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Daily Devotion Guidelines

Why is daily devotion vital to spiritual growth?

As consumption of physical nourishment is essential for physical survival, we need spiritual nourishment for spiritual vitality.  We are exhorted to crave pure spiritual milk like newborn babies so that by it we may grow up in our salvation (1 Peter 2:2).  In sum, unless we learn to feed ourselves with God’s Word, we cannot grow up spiritually.  
When is the best time to do daily devotion?

· Find a time that you will have least amount of interruption--morning is usually the best time to start your day with God.  

· Prioritize 30 minutes to an hour of your day as a time to be alone with God’s Word. 

· The key is to keep this time with God on a daily basis.  

· Having a small group of people with whom you commit to do daily devotion together is an effective way to develop consistent devotion time.

What do I need?

· Bible (translation of your choice)

· Journal

How do I go about doing daily devotion?  

1. JOURNAL:
What is journaling?

Journaling is the art of reflecting on one’s inner life based on a particular incident, a feeling, a recurring issue, or a prompting and connecting this to one’s relationship with God.  

How does journaling help your spiritual life?  

The process of spiritual growth engages all the faculties of your soul (your 5 physical senses, emotions, mind, will, and spirit).   We need to pause daily to reflect on how we have responded to a certain situation, how we interacted with others, or how we feel inside and identify the reasons behind the feeling.  Then we need to process these incidents in light of God’s Word.  The key is to connect our daily life with its joys, surprises, disappointments, incidents, regrets, and sins with God’s promises and the reality of our personal relationship with God.  

How do I journal?

Spend about 10 minutes per day starting with the word “YESTERDAY.”  Follow this with a paragraph or two about what happened yesterday or how you felt.

(1)Journal based on feelings and processing the feeling in light of the Gospel.  Yesterday, I felt _________ (sad, angry, guilty, anxious, disappointed, frustrated, irritated, etc).  Explore the reasons behind the feeling and write about what would be the appropriate way to process that feeling in light of God’s Word.  Write also about how God maybe using what you are going through to draw you closer to Him.
(2)Journal based on a recent issue.  Reflect on a significant interaction or event this past week that you don’t feel settled about:

· What did you learn about yourself?

· What were you corrected about? What did you discover about yourself through this correction?

· Why did you do what you did?  Reflect on how else could you have responded to that situation?

2. READ:  
· Read the assigned text several times without stopping.  

· In the second or third reading, pause on key words, phrases, or verses that speak to your heart, address an area of your life, or highlight God’s characteristic, principle, or promise. 

· Utilize the commentary provided to gain knowledge of the background of the text and explanation of words, phrases, or verses.  

3. REFLECT:
· Utilize the reflection questions provided to get deeper into the text and examine areas of your life you may not otherwise confront

4. REMEMBER: 

· Choose a verse or multiple verses from the text and commit to memory.  

· Develop a system that works best for you .  For example, you can start with one or two verses a week and write it out on a flashcard and carry it with you to memorize and review.
5. PRAYER: 
· Spend some time in prayer after each day’s devotion time
· Adoration – praise God for who He is and acknowledge His claim over your life
· Thanksgiving – thank him for specific things
· Confession – confess and repent of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing
· Supplication – commitment to do what God is asking you to do and pray for others in need
March 30 – April 5

Luke 22

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

 1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.
The Last Supper

 7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."

 9"Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked.

 10He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 12He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there."

 13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.

 14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."

 17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 18For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."

 19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."

 20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him." 23They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.

 24Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

 31"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

 33But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death."

 34Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me."

 35Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?" 

       "Nothing," they answered.

 36He said to them, "But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 37It is written: 'And he was numbered with the transgressors'; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment."

 38The disciples said, "See, Lord, here are two swords." 

       "That is enough," he replied.


Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

 39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into temptation." 41He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

 45When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46"Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation."

Jesus Arrested

 47While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?"

 49When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike with our swords?" 50And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.

 51But Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear and healed him.

 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 53Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns."

Peter Disowns Jesus

 54Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him."

 57But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said.

 58A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." 

       "Man, I am not!" Peter replied.

 59About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean."

 60Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62And he went outside and wept bitterly.

The Guards Mock Jesus

 63The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64They blindfolded him and demanded, "Prophesy! Who hit you?" 65And they said many other insulting things to him.
Jesus Before Pilate and Herod

 66At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67"If you are the Christ," they said, "tell us."

   Jesus answered, "If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God."

 70They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?" 

       He replied, "You are right in saying I am."

 71Then they said, "Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips."

March 30 – April 5

Luke 22 Commentary

v.1: “The Jewish Feast of Passover was technically followed immediately by the Feast of Unleavened Bread; but because pilgrims made one trip to Jerusalem to celebrate both of them, in popular parlance they had come to be described as a single entity.”
 “[Passover] commemorated the deliverance of the people of Israel from their slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12). On that night the angel of death smote the first-born son in every Egyptian family; but he passed over the homes of the Israelites, because the lintels of their doors were smeared with the blood of the lamb to distinguish them. On that night they left so quickly that, at their last meal, there was no time to bake bread with leaven. It was unleavened cakes they ate.”

v.3: “For the first time since Luke 4:1 – 13, Satan is named as an active player in the drama. He enters Judas. What this means is not entirely clear. Is this possession? Most think that is too strong a description. What it suggests at a minimum is satanic direction and influence.”
 “But it remains true that Satan could not have entered into Judas unless Judas had opened the door. There is no handle on the outside of the door of the human heart. It must be opened from within.”

vv.7-13: “To prepare for the Passover meal the disciples needed to secure a suitably furnished room within the city itself, and also the food—a lamb, bread, bitter herbs and wine being the essential requirements. The instructions suggest that Jesus had already made a secret arrangement with a friend in Jerusalem whereby he could avoid being disturbed. […] The sight of a man carrying a jar of water would have been rather unusual; it looks like a prearranged means of identification.”

vv.14-23: “ The normal procedure at the Passover meal was to have an opening prayer which was followed by the first of four cups of wine and a dish of herbs and sauce. Then the story of the institution of the Passover was recited, Ps. 113 was sung and the second cup of wine was drunk. After a grace the main course of roast lamb with unleavened bread and bitter herbs was eaten, and after a further prayer the third cup of wine was drunk. Pss. 114–118 were then sung, and the fourth cup of wine was drunk.

“Jesus began the meal by saying that he would shortly suffer and desired to eat this last meal undisturbed. It would be the last supper, for the next occasion for him would be the fulfillment of the meal in the kingdom of God. The reference is probably to the Messianic banquet rather than to the church’s observance of the Lord’s Supper.

Then Jesus took a cup of wine (the first or the second in the series) and reaffirmed that this would be the last occasion on which he would drink before the coming of the kingdom; in this way he clearly linked his death to the coming of the kingdom. This is my body manifestly means ‘This represents my body’. Jesus indicated that his body was about to be given for his disciples in a death on their behalf, and he bade them to repeat the ceremony in remembrance of him. The third cup of wine symbolized his blood by which the new covenant was inaugurated with a sacrifice (Ex. 24:8; Je. 31:31–34).” 

v.20: “He said of the cup, ‘This cup is the new covenant made at the price of my blood.’ In the biblical sense, a covenant is a relationship between man and God. God graciously approached man; and man promised to obey and to keep his law. The whole matter is set out in Exodus 24:1–8. The continuance of that covenant depends on man’s keeping his pledge and obeying this law; Man could not and cannot do that; man’s sin interrupts the relationship between man and God. All the Jewish sacrificial system was designed to restore that relationship by the offering of sacrifice to God to atone for sin. What Jesus said was this—’By my life and by my death I have made possible a new relationship between you and God. You are sinners. That is true. But because I died for you, God is no longer your enemy but your friend.’ It cost the life of Christ to restore the lost relationship of friendship between God and man.”

v.30: “And sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.[…This verse] is best to understand this promise as referring to that time when the believer will share in the benefits of Jesus’ kingly rule (cf. 22:29–30a). Like the first promise in 22:30a, this one is best understood metaphorically as referring to participating in the consummated kingdom where believers experience the blessings of their Lord’s reign. Although there is a sense in which Jesus already at his resurrection reigned as King (22:69; Acts 2:33; 5:31), the kingly rule referred to here will take place in the consummation at the redemption brought by the Son of Man (21:28).”

v.31: “Wheat would be sifted to separate the genuine wheat from other items that had gotten mixed in with it; for the image, see Amos 9:9.”
 “In the third section Jesus tells how Satan had sought to have the disciples (you in v 31 is in the plural form) in order to sift them (cf. Jb. 1–2; Dn. 10:13) and lead them to fall away from Jesus. Jesus had allowed this to happen, but he had also prayed for Peter so that he would not fail in his faith and thus be able to strengthen the others. Although Peter himself would deny his master, nevertheless, he would not fall away completely.”
 “Peter was over-confident. If a man says, ‘That is one thing I will never do,’ that is often the very thing against which he must most carefully guard. Again and again castles have been captured because the attackers took the route which seemed unattackable and unscalable and at that very spot the defenders were off their guard. Satan is subtle. He attacks the point at which a man is too sure of himself, for there he is likeliest to be unprepared.”

v.36: “And if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. Even if the exact interpretation of this verse is uncertain, it is clear that a new situation is envisioned. The disciples would soon encounter greater opposition and even persecution (cf. Acts 8:1–3; 9:1–2; 12:1–5). The reference to the purchase of a sword is strange. Attempts to interpret this literally as a Zealot-like call to arms, however, are misguided and come to grief over the saying’s very ‘strangeness.’ Understood as a call to arms, this saying not only does not fit Jesus’ other teachings but radically conflicts with them. Also if two swords are ‘enough’ (22:38), war with the legions of Rome was certainly not envisioned. See 20:20–26, ‘Context.’ The ‘sword’ is best understood in some metaphorical sense as indicating being spiritually armed and prepared for battle against the spiritual foes. The desperate need to be ‘armed’ for these future events is evident by the command to sell one’s mantle, for this garment was essential to keep warm at night.”

v.48: A kiss was a sign of special affection among family members and close friends, or of a disciple’s honor and affection for his teacher. Thus Judas’s betrayal kiss is a special act of hypocrisy (cf. Prov 27:6)

v.69: “Jesus then goes on to make one of the most significant statements in this Gospel: ‘From now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.’ He makes three claims here, if we remember that he has called himself the ‘Son of Man’ throughout this Gospel and that Son of Man refers to the supranatural figure of Daniel who receives authority from the Ancient of Days and rides the clouds like God (Dan. 7:13 – 14). (1) Jesus predicts that he will eventually be seated at God’s right hand in heaven, an allusion to his approaching resurrection-ascension. (2) He claims to have authority from God, an authority he will exercise from this moment on. (3) He has authority over them. This may be their trial, but he is the one who will ultimately judge. Jesus answers their question indirectly, but his reply is actually more than they may have anticipated.”

