2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
           Week 8: 2/17 to 2/23 


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Matthew 13

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9He who has ears, let him hear."

 10The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?"

 11He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13This is why I speak to them in parables:

   "Though seeing, they do not see;

      though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:

   " 'You will be ever hearing but never understanding;

      you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.

 15For this people's heart has become calloused;

      they hardly hear with their ears,

      and they have closed their eyes.

   Otherwise they might see with their eyes,

      hear with their ears,

      understand with their hearts

   and turn, and I would heal them.' 16But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

 18"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."

 24Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

 27"The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?'

 28" 'An enemy did this,' he replied.

      "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'

 29" 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "

 31He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches."

 33He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount[b] of flour until it worked all through the dough."

 34Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. 35So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:

   "I will open my mouth in parables,

      I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world."

 36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field."

 37He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

 40"As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

 44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

 45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

 47"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

 51"Have you understood all these things?" Jesus asked.

      "Yes," they replied.

 52He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old."

 53When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. 55"Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 57And they took offense at him.

      But Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor."

 58And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.

Matthew 13 Commentary

Matthew 13 Commentary

**Except where noted otherwise, all the commentary excerpts are quoted from:
Kenneth L. Barker and John R. Kohlenberger III, Gen. Ed.  Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary (2 volumes) Pradis CD (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994). 
vv.2-3 “Jesus used many illustration, or parable, when speaking to the crows. A parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar.  It helps us understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships.  Parables compel listeners to discover truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it.  To those who are honestly searching, the truth becomes clear.  We must be careful not to read too much into parables, forcing them to say what they don’t mean.  All parables have one meaning unless otherwise specified by Jesus.”

vv.3-7 The focus of this parable is not the sower but the soils. The farmer scatters the seed, which falls in various places. Paths run through and around the unfenced fields, which are too hard to receive the seed; it is eaten by birds. "Rocky places" are those in which the limestone bedrock lies close to the surface; there is little depth of soil. As the rainy season ends and the sun's heat increases, the shallow soil heats up quickly. The seeds sprout and promise to be the best of the crop. But the unrelenting summer heat demands that plants send deep roots down for water, and the bedrock prevents this, so they wither. Like grass on rooftops, the young plants wither before they can grow (Ps 129:6). Other seed falls into hedges of thorns that deprive the plants of needed sun and nourishment. 

v.10 "The disciples" approached Jesus, apparently in private (cf. Mk 4:10). If this occurred at the end of the discourse, the plural "parables" would be well accounted for. The focus of Jesus' reply (vv. 11-17) is on the fact that the revelation is given to some and not to others and why this is so. 

“When speaking in parables, Jesus was not hiding truth from sincere seekers, because those who were receptive to spiritual truth understood the illustrations. To others they were only stories without meaning.  This allowed Jesus to give spiritual food to those who hungered for it while preventing his enemies from trapping him sooner than they might otherwise have done.”

“In this sense, the parables of Jesus were not illustrations making difficult things clear to all who heard. They were a way of “encoding” God’s message so the spiritually sensitive could understand, but the hardened would merely hear a story without heaping up additional condemnation to themselves for rejecting God’s Word.”

vv.11-12 The antithesis of v.12 is proverbial and repeated elsewhere (25:29; cf. Mk 4:25; Lk 8:18). It warns against taking spiritual blessings for granted and serves to increase gratitude and a sense of privilege among those who continue to enjoy them. What is lost in the second part of the antithesis is one's standing as the expected subject of the kingdom (cf. 8:11-12). 

“The same sun that softens the wax hardens the clay; and so the very same gospel message which breaks down honest hearts and leads to repentance, hardens the hearts of the dishonest and confirms them in their path of disobedience.”

v.13 Jesus now explicitly applies his answer of vv. 11-12 to those who are not disciples. Whereas Mark introduces this quote from Isaiah with "so that" (see comment on Mk 4:12), Matthew introduces it with "because," which means that Jesus speaks in parables because the people are spiritually insensitive. Though they "see," they do not really "see." 


