believers who remained faithful to God. They were the ones who would be restored. For his readers in captivity Isaiah was probably speaking of a national refreshing when the captives would be released and would return to their land. Even though in captivity they were weary the Lord would help them endure and soar . . . like eagles, to be uplifted emotionally and spiritually. 


Isaiah 40 – DT Questions

Isaiah 40:1-2

· What can I learn from the fact that God comforts those who fell into captivity through their own sinful disobedience?

· How have I experienced God’s merciful words of forgiveness “[spoken] tenderly” to me when I was burdened by the guilt of my sin?

Isaiah 40:3-5

· What preparations were being called for in anticipation of the glory of the Lord being revealed?

· How might this apply to me today?

Isaiah 40:6-8

· In what ways is it true that “all men are like grass, and all their glory like the flowers of the field?”

· In what ways do I continue to live as if human glory is worth pursuing?

· What would characterize a person who has based his/her life on the Word of God that “stands forever?”

· How has the Word of God been an enduring reality in my life?  
Isaiah 40:9-11

· What two seemingly contradictory descriptions of God are given in vv. 10-11?

· Why is this “good tidings?”

· How have I personally experienced these “good tidings” in my life?

Isaiah 40:15-20

· What is the folly of choosing idols over God?

· What am I investing in, which is “regarded by him as worthless” and “less than nothing?”

Isaiah 40:12-25

· Who is God and what is man?  What is the proper way to relate to this God?

· In what ways could I be trying to “instruct” God or “enlighten” God?

Isaiah 40:26-31

· What can I learn about God from the fact that, although the “nations are as nothing” to Him, He gives “strength to the weary” and power to the “weak?”

· In what ways can I relate to the complaint stated in v. 27?

· What is God’s response to the complaint?

· How does the exhortation to “lift your eyes and look to the heavens” help those who feel that their “cause is disregarded by […] God?”

· How does God’s response to the complaint provide reasons for why people may not be experiencing strength and power from God?

Monday, July 14 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, July 14 – Isaiah 40
How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Tuesday, July 15 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, July 15 – Isaiah 40
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, July 16 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, July 16 – Isaiah 40
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, July 17 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, July 17 – Isaiah 40
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, July 18 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, July 18 – Isaiah 40
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
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Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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