March 30 – April 5

Luke 22 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Luke 22:1-23, 47-48

· How might have Judas felt as Jesus predicted that one of them would betray him?  How was this an opportunity for him to repent?

· What can I learn about Jesus' heart toward Judas from the fact that he refrained from naming Judas as the betrayer?

· What is disturbing about Judas' kiss?  

· Judas was Jesus for 3 years, along with the rest of the disciples, all of whom found their hearts full of love and loyalty toward Jesus.   What might be some reasons Judas turned out to be so different?  What warnings are applicable to me from this?

TUESDAY

Luke 22:24-30

· Why was the disciples' dispute so inappropriate in light of Jesus' announcement of his betrayal and death?

· What were the disciples preoccupied with?  What did this cause them to be clueless to?

· What are the things that preoccupy me?  What am I clueless to as a result?

· In what ways do I seek power or greatness rather than service?  

· How is this inappropriate as a disciple of Christ?

WEDNESDAY

Luke 22:41-44

· According to Jesus’ prayer, what should be the outcome of every prayer?

· What are the things that I am praying about for which I should seek God’s will to be done?

· What does Jesus’ struggle in prayer reveal about the nature of the cup?  Write a prayer of gratitude for Christ’s willingness to receive the cup, and a prayer of commitment toward suffering I need to bear as his follower

.

Luke 22:45-46

· “… he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.”  How is this typical of people’s response to situations that overwhelm them?  

· What lesson about the role of prayer in facing difficulties can be learned from the contrast between Jesus and the disciples’ responses to the unfolding events?

· Are there some difficulties in my life that God is asking me to come to him about (Heb 4:15-16)?

THURSDAY
Luke 22:31-34,54-62
· What is surprising about what Jesus told Peter in light of the fact that he was predicting how Peter would betray him?

· Peter cared about Jesus enough to follow him and yet he follows “at a distance” and is found to be sitting “together” near a kindled fire.  What do these facts reveal about Peter’s state of mind?  How is this reflective of my life?

· What was Peter’s response when the servant girl and others recognized him as one of Jesus’ followers?  Are there some parallels between Peter’s denial of being associated with Jesus and the way I live?  

· Jesus already knew that Peter would deny him and yet his prayer for Peter was to turn back from his failure and strengthen his brothers (cf Luke 22:32). Given that this was Jesus’ prayer for Peter, what might have been in the heart of Jesus as he turned and looked straight at Peter? 

· What perspective does Jesus’ prayer for Peter give to those who are mired in a sense of failure because of some sin or unfaithfulness?

· What did Peter remember, and how did this lead him to repent?  What implication does this have about the role of God’s word in my life?
FRIDAY

Luke 22:63-71

· What may have been the reason for their boldness and cruelty towards Jesus?  What can explain their level of hatred towards Jesus?

· With what mindset did the teachers of the law and the chief priests come to question Jesus?

· Think about how the people of the world cling on to this kind of bold ignorance about Jesus, refusing to change their minds about him.  Is there some truth that I harbor this kind of attitude towards?

· In what ways am I like these people, so over-confident with my judgments that I am not open to being molded by some truth that I don’t want to acknowledge?  


 April 6 – April 12

Luke 23

 1Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king."

 3So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

       "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.

 4Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis for a charge against this man."

 5But they insisted, "He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here."

 6On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. 9He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies.

 13Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16Therefore, I will punish him and then release him."

 18With one voice they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!" 19(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)

 20Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"

 22For the third time he spoke to them: "Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him."

 23But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.

The Crucifixion

 26As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' 30Then 

   " 'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" 

      and to the hills, "Cover us!" ' 31For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?"

 32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."[And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

 35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One."

 36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."

 38There was a written notice above him, which read:|sc THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

 39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"

 40But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."

 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

 43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."

Jesus’ Death

 44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.

 47The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." 48When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

Jesus Burial

 50Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.

 55The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.

April 6 – April 12

Luke 23 – Commentary

v.1  “The Jews in the time of Jesus had no power to carry out the death sentence. Such sentence had to be passed by the Roman governor and carried out by the Roman authorities. It for that reason that the Jews brought Jesus before Pilate. Nothing better shows their conscienceless malignity than the crime with which they charged him. In the Sanhedrin the charge had been one of blasphemy, that he had dared to call himself the Son of God. Before Pilate that charge was never even mentioned. They knew well that it would have carried no weight with him, and that he would never have proceeded on a charge which would have seemed to him a matter of Jewish religion and superstition.  The charge they leveled against Jesus was entirely political”

v.28 “Jesus responds to their [weeping women’s] sense of remorse by redirecting their attention to a more serious issue. He urges them not to weep for him. Painful as his death will be, he knows that he will be taken care of, since his vindication in resurrection is only hours away. The real issue moves beyond what Jesus will suffer to what his death means for those who reject him. His remark in the midst of his trauma indicates his selflessness, for he is concerned about others. The women should weep for the nation and her children, for judgment is surely coming on the nation (see 13:34-35).”
  “weep for yourselves and for your children.  Because of the terrible suffering to befall Jerusalem some 40 years later when the Romans would besiege the city and utterly destroy the temple.”

v.29-31 “Blessed are the barren. It would be better not to have children than to have them experience such suffering. Cf. Jer 16:1-4; 1 Co 7:25-35.”
 “Fall on us!  People would seek escape through destruction in death rather than endure continuing suffering and judgment (cf. Hos 10:8; Rev 6:16).”
  “This proverb is difficult to interpret. Some feel it means: if the innocent Jesus(green tree) suffered at the hands of the Romans, what would happen to the guilty Jews (dry tree)?”

v.45 “The Temple veil was rent in two. This was the veil which hid the Holy of Holies, the place where dwelt the very presence of God, the place where no man might ever enter except the High Priest, and he only once a year, on the great day of Atonement. It was as if the way to God’s presence, hitherto barred to man, was thrown open to all. The birth, life and death of Jesus tore apart the veil, which had concealed God from man. ‘He who has seen me,’ said Jesus, ‘has seen the Father.’ (John 14:9) On the cross, as never before and never again, men saw the love of God.”

v.48 “beat their breasts.  A sign of anguish, grief or contrition (cf. 18:13).”

v.50 “Joseph, a member of the Council.  Either Joseph was not present at the meeting of the Sanhedrin (22:66), or he did not support the vote to have Jesus killed (see v.51). Mk 14:64 suggest he was not present, for the decision was supported by ‘all.’”

v.54 “Preparation Day.  Friday, the day before the Sabbath, when preparation was made for keeping the Sabbath.  It could be used for Passover preparation, but since in this instance it is followed by the Sabbath, it indicates Friday.”

vv.55-56 “It was the custom that the bodies of criminals were not buried at all but left to the dogs and vultures to dispose of; but Joseph of Arimathaea saved the body of Jesus from that indignity. There was not much time left that day. Jesus was crucified on the Friday; the Jewish Sabbath is our Saturday. But the Jewish day begins at 6 p.m. That is to say by Friday at 6 p.m. the Sabbath had begun. That is why the women had only time to see where the body was laid and go home and prepare their spices and ointments for it and do no more, for after 6 p.m. all work became illegal.”

April 6 – April 12

Luke 23 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY 

Luke 23:1-23

· The crowd even resorted to falsehood to accuse Jesus (see Jesus’ response to paying taxes to Caesar in Luke 20:20-26).  What does this say about what is driving their accusations?

· The irony in this passage is that in order to get rid of Jesus, the Jews ended up pledging their allegiance to the hated Romans.  Similarly, do I find myself acting contrary to my belief in order to avoid some truth about myself?

· What can I learn from the crowd’s insistence even despite Pilate’s pronouncement of Jesus’ innocence?

· To what aspects of God or the Gospel am I responding in the way the crowd did?

TUESDAY

Luke 23:1-25

· Although Pilate was in the position to release Jesus, in the end, he was powerless to do so.  What about Pilate ultimately allowed the “shouts” of the crowd to prevail?  What did he lack?

· What can I learn about the nature of true power?

· What can I learn about the progression of compromise from the progression of Pilate’s responses (Luke 23:4, 7, 16, 22, 24)?

· Was Pilate guilty of killing Jesus?

· Reflect on the situation described in vs. 23.  What are some sources of “loud shouts” that demand that I compromise my convictions? 

· What will determine my response to these “shouts”?

WEDNESDAY

Luke 23:26

· How might have Simon felt when he was seized and forced to carry the cross, especially in light of the fact that the cross was for the accursed? 
· From Mark 15:21 and Romans 16:13, we see that this Simon is most likely the father of Alexander and Rufus, members of early Roman church.  Simon’s brief encounter with Christ, forced to carry the cross behind Jesus, made him a source of blessing to the rest of his family.  How does cross bearing lead to this kind of blessing to others?

