2009 Weekly Scripture Reflection
Week 9: 3/2-3/8


Daily Devotion Guidelines

Why is daily devotion vital to spiritual growth?

As consumption of physical nourishment is essential for physical survival, we need spiritual nourishment for spiritual vitality.  We are exhorted to crave pure spiritual milk like newborn babies so that by it we may grow up in our salvation (1 Peter 2:2).  In sum, unless we learn to feed ourselves with God’s Word, we cannot grow up spiritually.  
When is the best time to do daily devotion?

· Please find a time that you will have least amount of interruption--morning is usually the best time to start your day with God.  

· Prioritize 30 minutes to an hour of your day as a time to be alone with God’s Word. 

· The key is to keep this time with God on a daily basis.  

· Having a small group of people with whom you commit to do daily devotion together is an effective way to develop consistent devotion time.

What do I need?

· Bible (translation of your choice)

· Journal

How do I go about doing daily devotion?  

1. JOURNAL:
What is journaling?

Journaling is the art of reflecting on one’s inner life based on a particular incident, a feeling, a recurring issue, or a prompting and connecting this to one’s relationship with God.  

How does journaling help your spiritual life?  

The process of spiritual growth engages all the faculties of your soul (your 5 physical senses, emotions, mind, will, and spirit).   We need  to pause daily to reflect on how we have responded to a certain situation, how we interacted with others, or how we feel inside and identify the reasons behind the feeling.  Then we need to process these incidents in light of God’s Word.  The key is to connect our daily life with its joys, surprises, disappointments, incidents, regrets, and sins with God’s promises and the reality of our personal relationship with God.  

How do I journal?

Spend about 10 minutes per day starting with the word “YESTERDAY.”  Follow this with a paragraph or two about what happened yesterday or how you felt.

(1)Journal based on feelings and processing the feeling in light of the Gospel.  Yesterday, I felt _________ (sad, angry, guilty, anxious, disappointed, frustrated, irritated, etc).  Explore the reasons behind the feeling and write about what would be the appropriate way to process that feeling in light of God’s Word.  Write also about how God maybe using what you are going through to draw you closer to Him.
(2)Journal based on a recent issue.  Reflect on a significant interaction or event this past week that you don’t feel settled about:

· What did you learn about yourself?

· What were you corrected about? What did you discover about yourself through this correction?

· Why did you do what you did?  Reflect on how else could you have responded to that situation?

2. READ:  
· Read the assigned text several times without stopping.  

· In the second or third reading, pause on key words, phrases, or verses that speak to your heart, address an area of your life, or highlight God’s characteristic, principle, or promise. 

· Utilize the commentary provided to gain knowledge of the background of the text and explanation of words, phrases, or verses.  

3. REFLECT:
· Utilize the reflection questions provided to get deeper into the text and examine areas of your life you may not otherwise confront

4. REMEMBER: 

· Choose a verse or multiple verses from the text and commit to memory.  

· Develop a system that works best for you .  For example, you can start with one or two verses a week and write it out on a flashcard and carry it with you to memorize and review.
5. PRAYER: 
· Spend some time in prayer after each day’s devotion time
· Adoration – praise God for who He is and acknowledge His claim over your life
· Thanksgiving – thank him for specific things
· Confession – confess and repent of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing
· Supplication – commitment to do what God is asking you to do and pray for others in need
Luke 11

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer

 1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

    " 'Father,
     hallowed be your name, 

    your kingdom come.
   3Give us each day our daily bread. 

  4Forgive us our sins, 

       for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.

     And lead us not into temptation.' "

 5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'

 7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

 9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

 11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Jesus and Beelzebub

 14Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons." 16Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.

 17Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. 19Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.

 21"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.

 23"He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters.

 24"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' 25When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first."

 27As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you."

 28He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."

The Sign of Jonah

 29As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one[i] greater than Solomon is here. 32The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.
The Lamp of the Body

 33"No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. 36Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you."
Six Woes

 37When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised.

 39Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41But give what is inside the dish [j] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.

 42"Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.

 43"Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.

 44"Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it."

 45One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also."

 46Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.

 47"Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed them. 48So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49Because of this, God in his wisdom said, 'I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.' 50Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 51from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all.

 52"Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering."

 53When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54waiting to catch him in something he might say.

Luke 10 – Commentary
vv.2-4  [T]he fact that we have two different versions of the Lord’s Prayer in two different contexts (Matthew 6:9-15 for the parallel) indicates that the issue is not the prayer’s exact wording, but its themes. 

