2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
          Week 32: 8/4 to 8/10


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
1 Thessalonians 4
1Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.

 3It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

 9Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.

 11Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

 13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.


1 Thessalonians 4 – Commentary

v.3 “Being sanctified or made holy is the process of living the Christian life.  The Holy Spirit works in us, conforming us into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).”

vv.9-10 “As exemplary as the Thessalonians had been (1:3; 3:6), however, further progress remained a goal for them (3:12). […] More love is always possible for Christians because the ultimate example of Christ himself (Jn 13:34; 15:12) is infinite and can only be approached, never fully reached.”

vv.11-12 “From the subject of love, Paul changes to something quite different--namely, the importance of industry and individual responsibility in Christian living. The two are not completely unrelated. Nothing disrupts the peace of a Christian community more than the unwillingness of members to shoulder their part of the responsibility for it. To disturb tranquility violates the love that permeates a truly Christian community. More specifically, some members of the Thessalonian church appear to have taken advantage of the liberality of other Macedonian Christians (cf. 2Co 8:1-5) in accepting financial help while making no effort at self-support, a condition that later grew worse (2Th 3:6-15).”

v.11 “A third exhortation, ‘work with your hands,’ suggests that idleness was likely a problem among the Thessalonians. In a Greek culture that degraded manual labor, Christianity joined with Judaism in viewing work as an honorable pursuit.”

v.13 “Paul's words ‘we do not want you to be ignorant’ introduce his correction of false impressions (cf. Ro 11:25; 1Co 10:1; 12:1). The Thessalonians had concluded that ‘those who fall asleep’ would miss the victory and glory of the Lord's return. Paul chooses this phrase in lieu of the ‘the dead’ because of death's temporary nature for Christians (cf. 1Co 7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 18, 20, 51; cf. also Jn 11:11). ‘Sleep’ is an appropriate term for deceased Christians because of their assured bodily resurrection--a doctrine Paul had previously taught the Thessalonians. […]”

“Paul wants to deliver his readers from the grief experienced by ‘the rest of men’ (cf. ‘outsiders,’ v.12). Non-Christians sorrow out of pity for the departed who have entered an unknown realm. For Christians, however, there need be no sorrow on behalf of those who are dead. Grief on behalf of the living and the loss sustained when a loved one dies is legitimate for Christians (Php 2:27) […] Those who have died are better off than those left behind and will be equal participants in future resurrection and the glory of Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 4 – DT Questions
1 Thessalonians 4:1-2

· What about Christian life can be learned from Apostle Paul’s exhortation to the Thessalonians to do “more and more” of what they were already doing?

· What are some things about which I need to heed the urging to do “more and more”?

1 Thessalonians 4:2-8

· What is God’s will for my life?

· What does it mean to be “sanctified” according to this text?

· Why is sexual ethics so important in the life of a Christian?

· Why is “knowing God” incompatible with living in “passionate lust”?  

· Are there areas of my life that I have neglected or avoided sanctifying before God?  If so, what can I commit to today to begin living a holy and honorable life before God?

1 Thessalonians 4:2, 8

· What is the authority behind these instructions?  

· How seriously do I take the moral instructions in the Bible?

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10

· What can I learn about the nature of love from the fact that Apostle Paul gives this exhortation in spite of acknowledging that they do love their brothers?

· Are there situations in which I try to limit the call to love more and more?  

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

· What is the relationship between leading a disciplined and diligent life and being able to love those around me?  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

· Why are we able to have hope even in the face of death?

· In light of the fact that death is not the final word, and that “we will be with the Lord forever,” how should this affect the way I approach fears and risks in life?  How does this affect my view of the call to love more and more?  

Monday, August 4 – Journal
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How is God speaking to me today?
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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