· What can I learn from what happened to Simon the Cyrene?  

Luke 23:32-43

· Reflect on all the suffering that Jesus received because of me.

· What should be my attitude towards suffering that I receive for the sake of the gospel?

THURSDAY

Luke 23:32-43

· The rulers accurately identified Christ’s mission statement – “He saved others,” but they sneered at such a life. What are some ways in which modern church goers can  “sneer” at this kind of life, even while being able to clearly state the call of the gospel?

· Note the repeated call from the bystanders for Jesus to “save yourself.”  How does this call, and Jesus response to it, capture the differing value system of the world and the gospel?  What value system have I embraced?   How is this manifested in the way I use my time, treasure, and talent?

Luke 23:38-39

· What may have been going on in the mind of this criminal as he hurled insults at Jesus?

· Have I ever blamed God for some mess that I’ve created and demanded that God “save” me?

· How does the cross of Jesus silence any notion that I am some kind of victim?

FRIDAY

Luke 23:44-46

· What kind of relationship with the Father is attested to by Jesus’ final statement?  How can he have this kind of trust in God despite his suffering?

· How does this give hope to someone who is undergoing suffering?

· How does this challenge people’s notion that a good God would not allow suffering (cf. James 1:2-4, I Peter 4:12-16)?  

Luke 23:50-56

· What caused Joseph to come out of the secret about his commitment to Christ (cf. John 19:38-39)?  What regrets might he have had?

· What fears do I have in boldly following Christ?

· Jesus’ death helped Joseph overcome his fears.  What impact should the death and resurrection of Jesus have on my fears?

April 13 – April 19

Luke 24

The Resurrection

 1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' " 8Then they remembered his words.

 9When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus

 13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.

 17He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?"

   They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"

 19"What things?" he asked.

   "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."

 25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

 28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.

 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"

 33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

 36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."

 37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."

 40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.

 44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

The Ascension

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

April 13 – April 19

Luke 24 – Commentary

vv.9-12 At this point Luke reports the names of the women (cf. 8:1-3).  While the witness of women was not acceptable in those days, nevertheless Luke records their testimony.  The apostles, in their incredulity, were unable to comprehend the reality the women were trying to convey (v.11; see also vv.12, 22-24).  This reluctance to believe has an important relation to the evidences for the Resurrection.  The disciples were not expecting that event.  Thus they cannot be called fit subjects for hallucination, as some would have them be.”

v.12 “The women returned with their story to the rest of the disciples but they refused to believe them.  They called it an idle tale.  The word used is one employed by Greek medical writers to describe the babbling of a fevered and insane mind.  Only Peter went out to see if it might not possibly be true.  The very fact that Peter was there says much for him.  The story of his denial of his Master was not a thing that could be kept silent; and yet he had the moral courage to face those who knew his shame.  There was something of the hero in Peter, as well as something of the coward.  The man who was a fluttering dove is on the way to becoming a rock.”

v.13 “The risen Lord meets us on the road to our Emmauses, in the ordinary places and experiences of our lives, and in the places to which we retreat when life is too much for us.  The story warns us, however, that the Lord may come to us in unfamiliar guises, when we least expect him.”

Frederick Buechner interprets Emmaus as: 

“the place we go to in order to escape – a bar, a movie, wherever it is we throw up our hands and say, ‘Let the whole damned thing go hang.  It makes no difference anyway.’[…] Emmaus may be buying a new suit or a new car or smoking more cigarettes than you really want, or reading a second-rate novel or even writing one.  Emmaus may be going to church on Sunday.  Emmaus is whatever we do or wherever we go to make ourselves forget that the world holds nothing sacred: that even the wisest and bravest and the loveliest decay and die; that even the noblest ideas that men have had – ideas about love and freedom and justice – have always in time been twisted out of shape by selfish men for selfish ends.”
 

v.18 “The news about Jesus’ crucifixion had spread throughout Jerusalem.  Because this was Passover week, Jewish pilgrims visiting the city from all over the Roman empire now knew about his death.  This was not a small, insignificant event, affecting only the disciples – the whole nation was interested.”

vv.21-27 “It tells us of the ability of Jesus to make sense of things.  The whole situation seemed to these two men to have no explanation.  Their hopes and dreams were shattered.  There is all the poignant, wistful, bewildered regret in the world in their sorrowing words, ‘We were hoping that he was the one who was going to rescue Israel.’  They were the words of men whose hopes were dead and buried.  Then Jesus came and talked with them, and the meaning of life became clear and the darkness became light. […]  It is only in Jesus that, even in the bewildering times, we learn what life means.”

v.25 “Why did Jesus call these disciples foolish?  They had failed to understand what Jesus had told them about the Messiah’s suffering being the path to glory.  They were so caught up in their dreams of the Messiah establishing an earthly, political government that they missed his real intent: to rule the world through spiritual power.”

vv.31, 37-39 “When Jesus was resurrected, he received a new kind of body, quite different from the bodies we know.  This new spiritual body had different properties that made it possible for Jesus to defy natural laws, appearing and disappearing at will.  The disciples could think of only one explanation: this was a ghost (v.37).  But Jesus emphatically declared that since he had a body of flesh and bones he was not a ghost.”

vv.33-35 “It tells how these two men, when they received such great joy, hastened to share it.  It was a seven miles tramp back to Jerusalem, but they could not keep the good news to themselves.  The Christian message is never fully ours until we have shared it with someone else.”

v.45 “What did the disciples understand now that they hadn’t  understood before?  Seeing the resurrected Christ before them, the disciples saw the Old Testament writings in a whole new light.  The Spirit gave them insight from what they had seen and experienced so that what had been foretold by the prophets took on a whole new meaning.  Now they could read the Old Testament with the benefit of hindsight and discover Christ as its fulfillment.”

v.46 “It stresses the necessity of the cross.  It was to the cross all the scriptures looked forward.  The cross was not forced on God; it was not an emergency measure when all else had failed and when the scheme of things had gone wrong.  It was part of the plan of God, for it is the one place on earth, where in a moment of time, we see his eternal love.”

April 13 – April 19

Luke 24 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Luke 24:1-12

· What can I learn from the fact that these women, who went to the tomb “on the first day of the week, very early in the morning,” were the first to learn of Jesus’ resurrection?

· What was the effect of the women remembering Jesus’ words?  What effect should these words have on me today?

· Why did the disciples not believe?

· In what ways am I similarly refusing to believe, despite clear evidence and the testimony of God’s word?

· What was different about Peter?  How can I be more like Peter?

TUESDAY

Luke 24:13-21

· Imagine how the two men must have felt as they walked to Emmaus.  What about their state might have kept them from recognizing Jesus?

· Is there an area in my life where a despairing perception of myself, God or the situation may be keeping me from recognizing what Jesus wants to reveal to me?

· Reflect on the words ‘we had hoped …” (vs. 21).  Think about the narrow scope of what these disciples hoped for.  What are some things I had hoped for that never came to be?  

· Have I experienced disappointments in my Christian life?  What are some false hopes that these disappointments were based on?

· Pray a prayer releasing all the worldly, selfish, short-sighted, or narrow-scoped hopes that still linger in my heart, and thanking God for the much greater salvation and mission that he has given me in Christ.

WEDNESDAY

Luke 24:25-35

· Why were the disciples “slow of heart to believe” the Scriptures? 

· What are some attitudes I hold on to in my heart which the Scriptures repeatedly contradict, but which I am slow to let go of?

· What made their hearts burn?

· What made these two disciples get up and return at once to Jerusalem?

· The disciples had no option but to hasten back to Jerusalem and share with others how they encountered Jesus.  How does the Gospel have this kind of effect on a person’s life, turning him from the path that he is on and compelling him to share the good news with others?  How true is this of my life? 

THURSDAY

Luke 24:36-45

· The disciples were frightened because they thought they saw a ghost when they saw Jesus. How are doubts and troublesome thoughts often the result of my misconceptions concerning Christ? What are such misconceptions?

· What does Jesus do to settle the disciples’ doubts about his resurrection (cf. vv. 36, 39, 43, 44-45)?

· How does Jesus “come” to deal with the doubts and fears of my heart?

· Why do people need to open their minds to understand the Scriptures?

· What part of the Scriptures do I need to open my mind to?

FRIDAY

Luke 24:46-49

· What did Jesus accomplish?

· What did Jesus leave for his disciples to accomplish?

· What is the crux of the message that Jesus told his disciples to preach? 

· What did Jesus promise to do?

Luke 24:50-52

· What enabled the disciples to return to Jerusalem with great joy even after Jesus’ departure? 

· Why does it naturally follow that my life should be characterized with great joy? 

April 20 – April 26

Colossians 1
 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

 2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: 

       Grace and peace to you from God our Father.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of Christ

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

 21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

Paul’s Labor for the Church

 24Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

 28We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.

April 20 – April 26

Colossians 1 – Commentary

v.9  Paul does not want his reader to gain knowledge purely for its own sake.  Knowledge of God’s will always has ethical implications, because it requires us to bring our daily conduct and thinking into line with it.  This reality may explain why many people do not want to know that will or why they attempt to tranquilize themselves with a more agreeable and seemingly more sophisticated wisdom.

v.10 The catchy title of the book All I Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten unfortunately reflects the attitudes of some Christians toward growing in knowledge in their Christian faith.  They think they learned all they needed to know in the early days of their church schooling and are complacently apathetic about progressing beyond their elementary knowledge.  Many would just as soon leave faith and doctrine to others, who then dictate to them what they need to believe.  The result is that they remain woefully ignorant about what they believe and why and have only a dim awareness of God.  Calvin wrote: ‘Faith rests not on ignorance, but on knowledge.  And this is, indeed, knowledge not only of God but of the divine will.’

