2008 Weekly Scripture Reflection          

            
           Week 9: 2/25 to 3/2 


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.waypointcc.org/dt . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer. (e.g., surrendering this new day to God, thanking Him for specific things, repenting of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing, committing to do what God would want specifically, etc.)
Romans 8

1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

 5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

 9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

 12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

 26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

 31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:

   "For your sake we face death all day long;

      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8 - Commentary

v.1 “The ‘condemnation’ spoken of here is the final judgment that God, the righteous judge, will mete out at the last. It is the necessary reaction of the justice-loving God to all injustice; of the God who created image-bearing human beings to all that defaces and destroys that likeness.”

“The verdict is not ‘less condemnation.’ That's where many of us are at - we think that our standing has improved in Jesus. It hasn't improved, it's been completely transformed, changed to no condemnation.”

“Romans 8 begins with no condemnation; it ends with no separation, and in between there is no defeat.”

“We receive this glorious declaration from God’s court: ‘no condemnation.’ We don’t receive it because we don’t deserve condemnation; we certainly do deserve condemnation. We receive it because Jesus bore the condemnation we deserved, and our identity is now found in Him. As He is condemned no more, neither are we.”

vv.1-2 “The natural antithesis to condemnation is justification. Justification is such a basic truth to Paul that he brings it even into his discussion of the Christian life (8:33-34; cf. 8:10). It is the basis and starting point for sanctification. Believers must be assured of acceptance with God before they can grow in grace and conformity to Christ.”
  

v.2 “We are free from the law of sin. Though he inevitably does, the Christian does not have to sin, because he is freed from sin’s dominion. We are free from the law of death; death no longer has any lasting power against the believer. Romans 8:1 tells us we are free from the guilt of sin. Romans 8:2 tells us we are free from the power of sin.”

“[…] talk of setting slaves free is exodus language: the present paragraph is describing how those who are in the Messiah, and indwelt by the Spirit, are brought out of the Egypt of sin and death and promised citizenship in the kingdom of life.”

v.3 The law can do many things. It can guide us, teach us, and tell us about God’s character. But the law cannot give energy to our flesh (in NIV, sinful nature); it can give us the standard, but it cannot give us the power to live pleasing to God.”

“The law is weak to us, because we are weak to it: the sun cannot give light to blind eye, not from any impotency in itself, but merely from the incapacity of the subject it shines upon. (Poole)”

“The law could not defeat sin; it could only detect sin. Only Jesus can defeat sin, and He did just that through His work on the cross.”

“In order to defeat sin, Jesus had to identify with those bound by it, by coming in the likeness of sinful flesh. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul carefully chose his words here, indicating that Jesus was not sinful flesh, but He identified with it entirely.  We could not say that Jesus came in sinful flesh, because He was sinless. We could not say that Jesus came in the likeness of flesh, because He really was human, not just like a human. But we can say that Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh because although He was human, He was not sinful in Himself.”

v.4 “Because Jesus fulfilled the righteous requirement of the law, and because we are in Christ, we fulfill the law. The law is fulfilled in us in regard to obedience, because Jesus righteousness stands for ours. The law is fulfilled in us in regard to punishment, because any punishment demanded by the law was poured out upon Jesus.”

“Paul does not say that we fulfill the righteous requirement of the law. He carefully says that the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us (NIV, fully met in us) It isn’t fulfilled by us, but in us. Simply put, Jesus is our substitute. Jesus was treated as a sinner so we can be treated as righteous.”

vv.3-4 “One should observe the balance in this passage between the divine and human elements in Christian life. Paul recognizes that believers are not robots, but persons accountable for their redeemed lives. At the same time Paul pictures the requirement of the law as fulfilled (passive) in believers, not by them, as though to remind them that the redeemed do not possess spiritual power that they can control and utilize on their own. Rather, the Spirit is always channeling that power and never releases it to those in whom he lives for them to use independently of him. The power to keep the law resides in the Spirit.”

v.5 “’Mind’ translates phronema, which can be rendered ‘mind-set’; it denotes the basic direction of a person’s will”

v.7 “Paul didn’t say that the carnal mind was at enmity with God - he put it even stronger than that. The carnal mind is enmity against God (NIV, sinful mind is hostile to God) ‘It is not black, but blackness; it is not at enmity, but enmity itself; it is not corrupt, but corruption; it is not rebellious, it is rebellion: it is not wicked, it is wickedness itself. The heart, though it be deceitful, is positively deceit; it is evil in the concrete, sin in the essence, it is the distillation, the quintessence of all things that are vile; it is not envious against God, it is envy; it is not at enmity, it is actual enmity.’ (Spurgeon)”

“Newell on Romans 8:7: ‘Perhaps no one text of Scripture more completely sets forth the hideously lost state of man after the flesh.’”

vv.12-13 “The apostle turns now from instruction to exhortation, from what God has done through Christ and the Spirit to what the believer is expected to do by way of response. But even with a strong emphasis on human responsibility, the desired lifestyle can be accomplished only ‘by the Spirit.’ The special ministry described here is mortification (putting the sinful nature to death). It is the message of 6:11-14 all over again, except for the reminder that no one can hope to deal effectively with the sinful nature simply by determination alone. The Holy Spirit is needed, and he is the Spirit of power.”

