2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 33: 8/11 to 8/17


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Habakkuk 3

 1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigionoth.

 2 LORD, I have heard of your fame; 

        I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 

        Renew them in our day, 

        in our time make them known; 

        in wrath remember mercy.

 3 God came from Teman, 

        the Holy One from Mount Paran. 

        Selah 
        His glory covered the heavens 

        and his praise filled the earth.

 4 His splendor was like the sunrise; 

        rays flashed from his hand, 

        where his power was hidden.

 5 Plague went before him; 

        pestilence followed his steps.

 6 He stood, and shook the earth; 

        he looked, and made the nations tremble. 

        The ancient mountains crumbled 

        and the age-old hills collapsed. 

        His ways are eternal.

 7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 

        the dwellings of Midian in anguish.

 8 Were you angry with the rivers, O LORD ? 

        Was your wrath against the streams? 

        Did you rage against the sea 

        when you rode with your horses 

        and your victorious chariots?

 9 You uncovered your bow, 

        you called for many arrows. 

        Selah 

        You split the earth with rivers;

 10 the mountains saw you and writhed. 

        Torrents of water swept by; 

        the deep roared 

        and lifted its waves on high.

 11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens 

        at the glint of your flying arrows, 

        at the lightning of your flashing spear.

 12 In wrath you strode through the earth 

        and in anger you threshed the nations.

 13 You came out to deliver your people, 

        to save your anointed one. 

        You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, 

        you stripped him from head to foot. 

        Selah

 14 With his own spear you pierced his head 

        when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, 

        gloating as though about to devour 

        the wretched who were in hiding.

 15 You trampled the sea with your horses, 

        churning the great waters.

 16 I heard and my heart pounded, 

        my lips quivered at the sound; 

        decay crept into my bones, 

        and my legs trembled. 

        Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 

        to come on the nation invading us.

 17 Though the fig tree does not bud 

        and there are no grapes on the vines, 

        though the olive crop fails 

        and the fields produce no food, 

        though there are no sheep in the pen 

        and no cattle in the stalls,

 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 

        I will be joyful in God my Savior.

 19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 

        he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

        he enables me to go on the heights. 

        For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.




Habakkuk 3 – Commentary

Background

“Habakkuk's prophecy is set against a background of the decline and fall of the Judean kingdom (c. 626-586 B.C.)… Habakkuk was unique among the prophets because he did not speak for God to the people but rather spoke to God about his people and nation. The similarity with the other prophets is in the setting: the people of God, covenantally bound to him since the days of the Exodus, had sharply fallen away from those covenant standards (1:2-4). Violence and law-breaking (covenant violations) abounded, and the wicked seemed at least superficially to triumph. According to all that Habakkuk knew about God's holiness and covenant (cf. Deut 26:33, on which Habakkuk seemed dependent), Yahweh should have arisen to correct the situation, particularly in response to believing prayer for change by such as Habakkuk. Such correction had not been forthcoming, and the prayers of the righteous and the struggle for justice in the land seemed in vain, with the result that God's program of redemptive history was threatened.”

v.1 – “The title in 3:1 identifies the chapter as ‘a prayer of Habakkuk.’ This prayer was sung, the last verse giving instrumental directions for the music leader (3:19). ‘On Shigionoth’ is probably the tune or musical setting for singing.”

v.2 – “The song praises Yahweh for how Habakkuk would like him to act in this new situation, similar to how he acted in Israel’s memory. It is a subtle form of protestation that does not stop with protest. In verse 16, when the song changes form and enters its concluding bridge, Habakkuk has accepted a new realization — the revelation that Yahweh will work in a different and unsettling way to accomplish his purpose of covering the earth ‘with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD’ (2:14). In the end he declares his unconditional allegiance to Yahweh, no matter what the personal consequences may be for him (3:17 – 19).” 

v.3 – “God came from Teman … from Mount Paran’ (3:3a) leaves the reader wondering where Teman is and what God is doing there. The context would be clearer to the original listener. Teman is in southern Palestine and the Paran mountains lie further south, on the eastern edge of the Sinai Peninsula. God’s formation of Israel began in this region. It is the place in which Israel found refuge from Egypt after deliverance from the Egyptian army at the sea. It is the place of Mount Sinai, where the order of the community was established under God’s instructions. It is the place that God began to act in mighty ways to lead, protect, judge, and shape his people.” 

vv.7-8. “In Hab. 3:7 – 8 the distress of the people of the earth (mentioned in 3:4a) is brought into focus. The ‘tents of Cushan’ and ‘dwellings of Midian’ refer to the people living in the south, past whom Yahweh marched north on the way from the southern mountains of Paran. They were in anguish because of the Creator’s presence with Israel (Num. 31:7; Judg. 3:10). The word translated ‘distress’ (’awan) means distress resulting from injustice. Its second meaning, ‘idolatry,’ may be the proper context here. Cushan and Midian are in distress at the presence of the Creator-Warrior because they have been worshiping gods of their own making. Yahweh is marching north to deal with Babylon, but his presence and passing-by are terrifying to those who do not honor him.” 

vv.16-18 – “Habakkuk finally acknowledges that he has gotten the message about Babylon’s coming triumph (3:16). He is afraid because he believes the words concerning Judah’s demise to be true. His song has expressed hope in the earlier displays of the power of Yahweh. Nonetheless, he vows to rejoice in spite of what may come.   As Habakkuk’s song comes to its conclusion, the form and content change. In musical terms this is called a ‘bridge,’ which introduces a new musical theme and sometimes a change in key or tempo. […] The musical bridge begins (3:16a) with a connection to the refrain (3:2) in the words ‘I heard.’ Habakkuk acknowledges that he has heard what God said about the devastation that the Babylonians will bring (chs. 1 – 2). He feels the horror in every part of his body. His heart, lips, bones, and legs are internally shaken. ‘Heart pounded’ in Hebrew also is associated with the involuntary trembling of a stomachache that may lead to a cry of grief. The ‘decay in his bones’ indicates a general weakness, and the ‘trembling’ in the legs is faltering or stumbling. In spite of this Habakkuk says: ‘I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to fall’ on Babylon. He knows Israel’s devastation will be great as long as the Creator-Warrior does not intervene, but the prophet will wait patiently. In the meantime, he will believe. No matter what the external evidence, he believes what Yahweh has spoken. He ‘heard’ (3:2, 16), he ‘trembled’ (3:16), and yet he ‘will rejoice’ (3:18).” 

Habakkuk 3 – DT Questions
Habakkuk 3:1-15

· How can I learn about Habakkuk’s prayer to God?

· How have I experienced the fame and deeds of God in the world and in my own life?

· How does it necessarily follow that those who “stand in awe of [God’s] deeds” want to “make them known”?

Habakkuk 3:13-19

· Reflect on vv. 17-18.  What lessons about life, faith, and God does this passage teach?  

· Write a personal version of vv.17-18.
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
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I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 