A thorough knowledge of God’s will enables us to shield ourselves from false teaching.  The grave danger for those who are not solidly grounded in their faith is that they will unknowingly allow the values and practices of our culture to dilute it beyond recognition.   We wind up with mushy sentimentality or worse, bizarre beliefs reinforced by herd mentality.  Christians may not know more than others, but they should know better.

vv.11-14 When Christians do not live with a deep sense of gratitude for what God has done for them in Christ, they will become engulfed in anxieties and will be tempted to look for security in something other than Christ.  Paul repeatedly urged the Colossians to be thankful for the victory already won for them by Christ’s cross and resurrection.  Salvation can be found only in Christ, and Christians do not need something else or something more.  The cross brings redemption, the forgiveness of sin, and triumph over all the power that would oppress human life.  Every believer is made complete when placed under the complete claim of Christ, and all the spiritual ills of our world find their only cure in him.

v.15  He is the firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15). We must be very careful to attach the right meaning to this phrase. As it stands in English it might well mean the Son was the first person to be created, but in Hebrew and Greek thought the word firstborn (prōtotokos) has only very indirectly a time significance. There are two things to note. Firstborn is very commonly a title of honour. Israel, for instance, as a nation is the firstborn son of God (Exodus 4:22). The meaning is that the nation of Israel is the most favoured child of God. Second, we must note that firstborn is a title of the Messiah. In Psalm 89:27, as the Jews themselves interpreted it, the promise regarding the Messiah is ‘I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.’ Clearly firstborn is not used in a time sense at all, but in the sense of special honour. So when Paul says of the Son that he is the firstborn of all creation. he means that the highest honour which creation holds belongs to him. If we wish to keep the time sense and the honour sense combined, we may translate the phrase: ‘He was begotten before all creation.’

v.17 Paul uses the strange phrase: ‘In him all things hold together.’ This means that not only is the Son the agent of creation in the beginning and the goal of creation in the end, but between the beginning and the end, during time as we know it, it is he who holds the world together. That is to say, all the laws by which this world is order and not chaos are an expression of the mind of the Son. The law of gravity and the rest, the laws by which the universe hangs together, are not only scientific laws but also divine.  So, then, the Son is the beginning of creation, and the end of creation, and the power who holds creation together, the Creator, the Sustainer, and the Final Goal of the world.

v.18 He is the firstborn from among the dead. Here Paul comes back to the event which was at the centre of all the thinking and belief and experience of the Early Church—the Resurrection. Christ is not merely someone who lived and died and of whom we read and learn. He is someone who, because of his Resurrection, is alive for evermore and whom we meet and experience, not a dead hero nor a past founder, but a living presence.

vv.21-23 The aim of reconciliation is holiness. Christ carried out his sacrificial work of reconciliation in order to present us to God consecrated and irreproachable. It is easy to twist the idea of the love of God and to say, ‘Well, if God loves me like this and wishes nothing but reconciliation, sin does not matter. I can do what I like and God will still love me.’ The reverse is true. The fact that a man is loved does not give him carte blanche to do as he likes; it lays upon him the greatest obligation in the world, the obligation of being worthy of that love. In one sense the love of God makes things easy, for it takes away our fear of him and assures us that we are no longer criminals at the bar of judgment, certain of nothing but condemnation. But in another sense it makes things agonizingly and almost impossibly difficult, for it lays upon us this ultimate obligation of seeking to be worthy of that love.

April 20 – April 26

Colossians 1 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Colossians 1:3-5

· What does Paul thank God for regarding the Colossians?

· How does hope in heaven increase faith and love, and how has this dynamic been at work in my life? 

Colossians 1:6

· What can I learn about the nature of the gospel through this verse?

· In what ways have I experienced the gospel bearing fruit and growing in and around me?

· How can the fact that “all over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing” encourage me in the midst of difficult situations I may face?

TUESDAY

Colossians 1:9-10
· What is Paul’s main prayer request for the Colossians?

· What is the purpose for which we should come to know God’s will?

· To what extent do I seek God’s will with this kind of purpose in mind?

Colossians 1:11-14

· What can I learn about the nature of Christian life from the fact that Paul asks for strength for the Colossians so that they may have “great endurance and patience”?

· What gives me the ability to joyfully give thanks to the Father regardless of my circumstances?

· Write a prayer of thanksgiving based on vv.12-14.

WEDNESDAY

Colossians 1:15-20
· Reflect on the description of who Christ is as described in these verses.
· What are the implications for my life if Christ is who these verses claim Him to be?
· What are the areas in my life where I am not allowing Christ to have supremacy?
THURSDAY

Colossians 1:21-23

· Reflect on how much .v21 was true of my life before Christ.  

· Think about the way God reconciled me to him.  Why is this so amazing?

· What do I need to do to “continue in [my] faith, established and firm?”  What is it that moves me away from the hope held out in the gospel?

FRIDAY

Colossians 1:24-29
· What is Paul’s identity and purpose?  How was this intimately tied to the church in Colosse? 

· What did Paul have to do in order to fulfill his purpose?

· Reflect on vss. 28-29, and on the character and attitude required of those on the receiving end of Apostle Paul’s ministry as described here.  How does this apply to me as one who must similarly be admonished, taught, and presented perfect in Christ?

· Who are the people God placed in my life for whom I need to live out vv.28-29?
April 27 – May 3

Colossians 2

 1I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 2My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 5For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.

Freedom From Human Regulations Through Life With Christ

 6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.

 9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

 13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
 16Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

 20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.


April 27 – May 3

Colossians 2 – Commentary

v.8: There can be no doubt that for us this is one of the most difficult passages Paul ever wrote. […] One thing clear is that the false teachers wished the Colossians to accept what can only be called additions to Christ. They were teaching that Jesus Christ himself is not sufficient; that he was not unique; that he was one among many manifestations of God; and that it was necessary to know and to serve other divine powers in addition to him. […]The one thing certain is that the false teachers taught that Jesus Christ and his teaching and work were not in themselves sufficient for salvation.

vv.8-12 The false teachers were demanding that Gentile Christians should be circumcised for circumcision was the badge of God’s chosen people. God, they argued, had said to Abraham, ‘This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you, and your descendants after you; Every male among you shall be circumcised’ (Genesis 17:10).

But the great spiritual leaders of Israel and the great prophets took a very different view. They insisted that circumcision was only the outward mark of a man who was inwardly dedicated to God. […] To them being circumcised did not mean having a certain operation carried out on a man’s flesh but having a change effected in his life. Circumcision was, indeed, the badge of a person dedicated to God; but the dedication lay not in the cutting of the flesh but in the excision from his life of everything which was against the will of God.

Paul goes further. For him this was not theory but fact. ‘That very act,’ he said, ‘has already happened to you in baptism.’ […]

Baptism in the time of Paul was three things. It was adult baptism; it was instructed baptism; and, wherever possible, it was baptism by total immersion. Therefore the symbolism of baptism was manifest. As the waters closed over the man’s head, it was as if he died; as he rose up again from the water, it was as if he rose to new life. Part of him was dead and gone for ever; he was a new man risen to a new life.

But, it must be noted, that symbolism could become a reality only under one condition. It could become real only when a man believed intensely in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It could only happen when a man believed in the effective working of God which had raised Jesus Christ from the dead and could do the same for him. Baptism for the Christian was in truth a dying and a rising again, because he believed that Christ had died and risen again and that he was sharing the experience of his Lord.

‘You speak about circumcision,’ said Paul. ‘The only true circumcision is when a man dies and rises with Christ in baptism, in such a way that it is not part of his body which is cut away but his whole sinful self which is destroyed, and he is filled with newness of life and the very holiness of God.’

vv.14-15: “Paul discussed the Christian’s relationship to the law because the teachers at Colosse attempted to bring Christians under obligation to the Commandments. Paul knew such obligation was enslaving and legalistic. Legalism is any philosophy or movement that assumes God’s blessing comes from keeping the law, whether Jewish Law or human law. It assumes a contractual relationship whereby in one’s thoughts God can be bought by human effort. Legalism is an ever-present danger for Christians. Both Christians and non-Christians confuse it with real religion. Some of Paul’s most instructive teaching against Christian legalism occurs here.  […] Two metaphors express the heart of what Christ did for believers: the handwriting of ordinances being removed (‘the written code’) and nailing the accusations to the cross (‘nailing it to the cross’). The first is the more complicated to interpret. Literally, the handwriting is a certificate of indebtedness written in one’s own hand.  Several views have dominated the history of this interpretation. […]The best resolution lies in understanding the different aspects of the Mosaic law as Paul addressed them in the New Testament. […]  The handwriting refers to the indebtedness related to the law. Paul commonly spoke of two aspects of the Mosaic law. One is the condemnatory nature of the law (1 Cor 15:56; Rom 7:13ff.; Gal 3:10; Deut 27:26). Clearly the law condemns, but the law also reveals God’s standards and the human failures related to it. The revelatory aspects of the law are beneficial, and Paul acknowledged their helpfulness (Rom 7:13ff.). The text states that the code that was against them was canceled. Paul meant that the condemnatory aspects of law were removed. The Christian still profits from the revelation of God’s character that the law embodies.  

“The second metaphor is ‘nailing it to his cross.’ Interpreters differ as to the exact meaning Paul had in mind. Most likely it referred to the indictment hung over the prisoner’s head when he was crucified. By such action, the criminal’s debt to society was canceled since he paid for the crime. The New Testament evidences this use in Matt 27:37 and John 19:19, where the Jews placed the charge against Jesus above his head. Perhaps Paul used this terminology because the gospel story contained it and he found it a useful way to describe the spiritual aspects of the vicarious suffering of Jesus. This interpretation most effectively captures the spirit of the context, but some see the metaphor as an act of triumph. They say that the symbolism refers to an act of defiance or triumph. Some support may be garnered from the fact that this approach anticipates v. 15.