In other words, in v.11-12 Jesus acknowledges that he has chosen his disciples to understand his mysteries. Now in v.13, he gives the human reason behind his election process: spiritual dullness on the part of the crowd. Jesus affirms that what is taking place in his ministry is, on the one hand, the decreed will of God and the result of biblical prophecy and, on the other hand, a terrible rebellion and chronic unbelief. This places the responsibility for the divine rejection of those who fail to become disciples on their own shoulders while guaranteeing that none of what is taking place stands outside God's control and plan. The same sort of pairing has already been expressed in 11:25-30. 


This sheds much light on the parables. It is naive to say Jesus spoke them so that everyone might more easily grasp the truth, and it is simplistic to say that the sole function of parables to outsiders was to condemn them. If Jesus simply wished to hide the truth from the outsiders, he need never have spoken to them. His concern for mission (9:35-38; 10:1-10; 28:16-20) excludes that idea. So he must preach without casting his pearls before pigs (7:6). He does so in parables--i.e., in such a way as to harden and reject those who are hard of heart and to enlighten his disciples. His disciples, it must be remembered, are not just the Twelve but those who were following him (see comment on 5:1-12) and who, it is hoped, go on to do the will of the Father (12:50) and do not end up blaspheming the Spirit (12:30-32). Thus the parables spoken to the crowds do not simply convey information, nor mask it, but present the claims of the inaugurated kingdom and so challenge the hearers. 


For example, the parables of the soils not only says that the kingdom advances slowly and with varied responses to the proclamation of that kingdom but implicitly challenges hearers to ask themselves what kinds of soil they are. Those whose hearts are hardened and who lose what little they have do not participate in the messianic kingdom they have been looking for, and for them the parable is a sentence of doom. Those who have ears to hear, to whom more is given, perceive and experience the dawning of the Messianic Age; and for them the parable conveys the mysteries of the kingdom. 

vv.14-15 Matthew goes on to give a "fulfillment formula" passage from Isa 6:9-10. The Messiah who comes to reveal the Father (11:25-27) succeeds only in dulling what little spiritual sense many of the people have, for they do not want to turn and be healed. The context of Isa 6:9-10 reveals that their dullness will continue "until the cities lie ruined . . . and the fields ruined and ravaged . . . and the land is utterly forsaken. . ." (Isa 6:11-13). The reference is to the Exile; but the events surrounding it are seen as a paradigm, the classic case of rejection of God and resulting judgment, repeated in Jesus' generation on a new level and so fulfilling the words of the prophecy. 


The part of v.15 beginning with "Otherwise" expresses God's judgment: the people have closed their eyes as the result of divine judicial action, otherwise they might see and turn, etc. The thought then becomes similar to 2Th 2:11. Neither Jesus nor Matthew would see anything incongruous in God's judicial hardening (see comment on v.13). 

vv.16-17 The disciples were blessed by God and privileged above the crowd because they saw and heard what "many prophets and righteous men" (v.17; 10:40-42) longed to see but did not. The reference is to OT prophets and others who were righteous before God--people who looked forward to the coming of the kingdom. Here one cannot help but include Simeon (Lk 2:25-35) and Anna (Lk 2:36-38). Just as the crowd in Jesus' day stands in the line of the willfully blind in the OT (vv. 14-15), so Jesus' disciples stand in the line of the prophets (as in 5:11-12). The fulfillment motif is operating, showing that the division taking place with the coming of the kingdom stands in succession to the divisions already spelled out in the Scriptures. 

v.19 Matthew plunges right into the significance of the various soils. The first soil (that which is "along the path") refers to those who hear the message about the kingdom, but, like hardened paths, do not let the truth penetrate their hearts (see comment on 5:8). Before they really understand it, the evil one (cf. 6:13; 12:45) or Satan (cf. Mk 4:15) has snatched it away. Close study of birds as symbols in the OT and especially in the literature of later Judaism shows that birds regularly symbolize evil and even demons or Satan (Rev 18:2). 

vv.20-21 The person who receives the message of the kingdom in a thoughtless way may show immediate signs of life and promise to be the best of the crop: he or she receives the truth "with joy." But without real root, there is no fruit; and external pressures, trouble, and persecution (cf. 24:9, 21, 29), like sun beating on a rootless plant, soon reveal the shallowness of this soil. Just as quickly such people fall away. Such temporary disciples are always numerous in times of revival and were so in Jesus' ministry (cf. comments on 12:32). 

