2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            

  Week 2: 1/6 to 1/12 


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/scripture_reflection_all.php . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer.

Commentary and DT Questions

Exodus 20

We must keep in mind at the outset that the Decalogue [the Ten Commandments] is no mere list of laws given in the abstract.  It is given by God to a people he has just redeemed.  They reflect the manner in which his people are to be “holy” (cf. ch.19).  It is, therefore, safe to say that these laws are more than simply good rules to live by.  They show us something of the nature of God, and for this they deserve our close attention.  We see in them not simply “what we must do” but what God is like.

Because Israel is God's people, they are to reflect God's nature in their conduct.  In this way they will bear witness to the nations that Yahweh is God and no other, which will lead to the nations acknowledging that God exists.  It is the redemptive-theological dimension of these commands that must be emphasized.  They are given to a redeemed people in order that they may more fully bear the image of God as they live among the nations of the world. ... Israel's task as a holy nation is to be a light to the Gentiles.  The Ten Commandments are a means toward that end.

Exodus 20:2

Verse 2 is not a commandment itself, but is a prologue that properly sets up the frame of mind from which all the commandments, indeed all of Israel’s existence, should be viewed. It reminds Israel who God is and what he has done. It begins with another “I am Yahweh” assertion. This God has brought the Israelites out of Egypt. The relationship between them has already been established. Now they are to learn what a redeemed life should look like. The law, in other words, is connected to grace. It is based on God’s gracious act of saving his people; it is not a condition of becoming God’s people, for that has already happened in the Exodus. They now receive rules for holy living, so they can become more and more God’s holy people. This is what God wants for them.

· God reminds the Israelites that He is “the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” What framework does this provide the Israelites as they receive the Ten Commandments?

Exodus 20:3-11

In fact the threat of punishment may be more severe than a surface reading of verse 5 lets on.  'Third and fourth generation' need not be taken literally.  For example, the refrain in Amos 1-2 ('for three sins...even for four') is not to be understood as literally only 'three or four' sins.  It means simply for all their many sins. Moreover, the blessing of Exodus 20:6 going to 'thousands of generations' likewise means more than just literally thousands, but a lot, perhaps even never-ending.  

In view of this, it seems that the second commandment is teaching that both obedience and disobedience have far-reaching implications for Israel's life as God's covenant people.  If they disobey, the effects will be felt for a long, long time.

 

It communicates the fact that the degree to which Israel obeys the commandments-- in this case, the second commandment-- will affect the long-term vibrancy and health of the community.  In other words, I take this to be a statement of corporate responsibility, that the disobedience of one or a few (see Josh. 7) affects the whole, not of literal blood descendants paying for their father's sins.

'The third commandment is directed not toward Yahweh's protection, but toward Israel's.  Yahweh's name...must be honored, blessed, praised, celebrated, invoked, pronounced, and so shared.  To treat Yahweh's name with disrespect is to treat his gift lightly, to undermine his power, to scorn his Presence, and to misrepresent to the family of humankind his very nature as "The One Who Always Is.'

· What is the significance of the first and second commandments in light of the fact that the Israelites had been living in a polytheistic culture (Egypt) and would eventually enter another polytheistic culture (Canaan)?

Exodus 20:12-17

Various questions arise: What does 'honor' of one's parents mean?  Does it mean doing what they say no matter what?  What if the parents are wrong?  Is there ever a time when children outgrow this commandment?

...The purpose of the Ten Commandments is to tell us God's 'pattern of conduct.' They reveal to the israelites a bit of who God is, knowledge that must translate into appropriate behavior on their part.  In other words, as glimpses into the nature of God and his relationship with his people, the Ten Commandments are not exhaustive pieces of legislation that account for each and every contingency and possibility.  They are to be obeyed, but as to how, that is a matter of continual reflection by the Israelites as they continue to live and grow in the shadow of God's love and protection.

· What is the common theme of the last six commandments?  What does this suggest regarding the correlation between my relationship with God and my relationship with other people?
· Are there ways I violate these commandments without actually committing the deed (cf. Matthew 5:22, 28, 40)?

Exodus 20:20-23

In other words, verse 20 can be paraphrased: 'Do not be afraid.  God is giving you a taste of himself so that this memory will stick with you to keep you from sinning.' The people's fear is to be tempered by the fact that God is giving them this experience for a reason.  A debilitating fear will give way to a healthy fear, one that will result in faithfulness on their part.  Again, this is not morality for its own sake, but for the sake of God's accomplishing his higher purpose.  The Israelites are to fear God and obey him so that the nations will one day do likewise...

· What does the fact that God seems to reiterate the first two commandments suggest about the importance of putting God first in my life?  Where on my list of priorities is honoring and worshipping God?  What are some things you can do today to rearrange your priorities so that God is first?
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
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I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 