“By these metaphors, Paul presented his theological conclusions regarding the law and the work of Christ. God forgave, canceled the condemnatory aspects of the law, and paid the accusation in full. He did not say that the law passed away, nor did he intimate that God would use another standard besides law to judge. He did affirm clearly that believers have no obligation to the law. In his death, Christ satisfied the law’s demands. The Colossians who listened to the false teachers may have been guilty because they remembered that they did not keep the law, but the truth is that the law’s demands were kept. Forgiveness comes from God’s taking initiative in Christ to satisfy the law. Thus both God’s justice and mercy combine to devise a way to uphold the law as a divine standard and yet pardon the sinner. The result is freedom for the believer.

v.16: “Asceticism was growing in paganism, and many viewed it as a means of achieving spiritual power or revelatory experiences. But this text clearly refers to Jewish customs; although much of Palestinian Judaism opposed asceticism, Judaism and Christianity in other parts of the Empire often took on the characteristics of the surrounding culture, and pagans sometimes associated local Judaism with asceticism (even linking the sabbath with fasting, although the forms of Judaism we know about would not have fasted on the sabbath). Gentiles mocked Jews as separatists especially on three issues: circumcision (2:11), special laws about food and drink, and special holy days. The ‘new moon’ celebration was used to greet each new month; the sabbath was a weekly festival.”

v.18: There is the worship of angels (verses 18 and 20). As we have seen, the Jews had a highly-developed doctrine of angels and the Gnostics believed in all kinds of intermediaries. They worshipped these, while the Christian knows that worship must be kept for God and for Jesus Christ.

vv.20-21: “Union with Christ in death was sufficient (cf. 2:11–12); adding ascetic rules (2:18) was useless (on ‘elementary principles’ see comment on 2:8). The ‘decrees’ (NASB) or ‘rules’ (NIV, TEV) may be Jewish ‘regulations’ (NRSV), as in 2:14. […]Most Jews outside Palestine still kept the food laws, and some Jews forbade even touching particular foods; other Old Testament laws explicitly decreed one impure for touching some things. (This application would be especially appropriate if Paul thought of people adding to those rules, as Jewish teachers noted that Eve or Adam her tutor apparently added ‘Do not touch’ to God’s ‘Do not eat’—Gen 2:17; 3:3.

April 27 – May 3

Colossians 2 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Colossians 2:1-5

· What can I learn about Apostle Paul’s heart for the church at Colosse and Laodicea from this passage?

· Do I know what it takes to “struggle” for other Christians, in order that they be “encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ?”  What does this struggle look like?

· Are there ways that I may be trying to avoid this struggle in my life?

TUESDAY

Colossians 2:6-7

· What does it mean to “just as you received Christ as Lord, continue to live in him?”

· Reflect on the words “rooted and built up in him,” “strengthened in the faith as  you were taught,” “overflowing with thankfulness.”  What do each of these look like?  Assess how I am doing in each of these areas.
WEDNESDAY

Colossians 2:4-5, 8-15

· What hollow and deceptive philosophies are out there that depend on “human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than of Christ” that challenge the sufficiency of Christ in a believer’s life?
· What do I need in my life to guard myself against hollow and deceptive philosophies out there? 
THURSDAY

Colossians 2:9-12

· List all that we have been given to us or all that has been accomplished for us “in Christ” or “with him” according to this passage.  Reflect on this list, and write a prayer affirming these truths and thanking God for these gifts.  

FRIDAY

Colossians 2:16-23

· What mistaken understanding of piety is described in this passage?  Why is it wrong, and why would some people be drawn to it? 
· Reflect on the words in vss. 18-19 describing a person who embraces such a version of piety.  In what sense can some Christians use spirituality to become puffed up, filled with idle notions, while having lost connection with Christ?
· What would characterize someone whose Christian life is based on the all-sufficiency of Christ alone?

May 4 – May 10

Colossians 3

Rules for Holy Living

 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

 12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Rules for Christian Households

 18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

 19Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.

 21Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.

 22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.

May 4 – May 10

Colossians 3 – Commentary

vv.1-4: The point Paul is making here is this. In baptism the Christian dies and rises again. As the waters close over him, it is as if he was buried in death; as he emerges from the waters, it is like being resurrected to a new life. Now, if that is so, the Christian must rise from baptism a different man. Wherein is the difference? It lies in the fact that now the thoughts of the Christian must be set on the things which are above. He can no longer be concerned with the trivial passing things of earth; he must be totally concerned with the eternal verities of heaven.

We must note carefully what Paul means by that. He is certainly not pleading for an other-worldliness in which the Christian withdraws himself from all the work and activities of this world and does nothing but contemplate eternity. Immediately after this Paul goes on to lay down a series of ethical principles which make it quite clear that he expects the Christian to go on with the work of this world and to maintain all its normal relationships. But there will be this difference—from now on the Christian will view everything against the background of eternity and no longer live as if this world was all that mattered.

This will obviously give him a new set of values. Things which the world thought important, he will no longer worry about. Ambitions which dominated the world, will be powerless to touch him. He will go on using the things of the world but he will use them in a new way. He will, for instance, set giving above getting, serving above ruling, forgiving above avenging. The Christian’s standard of values will be God’s not men’s.

vv.3-4: “The question may well be asked: If I died with Christ, how do I continue to live? Paul’s answer was that Christians’ lives are “hidden with Christ in God.” Although some may understand the point of this statement to be the safety of believers, Paul used it to refer to the source of believers’ lives. The new life source, that which sustains Christians, is Christ. Paul clearly stated as much in the next verse. Just as Christ is now hidden from the eyes of the world, the Christian’s life in Christ is also hidden. Christians appear as dead to the things of the world, but very much alive with a source of life that goes beyond this world and what it can provide. The new life is Christ. His life energizes Christians, enabling them to be and do what they should.  The life Christ provides encourages believers to seek the things identified with that life.

“The believer’s life, which is hidden in Christ, will be revealed. At his return each person will see him and, perhaps for the first time, be confronted with the magnificence of his person. The theme of hidden/manifestation occurs here. The Christian’s life is hidden now, but it will be obvious to all when Christ is manifest to them. The second coming of Christ will be a time of glory (doxa).”

v.4: “In verse 4 Paul gives to Christ one of the great titles of devotion. He calls him Christ our life. Here is a thought which was very dear to the heart of Paul. When he was writing to the Philippians, he said, ‘For me to live is Christ’ (Philippians 1:21). Years before, when he was writing to the Galatians, he had said, ‘It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me’ (Galatians 2:20). As Paul saw it, to the Christian Christ is the most important thing in life; more, he is life.

“This is the kind of peak of devotion which we can only dimly understand and only haltingly and imperfectly express. Sometimes we say of a man, ‘Music is his life—Sport is his life—He lives for his work.’ Such a man finds life and all that it means in music, in sport, in work, as the case may be. For the Christian, Christ is his life.

“And here we come back to where this passage started—that is precisely why the Christian sets his mind and heart on the things which are above and not on the things of this world. He judges everything in the light of the Cross and in the light of the love which gave itself for him. In the light of that Cross the world’s wealth and ambitions and activities are seen at their true value; and, the Christian is enabled to set his whole heart on the things which are above.”

v.5: [Greed] (pleonexia) is one of the ugliest of sins but while it is quite clear what it means, it is by no means so easy to find a single word to translate it. […]The Greeks themselves defined it as insatiate desire and said that you might as easily satisfy it as you might fill with water a bowl with a hole in it. They defined it as the sinful desire for what belongs to others. It has been described as ruthless self-seeking. Its basic idea is the desire for that which a man has no right to have. It is, therefore, a sin with a very wide range. If it is the desire for money, it leads to theft. If it is the desire for prestige, it leads to evil ambition. If it is the desire for power, it leads to sadistic tyranny. If it is the desire for a person, it leads to sexual sin. C. F. D. Moule well describes it as ‘the opposite of the desire to give.

Such a desire, says Paul, is idolatry. How can that be? The essence of idolatry is the desire to get. A man sets up an idol and worships it because he desires to get something from it. To quote C. F. D. Moule, ‘idolatry is an attempt to use God for man’s purposes, rather than to give oneself to God’s service.’ The essence of idolatry is, in fact, the desire to have more. Or to come at it another way, the man whose life is dominated by the desire to get things has set up things in the place of God—and that precisely is idolatry.

v.14: “If each of the graces previously mentioned is seen to be characteristic of God or Christ, then this is especially so of love (cf. 1 Cor. 13:4 for the notion that love clearly reflects the character of Christ). Over all these virtues may convey the idea of ‘on top of all the other ‘articles of clothing’ ’ (C. F. D. Moule). In Gal. 5:6 ‘love’ is the motive power of faith and in 1 Cor. 13:13 it is the supreme Christian grace. Which binds them all together in perfect unity (lit. ‘Which is the bond of perfection’) may suggest that love is the link which unites and binds together all the previously mentioned graces of v 12. The words ‘of perfection’ probably, however, denote purpose: love is the bond that leads to perfection. It binds together the members of the congregation (rather than the graces of v 12) into unity in the body of Christ so producing perfection. This interpretation accords well with Paul’s concerns for the readers’ corporate life.”


 “To the virtues and the graces Paul adds one more—what he calls the perfect bond of love. Love is the binding power which holds the whole Christian body together. The tendency of any body of people is sooner or later to fly apart; love is the one bond which will hold them together in unbreakable fellowship.”

May 4 – May 10

Colossians 3 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Colossians 3:1-4

· “What are some of the “earthly things” that fill my mind and occupy my heart?  