v.22 The seeds among thorns represent those who do not hear the word "with joy" (v.20) and never permit the message about the kingdom to control them: life has too many other commitments that slowly choke the struggling plant, so that it never matures and bears fruit. The competing "thorns" are summed up under two headings--the worries of this life (see comments on 6:25-34) and devotion to wealth (cf. 6:19-24; 1Ti 6:9). Such concerns snuff out spiritual life. "Deceitfulness" suggests that one may not be aware of the choking that is going on. This warning is timeless. 

v.23 By contrast with the negative results of the preceding verses, we now come to the person who hears the word and understands it (thus reverting to the categories of Isa 6:9-10 used in vv. 13-15, 19). The interpretation, like the parable itself, ends positively. And we must not fail to notice that the soil that produces only a small crop is nevertheless called "good" (cf. 25:22-23). The parable of the soils shows that the kingdom will produce an abundant crop in spite of hard hearts, competing pressures, and even failure. 

v.24 Jesus "told them" (i.e., the people, not the disciples; cf. vv. 34, 36) another parable. The kingdom of heaven "is like" the situation of "a man who sowed good seed in his field." The Greek tense used here implies that the kingdom has become like the situation of this man. What Jesus argues is both that the kingdom has come (see 4:17; 12:28) and that the Parousia (Jesus’ Second Coming) is still delayed. 

vv.25-27 "Sleeping" does not imply that the servants were neglectful but that the enemy was stealthy and malicious. What he sowed in the field was almost certainly bearded darnel, which is botanically close to wheat and difficult to distinguish from it when the plants are young. The roots of the two plants entangle themselves around each other; but when the heads of grain appear on the wheat, there is no doubt which plant is which. As the growing takes place, the servants tell their master or the head of the house (see comment on 10:25) about the weeds. 

vv.28-30 The owner blames an enemy, but forbids his servants from attempting to separate weed from wheat till the harvest. Then, as the workers reap the field, only the wheat will be gathered; the weeds, apparently so plentiful they must first be gathered up and burned, contaminate the wheat no longer. "Harvest" is a common metaphor for the final judgment (see comment on 9:37-38). 

vv.31-32 The mustard seed is "the smallest of all your seeds," but it becomes a large tree--large in comparison with the tiny seed and large enough for birds to perch in its branches. The image recalls OT passages that picture a great kingdom as a large tree with birds flocking to its branches (Eze 17:22-24; 31:3-14; Dan 4:7-23). The point Jesus is making is that there is a basic connection between the small beginnings taking place under his ministry and the kingdom in its future glory. Though the initial appearance of the kingdom may seem inconsequential (and here is where the emphasis is), the tiny seed leads to the mature plant. 

v.33 “In other bible passages, yeast is used as a symbol of evil or uncleanness.  Here it is a positive symbol of growth.  Although yeast looks like a minor ingredient, it permeates the whole loaf.  Although the kingdom began small and was nearly invisible, it would soon grow and have a great impact on the world.”

v.36 The disciples need explanations (cf. also 15:15-16). They are not distinguished from the crowds by their instant and intuitive understanding but by their persistence in seeking explanations (see comment on vv.10-13). 

vv.37-39 Jesus is the one who both sows the good seed and directs the harvest. One of the most significant details in the parables is the way key images that in the OT apply exclusively to God, or occasionally to God's Messiah, now stand for Jesus himself. These images include sower, director of the harvest, rock, shepherd, bridegroom, father, giver of forgiveness, vineyard owner, lord, and king. 


"The field is the world" (not to be confused with the church). This brief statement presupposes a mission beyond Israel (cf. 10:16-18; 28:18-20) and confirms that the narrower command of 10:5-6 is related exclusively to the mission of the Twelve during the period of Jesus' earthly ministry (see comment on 10:5b-6). 


