2009 Weekly Scripture Reflection
Week 2: 1/12-1/18


Instructions

For each day of the week:

1. READ. Read the assigned text daily throughout the week. You may use the commentary and DT questions to help you understand the text or to engage it more deeply. For a list of assigned texts, go to http://www.gracepointonline.org/resources/resources/pages/scripture_reflection . 

2. REMEMBER: Choose a verse or a passage and memorize/review it.

3. REFLECT: Write an entry in your journal.  You may use the journaling questions below to provide guidance for this time.

· Write a reflection based on the passage you memorized.  What does this verse say about God? About me? What lesson can I learn from this passage? How does it apply to my life today?

· In what way does the text this week provide perspective or clarity to an issue or situation I am going through?

· How does this passage provide hope regarding an anxiety or struggle I am facing?

· How does this passage alter my view on other people? What does this passage teach me about how to relate to others?

· What promise is there to claim? What does this passage show me about how I should approach God?

· Does this passage bring to light any unconfessed or unexposed sins in my life?  If so, then write a prayer of confession.

· Write a prayer of adoration or gratitude to God based on the passage

· How does this week’s text address proper Biblical value system regarding the people, possessions and purpose of my life?

· What does this passage say about how God views me?

4. PRAYER: Spend some time in prayer.

Exodus 3

 1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up."

 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" 

       And Moses said, "Here I am."

 5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

 7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."

 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"

 12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."

 13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"

 14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' "

 15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

 16 "Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk and honey.'

 18 "The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.' 19 But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.

 21 "And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed. 22 Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians."

Exodus 3 – Commentary

v.1  it is no accident that Moses winds up at “Horeb, the mountain of God.”  As he was driven from his home to Midian in 2:11-25, Israel's deliverer is driven further into the desert, he is to be prepared there for the task ahead.  Even his vocation serves to shape his character.  Shepherding was a common occupation in the ancient Near East, so it is no surprise to find Moses occupied with such work.  From a theological point of view, however, the significance of such an occupation cannot be missed.  He who will soon become the shepherd of God's people undergoes training in Midian.

vv.2-4  This is not an ecstatic vision into an otherworldly sphere; nor is it simply an “inward sight.”  While it is unusual, what is seen is within the world.  As with other theophanies, God uses nature as a vehicle for “clothing” that which is not natural.  The natural does not stand over against the divine but serves as an instrument for the purposes of God, evoking both holiness, passion, and mystery (fire) and down-to-earthness (bush).  The word comes “out of the bush,” from God and from within the world.

vv.5-22  This dialogue is theologically significant.  The recognition of holiness (3:6) does not lead to passivity in the presence of God.  Disagreement, argument, and even challenge play an important role.  The divine holiness is of such a character that it invites rather than repels human response, inviting Moses into genuine conversation.  God does not demand a self-effacing Moses but draws him out and works with him, “warts and all.” [...]  Indeed, it is Moses' persistence that occasions a greater fullness in the divine revelation.  Human questions find an openness in God and lead to fuller knowledge.  God thus reveals himself, not simply at the divine initiative, but in interaction with a questioning human party.  Simple deference or passivity in the presence of God would close down the revelatory possibilities. [...]

For Moses to respond to God in such a way reveals some very important things about both God and Moses.  Moses' struggle is real, revealing both a lack of personal ambition and a capacity for leadership; Moses can be bold and perseverant in the face of powers beyond his own. [...]  Those who are brought close to God retain their integrity even in moments of closest contact.  They are not merely passive recipients, but active, even opposing respondents.  There is true address and response, genuine give and take.

v.8  The act of salvation is not simply being removed from the oppressive situation.  It is also the gift of a land, a new place for life and blessing.  God's redemptive acts lead to a new creation, to that which is “good and broad,” filled with milk, honey, and other wonderful things, and capable of supporting all the people mentioned!  God will not leave Israel in a halfway house, redeemed but left in a chaotic wilderness.  Deliverance for God is finally not only from something, it is to something, enabling the people to move from redemption to creation.