· What would be some fundamental difference between someone who has his heart set on heavenly things versus earthly things?  How has this shift happened in my life since I became Christian?

· From the exhortation to “set your heart” and “set your minds” on things above, what practical lesson can I learn about my responsibility and ability to personally direct my heart and mind toward godliness?  What concrete steps can I take to intentionally direct the focus of my mind and heart on things above, rather than being a passive responder to my thoughts and emotions?

TUESDAY

Colossians 3:5-8

· What can I learn from the fact that the command to set our hearts on things above is followed by exhortations to put to death very specific sins?

· What is my attitude towards the “life [i] once lived?” 

· Reflect on the words “Put to death,” “wrath of God is coming,” and  “you must rid yourselves of all such things.”  Do I share in this kind of urgency and uncompromising attitude towards sin? If not, what is my attitude towards sin?

· Describe the process of putting to death what belongs to my earthly nature.  Which of the sins listed here do I need to put to death?  What concrete steps do I need to take?

WEDNESDAY

Colossians 3:9-14

· Apostle Paul affirms that Christians “have taken off their old self with its practices and have put on the new self.”   Why, then, do some Christians still live in their old lifestyle?

· Verse 10 says that the “new self” is being “renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”  How can I be renewed daily to faithfully reflect the image of Jesus?  What aspects of God’s image do I need to foster?  

· Of the virtues listed in verse 12-13, which one do I feel the greatest urgency to foster and why?  

· Why is it important to put on love over all these virtues?  What would happen if I were to pursue these virtues without love?

THURSDAY

Colossians 3:13-17

· Paul tells us to “forgive as the Lord forgave you” (v.13).  Reflect on the forgiveness that I have received.  Considering this, how prompt am I to “forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another” today?   

· Reflect on the exhortation in vs. 13.  Assess the degree to which I tend to hold on to grievances.  Write out grievances I am presently or recurrently holding on to and pray a prayer of release (because there is really nothing to forgive, but just a grievance that needs to be released) or forgiveness (because there is someone who wronged me in some way). 

· What do I think needs to happen in order for the peace of God to rule in my heart?  

· What are some things I can do to allow the word of Christ to dwell richly in my heart?

· In this short passage, Apostle Paul repeats the need to be thankful twice.  What place does gratitude have in my relationship with God?

FRIDAY

Colossians 3:18-25

· What can I learn from Apostle Paul’s specific exhortation to different groups of people in this passage, and consider how I can apply these words to my relationships?

· Reflect on the words “as is fitting in the LORD,” “for this pleases the LORD,” “but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the LORD,” “as working for the LORD and not men,” “will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward,”  “It is the LORD Christ you are serving.”   Think about the relationships in my life and think about specific ways to become God-centered.

May 11 – May 17

Colossians 4

 1Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

Further Instructions

 2Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
Final Greetings

 7Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 9He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

 10My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 11Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 12Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 15Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.

 16After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.

 17Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord."

 18I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.

May 11 – May 17

Colossians 4 – Commentary
v.6: “As those who are to behave wisely towards outsiders, [Christians] are to let their words be both gracious and wise just as Paul desires for his own speech. They are receiving God’s grace: let that grace be evident in the words they speak.”
 “Salt had three uses at that time. It could preserve a food, “sterilize” a food (antiseptic), or season a food. Here Paul took the last meaning. Conversation was to be seasoned, i.e., acceptable and inoffensive.”

vv.7-11: The list of names at the end of this chapter is a list of heroes of the faith. We must remember the circumstances. Paul was in prison awaiting trial and it is always dangerous to be a prisoner’s friend, for it is so easy to become involved in the same fate as the prisoner himself. It took courage to visit Paul in his imprisonment and to show that one was on the same side. Let us collect what we know of these men.

There was Tychicus. He came from the Roman province of Asia and was most likely the representative of his Church to carry its offering to the poor Christians of Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). To him also was entrusted the duty of bearing to its various destination the letter we know as the letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:21). […]

There was Onesimus. Paul’s way of mentioning him is full of lovely courtesy. Onesimus was the runaway slave who had somehow reached Rome and Paul was sending him back to his master Philemon. But he does not call him a runaway slave; he calls him a faithful and beloved brother. When Paul had anything to say about a man, he always said the best that he could.

There was Aristarchus. He was a Macedonian from Thessalonica (Acts 20:4). We get only fleeting glimpses of Aristarchus but from these glimpses one thing emerges—he was clearly a good man to have about in a tight corner. He was there when the people of Ephesus rioted in the Temple of Diana and was so much in the forefront that he was captured by the mob (Acts 19:29). He was there when Paul set sail a prisoner for Rome (Acts 27:2). It may well be that he had actually enrolled himself as Paul’s slave in order that he might be allowed to make the last journey with him. And now he is here in Rome, Paul’s fellow-prisoner. Clearly Aristarchus was a man who was always on the spot when things were at their grimmest. Whenever Paul was in bad trouble Aristarchus was there. The glimpses we have are enough to indicate a really good companion.

There was Mark. Of all the characters in the Early Church he had had the most surprising career. He was so close a friend that Peter could call him his son (1 Peter 5:13); and we know that when he wrote his gospel, it was the preaching material of Peter that he was setting down. On the first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas had taken Mark with them to be their secretary (Acts 13:5); but in the middle of the journey, when things got difficult, Mark quit and went home (Acts 13:13). It was long before Paul could forgive that. When they were about to set out on the second missionary journey, Barnabas once more wished to take Mark with them. But Paul refused to take the quitter again, and on this issue he and Barnabas parted company and never worked together again (Acts 15:36–40). Tradition says that Mark went as a missionary to Egypt and founded the Church at Alexandria. What happened in the interim we do not know; but we do know that he was with Paul in his last imprisonment who had once again come to look on him as a most useful man to have around (Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11). Mark was the man who redeemed himself. Here in this brief reference there is an echo of the old, unhappy story. Paul instructs the Church at Colosse to receive Mark and to give him a welcome if he should come. Why does he do that? Doubtless because his Churches looked with suspicion on the man whom Paul had once dismissed as useless for the service of Christ. And now Paul, with his habitual courtesy and thoughtfulness, is making sure that Mark’s past will not stand in his way by giving him full approval as one of his trusted friends. The end of Mark’s career is a tribute at one and the same time to Mark and to Paul.

v.14: There was Demas. It is significant that Demas’s name is the only one to which some comment of praise and appreciation is not attached. He is Demas and nothing more. There is a story behind the brief references to Demas in the letters of Paul. In Philemon 24 he is grouped with the men who are described as Paul’s fellow-labourers. Here in Colossians 4:14 he is simply Demas. And in the last mention of him (in 2 Timothy 4:10) he is Demas who has forsaken Paul because he loved this present world. Surely here we have the faint outlines of a study in degeneration, loss of enthusiasm and failure in the faith. Here is one of the men who refused to be remade by Christ.

There was Nymphas (the Revised Standard Version has the feminine, Nympha) and the Church of the brothers at Laodicaea which met in his house. We must remember that there was no such thing as a special Church building until the third century. Up to that time the Christian congregations met in the houses of those who were the leaders of the Church. There was the Church which met in the house of Aquila and Prisca in Rome and Ephesus (Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19). There was the Church which met in the house of Philemon (Philemon 2). In the early days. Church and home were identical: and it is still true that every Christian home should also be a Church of Jesus Christ.

May 11 – May 17

Colossians 4 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Colossians 4:1-3

· How right and fair am I in relating to those who are in some subordinate position to me?

· What would it take for someone to “devote [themselves] to prayer, being watchful and thankful”?

· What can I learn about the sort of things Apostle Paul asks the people at Colosse to pray for?

· What are my prayers full of?  What priority does this reveal?

· What is the role of prayer in evangelism?

TUESDAY

Colossians 4:5-6

· Think about the significance of non-Christians being identified as “outsiders.”  What does this teach about a Christian’s proper understanding of the community and people that he/she rightly belongs to?  To what extent do I have this strong sense of belonging to a group called to specially relate to the rest of the world?

· Why would believers have to be “wise” toward outsiders?  In what ways do I need to be wise in my action toward outsiders?

· What does “making the most of every opportunity” mean in this context of relating with outsiders, and how have I been in this regard?  

· What do I need to in order to make sure my conversations are “full of grace” so that I may know how to answer everyone?

WEDNESDAY

Colossians 4:7-15

· Reflect on the following words that Paul uses to describe various people in his life – “dear brother,” “faithful minister,” “fellow saint in the LORD,” “fellow workers for the kingdom of God,” “servant of Christ Jesus,” “dear brother.”  Who are the people that God placed in my life that fit these descriptions?  Spend some time thanking God for the specific ways that each of them encourage, challenge and inspires me a as a fellow kingdom worker.

· Are there some people that I need to encourage or be a comfort to?

THURSDAY

Colossians 4:12-13

· Reflect on the words “wrestling in prayer for you.”  Have I ever known this level of intensity in my prayer life?

· Think about the sort of person Epaphras was to the churches and to Apostle Paul.  What was it about him that made Apostle Paul say “I vouch for him?”  How does this compare with what sort of person I strive to be?

· Who are the people that I need to be like Epaphras to?

FRIDAY

Colossians 4:14-18

· What is significant about the fact that Demas who deserted Apostle Paul for the world (2 Timothy 4:10) was once among the list of people that Apostle Paul counted on?

· Reflect on Apostle Paul’s personal exhortation to Archippus in v.17, in light of what happened to Demas at the end.  What is the work that I have received from the LORD and what may hinder me from completing that work?  

· Reflect on the importance of finishing well in life.  Are there some areas in which I am declining in perseverance?  Write out a personal prayer about living out my Christian commitments with faithfulness to the end.

· Reflect on the words “remember my chains.” What effect would remembering Paul’s imprisonment have had on the Colossians?  Who are the people, and what are the chains I need to remember in living my Christian life?   