“Do Spirit-controlled Christians still sin? Yes, but not while they are controlled by the Spirit. Having the Spirit of God within does not always mean surrendering to his control. To use Paul’s language, we can be in the Spirit, but not live according to the Spirit.  We can live in another part of the world, but not live according to its customs, patterns and ways.  The journey of discipleship involves learning how to let the Spirit have control.”

vv.14-17 “Paul uses adoption or ‘sonship’ to illustrate the believer’s new relationship with God.  In Roman culture, the adopted person lost all rights in his old family and gained all the rights of a legitimate child in his new family.  He became a full heir to his new father’s estate. Likewise, when a person becomes a Christian, he or she gains all the privileges and responsibilities of a child in God’s family.  One of these outstanding privileges is being led by the Spirit (see Galatians 4:5,6).  We may not always feel as though we belong to God, but the Holy Spirit is our witness.  His inward presence reminds us of who we are and encourages us with God’s love (5:5).”

vv.15-16 “But the beating heart of the whole sequence of thought is found in Paul’s description of the prayer that the Spirit inspires within God’s children (vv.15-16, 26-27).  The ‘Abba’ prayer that echoes Jesus’ own prayer, and provides the clearest evidence that one is indeed a child of God, is balanced by the ‘inarticulate groaning’ in which the Spirit calls to the Father from within the hearts of Christians, expressing the longing of all creation for full redemption.  In this, too, those in Christ are conformed to the image of the Son (8:29), standing between the pain of the world and the love of God, discovering that their own sufferings, including the ones they cannot begin to comprehend, are somehow themselves becoming the vessels and vehicles of God’s redeeming love.”

v.17 “There is a price for being identified with Jesus.  Along with the great treasures, Paul mentions the suffering that Christians must face.  What kinds of suffering are we to endure?  For first-century believers, there was economic and social persecution, and some even faced death.  We too must pay a price for following Jesus. In many parts of today’s world, Christians face pressures just as severe as those faced by Christ’s first followers.  Even in countries where Christianity is tolerated or encouraged, Christians must not become complacent.  To live as Jesus did – serving others, giving up one’s own rights, resisting pressures to conform to the world – always exacts a price.  Nothing we suffer, however, can compare to the great price that Jesus paid to save us.”

vv.20-21 “Why was creation subjected to frustration?  Because it suffered from the consequence of human sin.  The fall of humankind into sin brought a curse upon the planet: God’s order for creation was overturned, leaving the earth to face disasters, disease and death.  Paul pictures creation as a woman in childbirth, groaning to be delivered from the condition she is in.”

vv.18-22 “Before passing to the final ministry of the Spirit (vv.26-27), Paul lingers over the concept of future glory in relation to present suffering. […] Weighed in the scales of lasting values, the sufferings endured in this life are light indeed, compared with the splendor of the life to come--a life undisturbed by anything hostile or hurtful. Scripture does not tell us much of what that glory will be, but it assures us that it will be. The glory will be revealed ‘in us’ (or possibly ‘to us’). 


“Instead of considering the future simply from the standpoint of the redeemed, Paul enlarges the perspective to include the whole ‘creation’, which is here personified as longing for the time when the children of God will enjoy the consummation because creation's own deliverance from the frustration imposed on it by the Fall cannot come until that time. This accords with the superior place given humankind in the creation (Ge 1:26-28; Ps 8:5-8). ‘Eager expectation’ is a picturesque term describing a person leaning forward out of intense interest and desire, usually used in Scripture regarding one's attitude toward the Lord's coming (e.g., Gal 5:5; Php 3:20; Heb 9:28).”
  

v.23 “We will be resurrected with bodies, glorified bodies like the body Christ now has in heaven (see 1 Corinthians 15:25-58).  We have the ‘firstfruits,’ the first installment or down payment of the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our resurrection life (see 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:14).”
  

v.24 “We are waiting for our adoption; though there is definitely a sense in which we are already adopted (Romans 8:15), there is also a sense in which we wait for the consummation of that adoption - the redemption of our body.”

vv.24-25 “In Romans, Paul presents the idea that salvation is past, present, and future.  It is past because we were saved the moment we believed in Jesus Christa as Savior (3:21-26;5:1-11;6:1-11, 22, 23); our new life (eternal life) begins at that moment.  And it is present because we are being saved; this is the process of sanctification […] But at the same time, we have not fully received all the benefits and blessings of salvation that will be ours when Christ’s new kingdom is completely established.  That’s our future salvation.  While we can be confident of our salvation, we still look ahead with hope and trust toward that complete change of body and personality that lies beyond this life, when we will be like Christ (1 John 3:2).”

