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Deuteronomy 8

Do Not Forget the LORD

 1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you.

 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

 19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 8 – Commentary

v.2  ‘Remembering’ is a common theme throughout Deuteronomy.  Thirteen times in this book Moses asks the people to ‘remember.’  Usually they are reminded of their deliverance from Egypt, but here the emphasis is on their wilderness journey.
  

They learned to trust only in God (v.2).  To make sure this happened, the Lord led them into a place where they had no other alternative but to trust Him.  They could not produce their own food or make their own clothes.  Certainly they were unable to win their battles by themselves.  They had no law or foundation to establish a nation.  In this setting, God taught Israel that He alone was sufficient.

God wanted to test Israel.  The most important value of the wilderness experience is the development of our character in relation to God.  Nothing reveals the true self like the difficulties of life.  Every new day in the wilderness brought forth another challenge.  The children of Israel were forced into situations that would not leave them the same.  Obey or disobey?  Praise God or murmur against Him?  Go forward or return to Egypt?  Their decision would reveal their readiness for entrance into Canaan.

v.3  In the time of wilderness hunger, Israel was given nourishment and life by God’s gift of manna.  Time and again throughout the whole Book of Deuteronomy it is made clear that Israel finds its life also by keeping the commandments, the divine instruction […] Jesus’ citation of this verse on the occasion of his ‘testing’ in the wilderness is fully consistent with the intended lesson of Deuteronomy.  The issue is not whether one needs primarily spiritual or material food – or both – but that one relies on God for the provision of life and can be sustained by whatever God provides, and only by that.
 

v.5  They learned that God’s discipline reflected His love (v.5).  God knew that they could not conquer Canaan until He conquered them.  For hundreds of years Israel belonged to Pharaoh.  Now they were free—but free for what? They were free to enter into the land of milk and honey and reflect to all nations the care of God in their lives.

vv.11-20  Three times in verses 11-20 Moses admonishes his people about the danger of forgetting ‘the Lord your God’ (vv. 11, 14, 19).  Notice that when they experience prosperity is when Israel would be susceptible to the temptation of forgetting God (vv. 12-13).  ‘When you have eaten and are full…’ A lethargic spirit accompanies a full stomach and a satisfied heart.  The living God is not bound by time.  But man, susceptible to the pleasures of the moment, is constantly tempted to limit his horizons to what he presently sees and experiences.  The very thing that has been Israel’s goal (Canaan) has the possibility of being her downfall.

vv.17-20  Once the abundant prosperity became an established feature of life in the land, two further dangers would seriously damage their spiritual lives – pride and idolatry.  Once they became wealthy, they exalted themselves (17-18) and insulted their God (19-20).  They committed two acts of blatant theft – they stole from God the glory due to his name (it is he who gives, 18), and robbed him of his exclusive right to the worship of their lives.  They followed other gods and worshipped them (19).
  

v.18  Twice in this chapter Moses exhorts Israel to ‘remember’ the greatness of God in their past.  It was extremely important for them to remember their God.  The Hebrew word for ‘remember,’ zākar, appears in many forms throughout the Old Testament. [...] But what does it mean to ‘remember’?  Certainly remembering is a mental exercise. [...] But remembering has other aspects.  It implies action and honor.  We commemorate an event, perhaps reenacting it in some sort of ritual or ceremony.  We make a donation in memory of someone who has died.  There are many avenues through which we can actively remember. [...]

Commemoration also becomes a celebration.  The NIV translates zākar as ‘celebrate’ in Psalms 145:7; it is paired with ‘joyfully sing.’  Zākar is used with ‘thank’ and ‘praise’ in 1 Chronicles 16:4.  To remember a special occasion is to observe it, to do something meaningful in regard to it.

vv.19-20  These last two verses tie the particular topics of this chapter of Deuteronomy more closely to the overall themes of the book.  One of the basic themes of Deuteronomy is the demand for covenant allegiance.  In emphasizing this loyalty, Moses had to expose the danger of unfaithfulness to God’s covenant.  The Israelites needed to learn that if as a nation they dishonored their covenant with Yahweh, they would cease to have a claim on Him.  If this ever happened, Israel would be judged, the same as other nations who had disobeyed and therefore perished.  Each new generation needed to grasp this fact and decide for themselves to be obedient to God.  This was not a thing to be treated lightly; it was a life or death decision.

Deuteronomy 8 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:2

· Reflect on the fact that God wanted the Israelites to follow his commands so that they would enjoy a blessed and full life.  Am I convinced that obeying God is for my benefit and blessing?

· Why did God lead them through humbling experiences in the desert?   

· Why are times of humbling necessary?  

· In what ways has God allowed me to be humbled recently and what have I learned about what was in my heart through this?

 

TUESDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:3

· What about the true nature of man is revealed in the words "man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord?” 

· What are the value-system implications of scripture's view of man as one who can never be fulfilled by the satisfaction of his appetites? 

· To what extent do my choices, values and desires reveal that I am in agreement with this view of man?

· In what ways have I experienced that "man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord?"

 

WEDNESDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:4-5

· How did God sustain them even while they were being disciplined?  

· How is God's discipline different from the "discipline" one receives from the harsh realities of this world?

· What do these verses show me about God's heart behind his discipline?  

· What attitude should I have towards God's discipline? (cf. Heb.12:4-11)

 

THURSDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:6-9

· Why does God want the Israelites to follow all His commands?

· What does the description of the land reveal about God's heart?

· In what ways has observing the Lord's commands led to greater good in my life?

 

FRIDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:10-17

· What two things does God command the Israelites to do in verses 10-11?  

· What are the dangers of not following these commands?

· Take time to remember what God has done in my life.

 

SATURDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:12-18

· What about human nature is revealed in the caution given in this passage?

· What is the source of my pride, and in what ways does my pride about these things cause me to be independent from God?

· Why is this kind of human pride utterly groundless and false?

· In what ways do I think that the good things in my life are the result of "my power and the strength of my hands"?  

· How does this affect my relationship with God and with others?

SUNDAY  

Deuteronomy 8:19-20

· In what ways has forgetting the Lord led to following other gods in my life, currently or in the past?

· What are the other gods I am tempted to follow?

· How can I actively battle against the temptation to follow other gods?
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