May 18 – May 24

1 Samuel 13
Samuel Rebukes Saul

 1 Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty-two years.

 2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Micmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes.

 3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, "Let the Hebrews hear!" 4 So all Israel heard the news: "Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become a stench to the Philistines." And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

 5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Micmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. 

       Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter. 9 So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.

 11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel. 

       Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, 12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering."

 13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's command."

 15 Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred.

Israel Without Weapons

 16 Saul and his son Jonathan and the men with them were staying in Gibeah in Benjamin, while the Philistines camped at Micmash. 17 Raiding parties went out from the Philistine camp in three detachments. One turned toward Ophrah in the vicinity of Shual, 18 another toward Beth Horon, and the third toward the borderland overlooking the Valley of Zeboim facing the desert.

 19 Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel, because the Philistines had said, "Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears!" 20 So all Israel went down to the Philistines to have their plowshares, mattocks, axes and sickles sharpened. 21 The price was two thirds of a shekel for sharpening plowshares and mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening forks and axes and for repointing goads.

 22 So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them.

23 Now a detachment of Philistines had gone out to the pass at Micmash.
1 Samuel 15

The LORD Rejects Saul as King

 1 Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.' "

 4 So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men from Judah. 5 Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 6 Then he said to the Kenites, "Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt." So the Kenites moved away from the Amalekites.

 7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.

 10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to the LORD all that night.

 12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, "Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal."

 13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD's instructions."

 14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?"

 15 Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest."

 16 "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night." 

       "Tell me," Saul replied.

 17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why did you not obey the LORD ? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD ?"

 20 "But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal."

 22 But Samuel replied: 

        "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 

        as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD ? 

        To obey is better than sacrifice, 

        and to heed is better than the fat of rams.

 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 

        and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 

        Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

        he has rejected you as king."

 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the LORD's command and your instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD."

 26 But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!"

 27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. 29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."

 30 Saul replied, "I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people and before Israel; come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD your God." 31 So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.

 32 Then Samuel said, "Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites." 

       Agag came to him confidently, thinking, "Surely the bitterness of death is past."

 33 But Samuel said, 

        "As your sword has made women childless, 

        so will your mother be childless among women." 

       And Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal.

 34 Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.


May 18 – May 24

1 Samuel 13 – Commentary 

“From a secular standpoint Saul was ideally equipped to be king; he was regal in appearance, had a demonstrated capacity to protect Israel’s material interests by devising and executing successful military strategies, and enjoyed popular support. However, as this section makes clear, Saul and his kingship were fatally flawed and doomed to failure. From the standpoint of Samuel and the biblical narrator, the reason for Saul’s failure is simple: the king was a spiritual rebel against the Lord’s word. Saul is portrayed in this section as committing two of the most serious types of sin that are possible in a religious system grounded in revelation: rejection of the divine word, expressed here through active disobedience, and supplementation of the divine word with additional authoritative instruction. The former is manifested in his disobedience to the Lord’s command issued in 10:8; the latter, in the imposition of foolish additional requirements on Israelite soldiers beyond those prescribed by the Torah. Through these early actions Saul established a pattern of disobedience and poor judgment from which he would not deviate. As a result, his dynasty would cease upon his death.”

vv.11-12: Since sacrifices were normally offered up twice a day, in the early morning and at twilight (cf. Num 28:1–6), Samuel could have arrived at any time on the seventh day and still fulfilled his role in the process.  Unfortunately Saul did not give Samuel an opportunity to do so but offered the ‘burnt offering’ himself. Before the king could offer up the ‘fellowship offerings’, however, he was interrupted by Samuel’s arrival (v. 10). Saul ‘went out to greet’ the prophet. Samuel’s curt response in the form of a question—’What have you done?’ (v. 11; cf. Gen 3:13)—makes clear that the prophet was not interested in social niceties at this time. Saul responded to the question defensively, blaming three other parties for his act of disobedience: his soldiers, who ‘were scattering’; Samuel, who ‘did not come at the set time’; and the Philistines, who ‘were assembling at Micmash’ (v. 11). He was ‘compelled’ (lit., ‘forced himself’) to perform the sacrifice because he feared that the Philistines would attack him before he had ‘sought the Lord’s favor’ (v. 12). It is ironic—and symptomatic of Saul’s spiritual dullness—that the king believed he could obtain the Lord’s favor through an act of disobedience.  Brushing aside Saul’s excuses, Samuel condemned the king’s actions as those of a fool. No line of reasoning, however compelling, could ever justify disobedience to the Lord.

1 Samuel 15 – Commentary

“A campaign against the Amalekites was to be the occasion of a major clash between king and prophet; Saul and Samuel were permanently estranged as a result of their quarrel (see verse 35). The difficulty for modern readers is that Samuel’s instructions to the king strike us as extremely harsh, and we almost instinctively side with Saul in consequence; but it is clear that the biblical writer not only sides with Samuel but insists that Samuel was simply God’s spokesman, so that Saul defied not Samuel but God. The chief problem for us concerns a custom that strikes us as barbaric and which we find difficult to understand in religious terms; this was the sacred vow to exterminate a whole people and all their belongings. Here, indeed, it was not a vow but a sacred command (verse 3). Israel was not alone in this practice—which, fortunately, was not all that frequently applied in ancient warfare.”

v.3: “The Amalekites were old enemies of Israel (2), and their whole way of life was a threat to the Israelite people. They had some cities, but for the most part they were nomads, brutally raiding and plundering farms and livestock, especially on the southern borders of Israel. Their very existence was thus a permanent threat to Israel, and stern measures were essential and justified. The Amalekites were a wicked people (18).  The command in God’s name to destroy the Amalekites totally (3) made use of what is called in English a ‘ban’, a custom practised occasionally both by Israel and its neighbours. This religious vow of total destruction was not frequently employed, not even during warfare, and there were always special reasons for its use. Notice how careful the Israelites were to make sure that another tribe, the Kenites, were not harmed along with the Amalekites (6). The fact that even livestock were included in the ‘ban’ shows that there was a sort of sacrificial aspect to it; in a sense, killing humans and animals was a way of handing them over to God. The people who were so wicked must be eliminated as a threat, and they and all their belongings were, by the ‘ban’, handed over to Yahweh.”

v.11: “The Lord revealed that the source of his grief was Saul’s failure to follow his instructions completely. Saul’s partial obedience might have been acceptable to his contemporaries, but when weighed in the divine balances, it was found wanting. Nothing short of strict obedience to the Lord’s instructions was acceptable; anything less produced grief in heaven and pain and loss on earth.”

vv.11, 29, 35: “More than once this chapter states that God repented of making Saul king. This is the language of human analogy; as verse 29 plainly states, God is in reality no fallible human being who makes mistakes and is obliged to change his mind. Perhaps the best perspective for seeing God’s dealings with men, especially in the Old Testament, is under the analogy of a chess game. God allows men such as Saul full freedom of choice and action; but he constantly responds to their moves, and will at appropriate times change his strategy, technique and approach. Saul is in some respects a foil for David; the wrong king shows up in better relief the right king. But Saul was no straw man, no automaton; God gave him the chance to prove himself a worthy king, and the failure was his own. Not till then did God ‘repent’ and take steps to remove the kingship from him.”


May 18 – May 24

1 Samuel 13,15 – DT Reflection Questions 

MONDAY

1 Samuel 13:1-14

· What does Saul point to in order to justify his disobedience in disregarding the clear ban against offering sacrifices by anyone other than priests?

· Are there sins in my life for which I have been coming up with excuses, or finding people to  blame?

· In what ways does failure to acknowledge personal responsibility for sin alienate people and destroy relationships?  Have I ever experienced this in my life?
TUESDAY

1 Samuel 13:4-15

· Reflect on the words “I saw,” “I thought,” and “I felt compelled.”  What was driving Saul?  

· Are there times when I assess threats and experience anxiety that compels me to do something … all without regard to God?

· Reflect on the picture of Saul “[counting] the men who were with him” after “Samuel left Gilgal.”

· What do I need to cultivate in order to not find myself in the same place as Saul?

WEDNESDAY

1 Samuel 15:1-9

· What was Saul commanded to do?

· What aspect of Saul emerges from the fact that he “spared…everything that was good” but totally destroyed “everything that was despised and weak?”

· What might have been Saul’s motivation in sparing the King of the Amalekites?  What does this reveal about Saul’s view of God, and his mode of operating?

· In what ways am I like Saul?

THURSDAY

1 Samuel 15:10-20

· Reflect on the contrasting picture of God and Samuel grieving for Saul and the picture of Saul “[setting] up a monument in his own honor.” 

· What might have contributed to this kind of blindness on Saul’s part?

FRIDAY

1 Samuel 15:10-30

· According to v.16 and vv.22-30, what is required for genuine repentance?

· According to v.30, what wrong value caused Saul to altogether miss the point of repentance?

· Evaluate my response to my sin.  Am I missing the point of repentance in some way?

· What is the significance of the prophet and king permanently separating?

· How do the prophet and God respond to the sin of Saul?

· What warning does this passage have for me?

May 25 – May 31

2 Kings 5

Naaman Healed of Leprosy

 1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.

 2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, "If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy."

 4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 "By all means, go," the king of Aram replied. "I will send a letter to the king of Israel." So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: "With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy."

 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, "Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!"

 8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed."

 11 But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage.

 13 Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

 15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant."

 16 The prophet answered, "As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing." And even though Naaman urged him, he refused.

 17 "If you will not," said Naaman, "please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this."

 19 "Go in peace," Elisha said. 

       After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, "My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from him."

 21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. "Is everything all right?" he asked.

 22 "Everything is all right," Gehazi answered. "My master sent me to say, 'Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.' "

 23 "By all means, take two talents," said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the men away and they left. 25 Then he went in and stood before his master Elisha. 