“In keeping with the eager waiting of those who long for their complete salvation (v.23) is the emphasis on hope (vv.24-25; cf. also 5:4). The Christian pilgrims are on the road to glory, assured that the promises of the word and the spiritual energy provided for their ‘walk’ are not illusory. As they see the dark tunnel of death ahead of them, they are confident that beyond it the road leads on to their ultimate destination, even though it remains unseen. Because an element of our salvation--the redemption of the body--is held in reserve, we have hope. If all were ours now, there would be no place for this experience. Since the object of our hope is not yet realized, ‘we wait for it patiently’ (or ‘with endurance,’ if the hardships and sufferings that remain to be faced are in view).”
 


v.25 “[…] the Christian is called to patience. But patience is no mere dispassionate passing of the time.  The word Paul uses for ‘wait’ here is apekdechometha, the same root that was used in v.19, where most interpreters recognize a note of eagerness, of excited expectation. The last three words of v.25 thus have an almost oxymoronic flavor, with the emphasis falling not, as in most English translations, on ‘with patience’ […] but on ‘eagerly await’: if we hope for what do not yet see, then, with steady patience, we maintain an eager expectation.”

vv.26-27 “At length Paul arrives at the final ministry of the Spirit mentioned in this chapter, his work of intercession. ‘In the same way’ seems to link this ministry with hope. Both help to sustain believers amid the burdens and disappointments of life. The word ‘weakness’ is a general expression for the Christian's limitations while still in the human body. Paul had long before discovered his weakness and along with it the compensating factor of the power of God (2Co 12:9-10). He admits that we often do not know our real needs as God sees them, nor do we know the needs of others. Going deeper, we do not know the will of God respecting these things. In the last analysis, it is God's will that determines how our prayers will be answered. 


“Standing over against this severe limitation is the gladdening information that ‘the Spirit helps us.’ The culmination of the Spirit's activity on our behalf is the declaration that he intercedes ‘for the saints’ (intercessory prayer means prayer for others). Prayer activity on the part of believers goes on in the background and is overshadowed by the part played by the Spirit of God. Elsewhere (Eph 6:18) this is called praying in the Spirit. 


“Verse 27 is needed to clarify something referred to in v.26, i.e., the inexpressible groanings. How can such prayer, if it be called prayer at all, be answered? Are not such prayers unintelligible? Not for God! He is no stranger to the intent of the Spirit. He knows what the inexpressible meaning is, because the petitions that the Spirit voices are strictly in accord with the will of God.”

v.28 “God works in ‘all things’ – not just isolated incidents – for our good.  This does not mean that all that happens to us is good.  Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good.  Note that God is not working to make us happy, but to fulfill his purpose.  Note also that this promise is not for everybody.  It can be claimed only by those who love God and are called according to his purpose.  Those who are ‘called’ are those the Holy Spirit convinces and enables to receive Christ.  Such people have a new perspective, a new mind-set on life.  They trust in God, not life’s treasures; they look for their security in heaven, not on earth; they learn to accept, not resent, pain and persecution because God is with them.”

vv.29-30 “Some believe these verses mean that before the beginning of the world, God chose certain people to receive his gift of salvation.  They point to verses like Ephesians 1:11 […] Others believe that God foreknew those who would respond to him […] What is clear is that God’s purpose for people was not an afterthought; it was settled before the foundation of the world.  People are to serve and honor God.  If you have believed in Christ, you can rejoice in the fact that God has always known you. God’s love is eternal.  His wisdom and power are supreme.  He will guide and protect you until you one day stand in his presence.”

v.30 “This sequence of verbs is a famous debating ground over issues of soteriology — election, predestination, eternal security […] But we must not lose sight of Paul’s main point, namely, to assure believers that God has a plan he is unfolding, one that provides fully for our future glory. He wants us to come away from this text not with theological questions but with a renewed sense of assurance: that the God who began a good work in us will indeed bring it to completion in the day of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:6).”

vv.31-36 “From this point on to the end of the chapter Paul expounds the impregnable position of the believer. The key lies in the sentence ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ (v.31). God has not given empty promises. He has acted, and what he has done in Christ and by the Spirit constitutes all the proof we need that the glorification will be ours in due season. This is precisely the point of v.32. God's activity has cost him dearly--he did not spare ‘his own Son,’ Jesus, who endured the cross. In all of this God was with him (2Co 5:19). Moreover, the Son was not an unwilling victim pressed into sacrificial service. ‘God gave him up’ expresses the Father's participation, but the same verb is used of the Son's involvement (Gal 2:20). With the cross before us as the mighty demonstration of God's grace in giving his dearest to help the neediest, it naturally follows that the same grace will not withhold anything from those who are his (see 2Pe 1:3).

