2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 39: 9/22 to 9/28


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt .
2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Psalm 51

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

       according to your unfailing love; 

       according to your great compassion 

       blot out my transgressions.

 2 Wash away all my iniquity 

        and cleanse me from my sin.

 3 For I know my transgressions, 

        and my sin is always before me.

 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

        and done what is evil in your sight, 

        so that you are proved right when you speak 

        and justified when you judge.

 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

        sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

 6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

        you teach [b] me wisdom in the inmost place.

 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

        wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

        let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

 9 Hide your face from my sins 

        and blot out all my iniquity.

 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

        and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

 11 Do not cast me from your presence 

        or take your Holy Spirit from me.

 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

        and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

        and sinners will turn back to you.

 14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, 

        the God who saves me, 

        and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

 15 O Lord, open my lips, 

        and my mouth will declare your praise.

 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

        you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

        a broken and contrite heart, 

        O God, you will not despise.

 18 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 

        build up the walls of Jerusalem.

 19 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, 

        whole burnt offerings to delight you; 

        then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Psalm 51 – Commentary

“Dominated by petition, Psalm 51 is ordinarily classified as a prayer for help or an individual lament/complaint.   What sets it apart is that the psalmist’s complaint involves his or her own sinfulness.  Thus the church has with good reason included it among the seven penitential psalms (Psalms 6; 32; 38; 102; 130; 143) […] The superscription is the first clue to what Psalm 51 is about: sin and forgiveness.  Although it is possible to conclude that the superscription dates the psalm accurately, it is much more likely that it was added later by the editors of the psalter to invite readers to hear Psalm 51 against the background of the story of David’s taking of Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah […] This story is as much or more about God’s character than it is about human sinfulness.”
 

v.1 “The psalmist appeals to the ‘unfailing love’ of God as the basis of hope for forgiveness.  Although he has failed through sin, Yahweh does not fail but continues in his commitment to sinful humans who acknowledge their sin and rely on God’s merciful forgiveness and love.”

v.3 “The first step to true penitence is a clear recognition of one’s own sin […] This is not the fleeting mood of a depressed conscience, but the clear knowledge of a man who, shocked by that knowledge, has become conscious of his responsibility; it is a knowledge which excludes every kind of self-deception, however welcome it might be, and sees things as they really are.”
 

v.4 “The true extent of grace is experienced only where the true depth of sin is grasped.  This comes about only when man’s sin is seen in the light of its relationship to something which is final, that is, in its relationship to God […] These words by no means imply a limitation of his sins, as if sins committed against his fellow men were excluded; on the contrary, sin is here conceived in the much wider setting of its relation to God, no matter against whom it has been directed.  In the last analysis every sin is directed against God, for it reflects the basic tendency of the human will which accomplishes ‘what is evil in God’s sight’ and thereby destroys the living contact with God.”
 

v.5 “The climatic v.5 has traditionally been cited in discussions of ‘original sin,’ […] It is not intended to suggest that sin is transmitted biologically or that sexuality is sinful by definition.  Rather, it conveys the inevitability of human fallibility.  In each human life, in the human situation, sin is pervasive.  We are born into it, and we cannot escape it.  While sin is a matter of individual decision, it also has a corporate dimension that affects us, despite our best intentions and decisions.”

v.6 “God wants truth in the inner parts.  The word truth emphasizes reliability and trustworthiness over absolute accuracy.   God is seeking a person whose external profession is consistent with the inner reality of his or her being that is often kept hidden away ‘in the inner parts’.”

v.9 “When God hides his face, the psalmist feels abandoned and distressed.  Here, however, he pleads with Yahweh to ‘hide his face’ – not from the psalmist but from his sins.  Such an act implies that God chooses not to take one’s failings into account but to ‘blot them out’.  Such restoration is entirely in God’s hands and is predicated on the ‘unfailing love’ and ‘compassion’ of Yahweh.”
   

vv.13-14, “Here the psalmist’s anticipation of deliverance leads to vows of public acts of praise and contrition that provide instructive exhortation to right actions for other sinners.  ‘Transgressors’ and ‘sinners’ will learn the ways of Yahweh by learning of the psalmist’s transformation through God’s redeeming grace.”
 

vv.16-17  “What God desires is inward change, marked by truth, wisdom, and a broken, contrite heart […] The object is not the absolute rejection of all substitutionary animal sacrifice.  The psalmist instead intends to demonstrate forcefully what sacrifice is really about and what gives true efficacy to the outward, ritual acts.  The groundwork for Christian sacramental theology […] is laid by the realization that it is the inward reality that is effective, not the symbolic outward signs.”

v.18-19, “It may well be that the exilic community read those verses about the spiritualizing of sacrifice as indicative of their own situation, where temple ritual was precluded because of its destruction […] In this way the exilic community reaffirms their understanding that it is the inner attitude of sin that invalidated the sacrificial system of Israel and led to the demise of the kingdom in exile.  It will be renewal of the inward life of repentance and faith that will restore the covenant community in its relationship with God”
 

Psalm 51 – DT Questions

Psalm 51:1

· What characteristics of God give the psalmist the confidence to appeal to Him for mercy?

· How have I experienced these characteristics in my life?

Psalm 51:2-5

· What is the psalmist’s central identity?

· How does my sense of the centrality of my sinfulness compare with the psalmist’s?  What might account for the difference?

· When was the last time I owned up to some sin in my life in the way that the psalmist does in this passage?

Psalm 51:6

· What is the relationship between truth and the ability to be taught wisdom?

Psalm 51:7-12

· When was the last time I experienced the desperation expressed in this psalm (regarding some sin in my life)?

Psalm 51:13-15

· Why is declaring God’s praise and teaching transgressors God’s ways a natural result of experiencing God’s salvation?

Monday, September 22 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, September 22 – Psalm 51
How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Tuesday, September 23 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, September 23 – Psalm 51
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, September 24 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, September 24 – Psalm 51
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, September 25 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, September 25 – Psalm 51
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, September 26 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, September 26 – Psalm 51
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Saturday, September 27 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Saturday, September 27 – Psalm 51

How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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