The prayer is focused on expressing dependent approach to God and on the quality of the community’s life with Him. It expresses a desire for holiness, for God’s ruling presence, for a life of forgiveness, and it recognizes that God is the only source of our daily provision and spiritual protection. The prayer’s structure is simple: One address, two statements, and three requests. The core values of Jesus’ discipleship are reflected in this content.

v.2  The address of God as Father focuses on the intimate relationship God has with His children. This expression goes back to the Aramaic abba, which combines respect for the father’s authority with a sense of intimacy. […] But intimacy does not do away with respect. So the prayer’s first statement is “hallowed be your name”. The disciples should approach God with the recognition that God is holy--that is “set apart” and unique. […]This implicates our desire for absolute submission to God in this prayer. The second statement is for God’s kingdom to come. This is our hope and conviction that someday, God’s absolute sovereignty and justice will be ruling over this world and wipe out every single injustice and sin to recover this corrupted world to the original state to the fullest level that God designed. 

v.4  The recognition of the need for the forgiveness shows that disciples should be aware that they themselves contribute to this fallen, imperfect world by their own sins. The world is not divided between “us and them”. Rather than pointing fingers to other people, disciples should look at their own heart and behavior. Forgiveness is not a right, but comes by God’s grace.  That is why the prayer states that in order to ask for forgiveness, we should be willing to give it to other people as well. The final request is for spiritual protection. This should not be interpreted that God will lead us into temptation sometimes, since the Bible is very clear in that God does not tempt anyone (James 1:13-15). This is a rhetoric statement that emphasizes the fact that God has a power to protect us and keep us form succumbing to temptation. He can keep temptation from getting us.

vv.9-10   The juxtaposition of these exhortations shows that Jesus encourages boldness and persistence in our prayer. It indicates God’s openness to receive such bold petition. In the context of the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus tells the disciples to ask God for both spiritual pursuits and basic material needs with great boldness and persistence. These are not blank-check promises that God will give us anything we want, but promises that requests for our spiritual warfare will be heard. 

vv.15-16  Two options are suggested by those who have doubts about the source of Jesus’ miracle. First, some attribute his capabilities to Beelzebub, the prince of demons. They clearly have Satan in mind and imply strongly that Jesus is demonically controlled. The second response is a wait-and-see approach. Some want more proof through some sign from heaven. These two possibilities well summarize reactions to Jesus today. 

vv.21-22  Jesus illustrates his point with a picture of war. His battle with Satan is a cosmic struggle, so the image fits: a man, strong and fully armed, made preparations to defend his home. In this context, Satan is the strong man whose home is secure, and Jesus is the stronger man who overruns him.

vv.24-26  Jesus illustrated the danger of neutrality by telling the story of the man and the demon. The man’s body was the demon’s house. For some unknown reason, the demonic tenant decided to leave his 

“house” and go elsewhere. The man’s condition improved immediately, but the man did not invite God to come and dwell within. In other words, the man remained neutral. What happened? The demon returned with seven other demons worse than itself, and the man’s condition was abominable. Oswald Chambers wrote, ‘Neutrality in religion is always cowardice. God turns the cowardice of a desired neutrality into terror.”6
vv.29-30  Jesus makes it clear that such a continual quest, especially in light of what has already been done, is sinful. It is an excuse to refuse to face what Jesus is doing. The comparison between the Son of Man and Jonah is not about Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish. Rather, verse 32 makes it clear that Jonah’s preaching is the issue here (Jonah 3:6-10). The sign is therefore the call to repent.

vv.33-36 The eye is a lamp in the sense that it is a doorkeeper. What the eye lets into the mind makes up the person. When such eyes are good, letting in light, then the person is full of light and reflects light in life. But if eyes are bad, letting nothing good come in, then the body is a dark place, since our inclination not led by divine revelation takes us in destructive directions. 

v.39-40 When sin is seen as something “out there” exterior to the person, the problem becomes how to avoid contamination, which can be achieved by careful observance of prescribed religious duties. But Jesus taught that sin has its root in the inner nature of every man and demanded that each one face up to the fact that he himself is a sinner. 

vv. 42-52 The first three woes denounce the Pharisees for their wrong priorities. They were careful about tithing even the tiny leaves and seeds from the herbs, but they forgot about important things like love and justice. Jesus did not say they should stop tithing but that they should put their religious activities into proper perspective. They also put reputation above character by thinking that sitting in the right seats and being acknowledged by the right people would make them spiritual. Reputation is what people think we are; character is what God knows we are.

vv. 46-52  The scribes were good at adding to the burdens of the people, but they had no heart for helping them carry those burdens. […]  [T]he scribes were guilty of robbing the common people of knowledge of the Word of God. It is a serious thing to teach God’s Word and not everyone is supposed to do it (James 3:1).

