2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
         Week 40: 9/29 to 10/5


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt .
2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Titus 1
 1Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— 2a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, 3and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,

 4To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 

       Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

 5The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

 10For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision group. 11They must be silenced, because they are ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain. 12Even one of their own prophets has said, "Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons." 13This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the commands of those who reject the truth. 15To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.



Titus 1 – Commentary

vv.5-9  The overseer/elder is to be “blameless” (the same word as in v. 6) for a specific reason: He acts as God’s steward (oikonomos; NIV, “entrusted with God’s work”). The series of qualifications that follows specifies behavioral patterns that cannot characterize an elder if he is to be considered blameless. No elder should be “overbearing” — a word used to describe the terrible false teachers of the last days in 2 Peter 2:10 (NIV, “arrogant”); it can also be translated “self-willed” or “stubborn.” “Quick-tempered” is a weak translation of an adjective that denotes not merely a matter of losing one’s temper, but of being inclined to anger, irascible. The next three characteristics to be avoided — drunkenness, violence, and pursuit of “dishonest gain” — have counterparts in 1 Timothy 3:3, 8 (see comments there). 

Note that these characteristics are not intended to be unique to elders, for in one form or another they describe the ideal character of all Christian men and women. Their function here is to portray a morally well-rounded person, who will not disgrace the Lord and his church. 

v.7 The leader's true position and personal qualifications are given in vv. 7, 8. The switch in v. 7 to "overseer" shows that "elder" and "overseer" or "bishop" are interchangeable terms, yet with a different connotation. "Elder" (presbyteros) implies the maturity and dignity of the man, while "bishop" (episkopos) indicates his work as the "overseer" of God's flock.

    The Greek is more literally, "It is necessary that the overseer be blameless as God's steward." "The" is the generic use of the article and signifies the representative of the class. The repeated "blameless" prepares for the further elaboration in vv. 7-9, but now the stress is on "it is necessary" (dei), because of the elder's position as "God's steward." The steward was the manager of a household or estate, appointed by and accountable to the owner. The picture of the steward embodies one of Paul's favorite concepts of the ministry (1Cor 4:1, 2; 9:17; Eph 3:2; Col 1:25). The Christian minister is not merely the servant of the church; he exercises his office under God's authority and is directly accountable to him. This high office makes high demands on the character of the man. Five negative and six positive personal qualifications are listed in vv. 7, 8.

v.10 "There are many rebellious people" is a general statement of the external danger facing the Cretan churches. The worst offenders were Jewish, but they were not the only ones. These false teachers, apparently Cretans by birth, are not easily identified with any specific heresy. Apparently they were gnosticizing Judaists who as professed Christians sought to infiltrate the churches with their misguided teaching. They seemingly sought to fasten onto Christianity various aspects of Judaism and to present the hybrid as a teaching containing higher philosophical insights.

    Three terms describe these "many" false teachers: They are (1) "rebellious," refusing to subordinate themselves to any authority, rejecting the demands of the gospel on them; (2) "mere talkers," men fluent and impressive in speech that accomplishes nothing constructive; (3) "deceivers," men whose glib tongues exercise a fascination over the minds of their dupes and lead them astray. "Those of the circumcision group" were the most active offenders.

v.12 These Cretan false teachers were all the more dangerous because of the known nature of the people on whom they preyed. As evidence, Paul quoted a line from Epimenides (6th-5th century B.C.), who was held in honor on Crete as a poet, prophet, and religious reformer. The NIV rendering, "one of their own prophets," implies that Crete boasted a number of such prophets, a point not raised by Paul. The original, "A certain one of them, their own prophet," stresses that the quoted verdict came from one who had intimate knowledge of his own people and was esteemed by them as a "prophet." Paul was willing to accept this evaluation in order to underline the authority of his own judgment. The quotation establishes the picture without exposing Paul to the charge of being anti-Cretan. It put the Cretans on the horns of a dilemma. They must either admit the truthfulness of his verdict concerning them or deny the charge and brand their own prophet a liar.