In this parable and its interpretation, unlike the parable of the sower, the good seed stands for the "sons of the kingdom" (cf. comment on 5:9)--a healthy reminder that images can symbolize different things in different contexts. It refers to those who truly are the objects of messianic favor and participants in the messianic kingdom. For their sake the "weeds" are now preserved, and at the "harvest" for their sake the "weeds" will be destroyed. These weeds are "the sons of the evil one." The devil himself is the enemy (v.39); the harvest is the end of the age (see comment on 9:37); and the harvesters are angels (24:30-31; 25:31). 

v.44 The situation of the kingdom is like the situation of a treasure hidden in a field, which someone finds by chance. Under rabbinic law if a workman came on a treasure in a field and lifted it out, it would belong to his master, the field's owner; but here the man is careful not to lift the treasure out till he has bought the field. The focus of the parable, therefore, is on the value of the treasure, which is worth every sacrifice. When the man buys the field at such sacrifice, he possesses far more than the price paid (cf. 10:39). The kingdom of heaven is worth infinitely more than the cost of discipleship, and those who know where the treasure lies joyfully abandon everything else to secure it. 

vv.45-46 The word "again" ties this parable closely to the preceding one. The connection is the supreme worth of the kingdom. But here we deal with a merchant whose business it is to seek pearls, and who chances on one of supreme value. Unlike the man in the last parable, he pays a full price. Although he is an expert in pearls, this single find so far surpasses any other pearl he has ever seen that he considers it a fair exchange for everything else he owns. Thus Jesus is saying that the person whose whole life has been bound up with "pearls"--the entire religious heritage of the Jews?--will, on comprehending the true value of the kingdom as Jesus presents it, gladly exchange all else to follow him. 

vv.47-48 Thematically and structurally, this parable is parallel to the parable of the weeds. But whereas the parable of the weeds focuses on the long period of the reign of God during which weeds coexist with wheat and the enemy has large powers, this parable simply describes the situation that exists when the Last Judgment takes place: the kingdom embraces "good" fish and "bad" fish, and only the final sweep of the net sorts them out. 

v.52 “Anyone who understands God’s real purpose in the law as revealed in the Old Testament has real treasure.  The Old Testament points the way to Jesus, the Messiah.  Jesus always upheld its authority and relevance.  But there is a double benefit to those who understand Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of heaven.  This was a new treasure that Jesus was revealing.  Both the old and new teaching give practical guidelines for faith and for living in the world.  The religious leaders, however, were trapped in the old and blind to the new.  They were looking for a future kingdom preceded by judgment.  Jesus, however, taught that the kingdom was now and the judgment was future.  The religious leaders were looking for a physical and temporal kingdom (via military rebellion and physical rule), but they were blind to the spiritual significance of the kingdom that Christ brought.”

Matthew 13 DT Questions

Matthew 13:20-21

· What characteristics might define a man who “hears the word and at once receives it with joy” but “lasts only a short time” and "quickly falls away" from the fact that he has no root?

· The rocky soil is actually a reference to a type of shallow soil that had a layer of rock underneath it.  Thus, the roots could not penetrate deeper into the soil.  Given the link between having no root, and falling away when troubles or persecutions come, what might be some layers of rock that keep the gospel at a shallow level in my life?

· What can I do to break up the rocky layer in my heart?

Matthew 13:22

· Think about the role of thorns.  They suck up the nutrients in the soil, grow faster than the newly budding seed, and overshadow it, preventing the new shoot from growing.  What is it about “the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth” that work like thorns in a person’s heart, choking out the word?  

· What is deceitful about wealth?

· What false promises about wealth have I not uprooted?

· What worries do I allow to occupy my mind, and dwell in my imagination?

Matthew 13:24-49

· Am I living with the “end of the age” in mind?  How can I best prepare for that day?

· Assess the degree of my personal agreement with the parable of treasure hidden in a field and the parable of a merchant looking for fine pearls regarding the worth of the kingdom of God.

· What relevance does the context of final judgment have on the wisdom of the drastic action taken by the man who found the treasure and the merchant looking for fine pearls?

· What about the gospel makes it aptly compared to a mustard seed and yeast?   

Matthew 13:54-58

· On what basis did the townspeople deny Jesus’ spiritual authority and message?   What was foolish about their criteria?

· Why does “familiarity breed contempt,” and what warning does this give me?

· How can my lack of faith discourage the work of God from happening around me?
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