Monday, March 2 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Monday, March 2 – Luke 11
Luke 11:1-4

· How does addressing God as “father” change my view about prayer and how I relate to God?

· What is implied in praying for the honor due to God’s name and His kingdom before other prayer topics (cf. Matthew 6:33)?

· How often do I pray for forgiveness for my sins?

· What is the relationship between confessing my sins and being able to forgive others?

· Write a personal version of Lord’s Prayer with the following specific points:

· In what way do I want to see God’s name being hallowed and where do I want God’s kingdom to come to?

· What is the daily bread that I need to ask God for?

· What specific sins do I need to ask God to forgive today?

· Who are the people I need to forgive?

· What temptation do I need to be delivered from?

How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Tuesday, March 3 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Tuesday, March 3 – Luke 11
Luke 11:1-11

· What does Jesus’ instruction to pray for “[God’s] will [to] be done on earth as it is in heaven” imply about what is happening on the earth?

· What can I learn about the importance of prayer and my role in advancing God’s will?  

· What is the main point of the parable of the friend seeking bread at midnight and what lesson does it teach about prayer?

· Are there some situations in my life where I am refusing to come to God in prayer?  What does this reveal about my view of God?

· How should v.9 be understood in the context of vv.10-13?  What would cause a person to desire the Holy Spirit as the gift that they ask from God?

How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Wednesday, March 4 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Wednesday, March 4 – Luke 11
Luke 11:14-20

· What is revealed about the people who questioned Jesus’ authority after witnessing this miracle?

· Notice that the Pharisees could not possibly have known that Jesus drove out demons by Beelzebub.  What, then, explains the authoritative and knowing tone of their pronouncement regarding the true source of Jesus’ power?  

· In what ways am I, or have I been, like the Pharisees?

· In what ways has “the kingdom of God [...] come upon [me]”?  What has been my response to this?  

How is God speaking to me today?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Thursday, March 5 – Journal

Yesterday…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Thursday, March 5 – Luke 11
Luke 11:14-26

· What does the empty house symbolize?  

· What constitutes a house being swept clean and put in order?  

· How does this passage clearly show the reality of two kingdoms in this world (the stronger man vs. the strong man)?

· What warning does this passage give to those who “clean up their lives” but do not allow God to fully occupy?

· How much do I see being occupied with God’s presence and His work as protection over my life?

· How much am I relying on the stronger man Jesus to “overpower” the strong man sin in me?

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Friday, March 6 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Friday, March 6 – Luke 11
Luke 11:27-32

· Why does Jesus consider a person blessed “who hear[s] the word of God and obey[s]?”

· Why is Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ demand for a miraculous sign so harsh?

· How is the Son of Man for “three days and three nights [being] in the heart of the earth” enough sign for us to respond to God?

· What is Jesus saying about the efficacy of “miraculous signs” to change the attitude of someone already prejudiced against submitting to Christ?

How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………

Saturday, March 7 – Journal
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…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Saturday, March 7 – Luke 11
Luke 11:33-36

· What may be the reason why Jesus talks about lighting a lamp and placing it on an unconcealed place right after reminding the crowd that the men of Nineveh repented after Jonah’s preaching (v. 32)?  In this context, what does the light from the lamp symbolize?  Since being filled with darkness or light is dependent on our eyes (v.34), what determines the good or bad condition of our eyesight (perception)?  

· What lessons can I learn regarding the power of the eyes (i.e., what I see / focus on)?

· What have my “eyes” been full of?  What has that done to my heart?
How is God speaking to me today?
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…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………

Sunday, March 8 – Journal
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………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………
Sunday, March 8 – Luke 11
Luke 11:37-53

· Why were the Pharisees consumed with their outward religious activities but negligent of their inner self?  

· Why was this so disturbing to Jesus?

· Why was Jesus particularly harsh with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?  

· Reflect on the six woes.  Which one am I guilty of?

· What are the inconsistencies in my life that I have not been acknowledging?  

· What are things that God cares about that I am ignoring?  

How is God speaking to me today?
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