    The triple charge--"Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons"--is supported by other extrabiblical witnesses. The pagan moralists classified Cretans with Cilicians and Cappadocians as preeminent in wickedness. So notorious was the Cretan reputation for falsehood that the Greek word kretizo ("to Crete-ize") meant "to lie." "Evil brutes" stigmatizes them as having sunk to the level of beasts, unrestrained in their brutality, always on a prowl for prey. "Lazy gluttons" underlines their greed as idle sensualists who desired to be filled without exerting personal effort to earn an honest living.

v.13b "Therefore," or "for which cause," introduces the action demanded by this situation. Titus must continue to "rebuke them sharply," dealing pungently and incisively with the danger, like a surgeon cutting away cancerous tissue. "Rebuke," the verb rendered "refute" in v. 9 above, may here be rendered "convict," effectively showing the error of the teaching that is being opposed. Generally, "them" is taken as a direct reference to the false teachers. They would obviously be dealt with whenever they sought to gain a hearing in the church, but it seems clear that the action demanded would also include those church members who were known to be receptive to the claims of the false teachers. Primary reference to the endangered church members seems clear from the contemplated results of the action commanded.

    The positive result aimed at is "that they will be sound in the faith." The verb sound means "to be in good health, be healthy," while the present tense indicates that the apostolic concern is their continued spiritual health. "The faith" denotes the truth embodied in the gospel they have personally accepted. Their personal spiritual health will be impaired if they feed on unhealthy doctrine.

v.14 Verse 14 states the two aspects of the teachings of the “circumcision group” that must be rejected. (1) One is “Jewish myths” (1 Tim. 1:4 and comments; 2 Tim. 4:4; Titus 3:9, which picks up the “endless genealogies” of 1 Tim. 1:4). The presence of Jews throughout the ancient world provided a network through which those who promulgated nonbiblical deviant stories could circulate their errors. It is not surprising that they appeared both in Ephesus and in Crete. 

(2) The other aspect of the heretics’ teachings has to do with daily life: “the commands of those [lit., of human beings] who reject the truth.” Contemporary translations that do not bring out the modifying term anthropon (i.e., “of mere human beings”) miss the opportunity to show the connection with Isaiah 29:13: “Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.” This passage was cited by Jesus (Matt. 15:9; Mark. 7:7) and is reflected in Colossians 2:22. Thus, the substitution of human commands for those of God was apparently even more pervasive than the following of myths and genealogies.

Titus 1 – DT Questions

Titus 1:1-2

· Has my knowledge of the truth led to godliness?  What is one way in which I can grow in godliness according to v. 1? 

· What is the significance of Apostle Paul underscoring the fact that God “does not lie?”

Titus 1:3

· How was God’s word “brought … to light?”

· Has the preaching of the gospel been “entrusted to” only Apostle Paul, or does this command apply also to me?

Titus 1:5

· Think about what the words “every town” implies about the extent of Apostle Paul’s church planting activity in Crete.

· Apostle Paul asks Titus to look after tasks still “left unfinished.”  What does this imply about the nature of God’s work, and the relationship between disciple and spiritual leader?

Titus 1:6-9

· Meditate on the qualifications of an elder/overseer that are listed in this passage. 

· blameless

· husband of one wife

· believing and obedient children (why relevant?)

· entrusted with God’s work

· not overbearing

· not quick-tempered

· not given to drunkenness

· not violent

· not pursuing dishonest gain

· hospitable

· loves what is good

· self-controlled

· upright

· holy

· disciplined

· hold firmly to the message as it has been taught

· encourage others by sound doctrine

· refute those who oppose sound doctrine

· How do I fare?  What lesson is there for all Christians?

· Reflect on the uniqueness of Christian leadership as opposed to other leadership.

· What would it take for a person to “hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught?”

· What does the high qualification for a Christian leader say regarding the nature of his or her responsibility?

Titus 1:10-14

· Who were the people that Apostle Paul told Titus to take action against and why was it necessary?

· What does the fact that bad teaching can “[ruin] whole households” say regarding the importance of having sound doctrine?

· How would the actual practice of Paul’s instruction, “rebuke them sharply,” be received in today’s churches?   What is it about today’s social climate that makes such a practice repugnant?

· Why does Apostle Paul need to talk about what even their own prophets said about Cretans in driving his point home about these rebellious people?

· Are there things from my upbringing, or cultural or family background that I have come to rationalize even though it’s clearly unbiblical?

Titus 1:15-16

· What are the explicit signs of both minds and conscience being corrupted?

· Why does Apostle Paul use such harsh words?  

· Consider if I am among those who “claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him?”

Monday, September 29 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, September 29 – Titus 1
How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Tuesday, September 30 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, September 30 – Titus 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, October 1 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, October 1 – Titus 1
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, October 2 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, October 2 – Titus 1
How is God speaking to me today?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, October 3 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, October 3 – Titus 1
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
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2008 Key Verse: 

Phil. 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.
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