“Paul does not deny that Christians face foes and hardships. Yet his challenging question stands: ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ Amplifying it, he proceeds to ask a series of questions and then to provide answers. First, ‘Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?’ (v.33) No one can successfully press charges, no matter how hard he may try. Satan is busy doing just that (Rev 12:10), no doubt pointing out the discrepancy between the profession of believers and their ‘walk,’ but he gets nowhere with his pretended zeal for righteousness. Ultimately, as David perceived (Ps 51:4), all sin is committed against God. Logically, therefore, God is the only one who can bring charges against us. This, Paul is saying, God refuses to do, because he is for us, not against us. 


“The second question, ‘Who is he that condemns?’ (v.34), finds its answer in Christ. He will never renounce the efficacy of his own work on our behalf. Paul packs four aspects of that work into one great sentence (v.34a). (1) Christ died and thereby secured the removal of sin's guilt; (2) he was raised to life and is able to bestow life on those who trust him for their salvation (Jn 11:25; 14:19); (3) he was exalted to God's right hand, with all power given to him both in heaven, so as to represent us there, and on earth, where he is more than a match for our adversaries; (4) and he intercedes for us at the throne of grace, whatever our needs may be (Heb 4:4-16; 7:25). 


“A third question is ‘Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?’ (v.35). Can there be a contradiction between Christ's love for his own and his allowing suffering to overtake them? Severance from his love is no more thinkable than that the Father ceased to love his Son when he allowed him to endure the agonies of the cross, apparently forsaken. Christ predicted trouble for his people who are left in the world, but told them to be of good cheer because he had overcome the world (Jn 16:33). The quotation from Ps 44:22 (v.36) reminds believers that suffering has always been the lot of the godly. Whereas the people of God in the OT were often perplexed about the reason for their trials, the saints of NT times can trace their sufferings back to identification with Christ and rejoice that they are counted worthy to suffer for his name (cf. Ac 5:41).”
 

vv.37-39 “Here Paul bursts into a magnificent piece of eloquence. This passage, like 1Co 3:21-23, is notable for largeness of conception and majesty of expression: ‘No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us’ (v.37). That is, we win the supreme victory through Christ, who loved us. By saying ‘loved us,’ Paul does not intend to restrict Christ's love to the past; he rather is emphasizing the historic demonstration of this love that gives assurance of its continuance under all circumstances. ‘Death’ cannot separate the believer from that love (cf. 2Co 5:8; Php 1:21), nor can ‘life,’ with all its allurements and dangers and trials.


“Time is equally powerless to do this, whether it be ‘the present’ with its temptations and sufferings or ‘the future’ with its uncertainties. ‘Powers’ probably refers to hostile spiritual intelligences who, though conquered by Christ (Eph 1:21), are nevertheless permitted to carry on spiritual warfare against the saints of God (Eph 6:12). 


“Nor can space come between us and the love of Christ (v.39). If there are other possibilities, Paul is sure they are all equally impotent. For he declares that there is nothing in all creation that can drive a wedge between the love of the Savior and his redeemed people. After all, the creation itself is his handiwork and cannot thwart the will of the Creator. God is love, and that love has been manifested in the redemption of humankind.”

Romans 8 - DT Questions

Romans 8:1-4

· Reflect on God’s grace, “that the righteous requirements of the law [is] fully met in [me]” because of Jesus.  What is my response to this statement that “there is now no condemnation” for me?

Romans 8:5-7

· According to this passage, what is the relationship between the kind of life I live and what I will set my mind on?

· What can I do to “have [my] mind set on what the Spirit desires?”

Romans 8:18-28

· What does this passage have to say regarding personal as well as world-wide suffering and brokenness?

· What should be my attitude when facing these?  

· How does the picture of the “Spirit himself [interceding] for us with groans that words cannot express” give me hope and courage?

Romans 8:31-39

· Are there some situations in my life where I need to really hear these words - “if God is for us, who can be against us?” 

· What are some reasons why I may feel like God’s love is distant from me?

· Reflect on vv. 38-39.  What, ultimately, is the source of my spiritual security and assurance?
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Monday, February 25 – Romans 8
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Tuesday, February 26 – Journal
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