vv.13-15  Giving the name entails a certain kind of relationship; it opens up the possibility of, indeed admits a desire for, a certain intimacy in relationship.  A relationship without a name inevitably means some distance; naming the name is necessary for closeness. [...]  Naming also entails vulnerability.  In becoming so available tot the world, God is to some degree at the disposal of those who can name the name.  God's name may be misused and abused as well as honored.  For God to give the name is to open himself up to hurt.  Naming entails the likelihood of divine suffering, and so this act of name-giving is decisively continuous with 3:7: “I know their sufferings.”  This shows why there is a commandment regarding the name of God (see at 20:7; 6:2-3)

vv.18-20  What is of more immediate concern is the nature of the request that Moses and the elders are to make: “Let us take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.”  How are we to understand this?  The tension, of course, is that verse 8,10, and 17 leave no impression whatsoever that a three-day journey is all that God has in mind. [...] One possible explanation is that this is another “cunning” responsee, similar to that given by the midwives in 1:19.  Although they have no intention of returning after three days, the request serves to show Pharaoh for what he really is: an oppressive ruler who won't even let the Israelites fulfill their responsibilities to their God.  But most commentators suggest that “three-day journey” simply indicates a lengthy journey of some sort, that is, the amount of time needed to get to where they need to go for their celebration without necessarily implying a return trip.  One can hardly think that Moses is to go into Pharaoh's presence and communicate to him anything other than God's full demand: release of the slaves.  Moses' words, according to this explanation, are not a display of cunning, but a bold command to let the people go.

Monday, January 12 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, January 12 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:1-6

· Moses was 80 when this event happened.  For 40 years, he had been “tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law.”  How might Moses—once a prince of Egypt--have evaluated his life as he was turning 80?  What can we learn through this about life and about being called and used by God?

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Tuesday, January 13 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, January 13 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:1-6

· What were the burning bush experiences in my life—i.e., out of the ordinary events that led to experiencing God’s presence in my life?

· Notice that the text twice—in vs. 3 and 4—notes the fact that Moses decides to “go over and see” the burning bush.  Why might some people avoid, or refuse to investigate a potential “burning bush” encounter in their lives?  Is there a potential encounter with God that I am avoiding?

· Reflect on the words “though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.”  What message about being God’s instrument does the blazing but unconsumed bush convey? 

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
Wednesday, January 14 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, January 14 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:7-10, 16-22

· How does this passage dispel any notion of God as distant and aloof (cf. Isaiah 49:15-16, Isaiah 59:15-16)?

· Are there some ways in which I feel like an orphan in a cold universe in which I need to fend for myself with no one to trust?  How might such attitudes have pushed away God’s blessing in my life?

· Reflect on the words “I have indeed seen,” “I have heard,” “I am concerned,” “I have come down to rescue.”  Are there some situations I am facing for which I need to find strength through these words?

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Thursday, January 15 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, January 15 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:10-14

· How would Moses have felt as God shares his heart up to the end of vs. 9 (i.e., up to the point where God says “So now, go”)?  

· Reflect on the fact that God’s great concern becomes Moses obligation in the words of God’s calling: “So now, go.”  What does this tell me about who God is, what the world is, and who I am?

· Are there some situations in my life where I am saying “Who am I, that I should go?”

· What can I learn from the fact that God’s response to Moses’ reluctance is “I will be with you” and “I am who I am?”

· What can I learn about true humility from this?

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Friday, January 16 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, January 16 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:15

· What is the significance of God referring to Himself as “The LORD, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” in coming to the Israelites for the great deliverance?

· How do testimonies of God’s reality in other people’s lives help me with my current struggle?  
How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Saturday, January 17 – Journal
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Saturday, January 17 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:15-22

· Consider God’s detailed plan of deliverance for the Israelites.  How does this show the inadequacy of Moses’ plan in Exodus 2:11-14?

· Think about a time when I experienced God’s detailed involvement in my life.  What were some factors in experiencing it?

How is God speaking to me today?
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Sunday, January 18 – Exodus 3
Suggested Reflection Questions

Exodus 3:1-22

· What is my response to the fact that God chooses to use people to respond to the sufferings of this world?

· What has been my response?

How is God speaking to me today?
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