       "Where have you been, Gehazi?" Elisha asked. 

       "Your servant didn't go anywhere," Gehazi answered.

 26 But Elisha said to him, "Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants? 27 Naaman's leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever." Then Gehazi went from Elisha's presence and he was leprous, as white as snow.


May 25 – May 31

2 Kings 5 - Commentary

v.1 Naaman, the story’s main character, is introduced as a great man who struggles to overcome a physical affliction. He is successful in his military career, for he commands Syria’s army, a unit that allows Damascus to dominate the region.   His king duly praises him for his work. He exhibits courage. Only one issue mars his life: he is a leper. This leprosy may not have been an extremely advanced type, since he could continue his work; but it was serious enough to him, as the text indicates later.  The author states that the Lord gave Naaman his victories. At first this claim may seem startling because Naaman is not an Israelite. However, 1, 2 Kings emphasize repeatedly God’s sovereignty over all nations and all people.

vv.8-14 Elisha views Naaman’s presence as an opportunity to prove there is a real prophet in Israel, which is the same as saying there is a real God in Israel. Like the servant girl in 5:2–3, he decides to use this difficult situation to help Naaman. His attitude also helps the king of Israel, since Elisha intends to show Naaman that while the monarch does not heal, someone in Israel can cure him.

When the Syrian arrives with his impressive entourage, the prophet does not come to meet him. Instead, he sends a messenger to instruct him to wash seven times in the Jordan if he wants to be healed. Why this aloof approach to the Syrian’s problem? Jones suggests Elisha “may have been demonstrating that he was not a wonderworker who expected payment, or else indicating he wished no political involvement with Syria, or again be [sic] deliberately testing Naaman’s faith.” Certainly it is a great test of humble faith and one that Naaman understandably misinterprets as an insult. National pride and personal expectations of a spectacular, magical display lead the commander to stomp away in rage.

Once again it is Naaman’s servants who come to his rescue. They attack their master’s pride with common sense.  He would do something difficult, they reason, so why not try this rather small possible cure? What can it hurt? Naaman follows their advice and is healed. His quest for healing has been fulfilled.

vv.15-19a This text contains one of the great Gentile conversion accounts in the Old Testament. Like Rahab (Josh 2:9–13), Ruth (Ruth 1:16–18), and the sailors and Ninevites in Jonah (Jonah 1:16; 3:6–10), Naaman believes in the Lord. From Gen 12:2–3 onward in the Old Testament, God desires to bless all nations through Israel. This ideal becomes a reality here due to the witness of the Israelite servant girl and the work of the Israelite prophet.

Naaman’s conversion includes a confession of faith. He states that no other god exists besides the Lord, a conclusion he draws from the fact that only the Lord can heal him. Hobbs correctly claims that Naaman’s confession consists of “words which accord closely with Elisha’s words in v 8. Following a major theme of these chapters, Naaman realizes that only in Israel, and through Israel’s God, is healing to be found. Following this confession, Naaman’s actions support his new-found faith.” Sadly, Naaman’s confession of faith condemns most Israelites of that era, since they have rejected the one true God and embraced gods that cannot heal. Jesus makes this point while rebuking the people of Nazareth in Luke 4:23–30.

Naaman’s conversion also leads to some new commitments on his part. First, he tries to give Elisha a gift, which indicates his gratitude for the human instrument of his healing. The prophet’s refusal contrasts sharply with the typical court prophet and also with the actions of Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, later in the story. Second, he asks to take dirt home with him, with which he will build an altar to the Lord in his homeland. Montgomery says that transporting “holy” dirt from one place to another was a fairly common ancient custom. This practice is not unlike the modern tendency to take home significant personal souvenirs from the Holy Land.

Third, Naaman requests Elisha’s indulgence on one point. He requests that the Lord forgive him for participating in worship of Rimmon when such participation is necessary to carry out his career responsibilities. Rimmon was a Syrian version of Baal. Naaman seems to say that this “worship” will not be real worship, since he has already confessed Yahweh’s sole existence and sovereignty. His dilemma is not unlike the one Obadiah faced (cf. 1 Kgs 18:1–15), who also felt torn between prophet and king and between Yahweh and Baal. Even in this request, however, Naaman places himself under Elisha’s authority and admits Yahweh’s importance.

Elisha gives Naaman his blessing. Has the prophet been too lenient? Has Elisha given in to religious accommodationism? Three observations may help provide an answer. First, Keil notes that Naaman simply asks whether or not God will forgive him. He does not ask permission to worship Rimmon. Second, Naaman has stated his opinion of Rimmon and has declared his intention to serve and offer sacrifices to Yahweh. Third, he must create what amounts to a personal outpost of Yahwism in Syria. He can pray, but there is no opportunity for community worship, nor is it likely that he can come back to Israel to worship. Elisha understands these realities and lays no more guilt on Naaman than Elijah did on Obadiah. Again, his commitment to the Lord is already greater than all but a remnant of the faithful.


May 25 – May 31

2 Kings 5 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

2 Kings 5:1

· Naaman is described as a great man and a valiant soldier and a leper.  In what ways does this capture the human predicament?

· Reflect on the words ‘but he had leprosy.” What perspective does this fact--that all men are afflicted with the deadly disease of sin—give to the quest for success and achievement so prevalent in our society?  

· What is my view of human greatness or achievement?

TUESDAY

2 Kings 5:2-8

· How did God use the misfortune of a young servant from Israel to bring blessing to Naaman?

· Contrast her attitude to the attitude of the king of Israel.

· Are there some bad situation in my life that can potentially be used as an opportunity to give glory to God?

WEDNESDAY

2 Kings 5:9-14
· Naaman reveals in vs. 11 that he had a detailed picture of what his healing would involve.  What basis did Naaman have for acting like he was an expert in the healing arts?  How did this attitude affect his response to the prophet’s prescription? 

· Are there some ways in which I am negative and skeptical toward certain prescriptions given to me through God’s words, or the counsel of more mature believers, because I hold onto preconceived notions of what will or will not work?

· As one commentator put it, “Naaman left in a rage because the cure for his disease seemed too simple.  He was a hero, and he expected a heroic cure.  Full of pride and self-will, he could not expect the simple cure of faith.”   Naaman had achieved a great deal in his life mainly through his own efforts (vv.1-2), and perhaps had a hard time accepting a solution which involved no laudable effort on his part.  In what ways am I like Naaman, having a hard time accepting the simple, yet humbling, solution of God to my problem?

· What is amazing about Naaman’s response to his servant’s advice?

· Ultimately, Naaman is healed because he does not turn away in prideful anger.  Reflect on the utter foolishness of pride that tries to salvage personal dignity even as a leper seeking healing.  Have there been times in which the insanity of pride drove me to a similar folly?  

THURSDAY

2 Kings 5:15-27
· Naaman’s religious background consisted of worshipping a deity whose favor had to be purchased by bringing gifts and sacrifices.  Thus, in refusing Naaman’s gifts, perhaps Elisha sought to convey how radically different God was from these pagan deities in healing him out of grace and mercy alone.  What are some opportunities in which I can accurately convey God’s character to those around me (e.g. your workplace, classroom, etc.)?  

· Contrast this to what Gehazi did.  What is so tragic about Gehazi in light of what Elisha had done earlier?  What does this say about my role to pass down correctly the gospel message that I am to embody (2 Timothy 2:14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it)?

FRIDAY

2 Kings 5:20-27

· Gehazi was such a tragic figure.  He was Elisha’s personal servant in the same way that Elisha was to Elijah (c.f. 1 Kings 19:21), and thus, could have been the next spiritual successor after Elisha.  Reflect on what kind of person Gehazi was, and where he may have gone wrong, and why he missed the grander themes and deeper truths. 

· Reflect on the lament and rebuke of Elisha to Gehazi.  If Elisha were to speak a “verse 26” to me today, what might be his rebuke be (i.e. “Is this the time to ______?”)?  

· What might I be forfeiting as I chase after these things?

· What concrete steps can I take to become less like Gehazi and more like Elisha?

�
































�Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary : New Testament (Lk 22:1). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.


�The Gospel of Luke. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow., Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Lk 22:7). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


� Darrell L.Bock, "Luke," n.p., The NIV Application Commentary Series on CD-ROM (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996).


�The Gospel of Luke. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow., Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Lk 22:7). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Lk 22:7). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Lk 22:14). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�The Gospel of Luke. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow., Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Lk 22:24). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Stein, R. H. (2001, c1992). Vol. 24: Luke (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (550). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary : New Testament (Lk 22:31). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.


cf.compare


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Lk 22:24). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�The Gospel of Luke. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow., Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Lk 22:39). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Stein, R. H. (2001, c1992). Vol. 24: Luke (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (555). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


disciple’s*Disciples.  Students of rabbis or philosophers, normally committed to memorizing and living according to their master’s teachings.


�Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary : New Testament (Lk 22:48). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.


� Darrell L.Bock, "Luke," n.p., The NIV Application Commentary Series on CD-ROM (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996).


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, The Daily Study Bible Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975) 277-278.


� Darrell L. Bock, Luke, The NIV Application Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996), 594.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1586.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1586.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1586.


� Life Application Study Bible, study notes (co-published by Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan; Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1991) 1859.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, Daily Study Bible Commentary (Philadelphia, PN: Westminster Press, 1975), notes on Luke 23:44-49.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1587.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1587.


� The NIV Study Bible, study notes  (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985)  1587.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, Daily Study Bible Commentary (Philadelphia, PN: Westminster Press, 1975), notes on Luke 23:50-56.


� Kenneth L. Barker & John R. Kohlenberger III , Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary, Vol 2: New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994) 284-285.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, The Daily Study Bible Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975) 292.


� R. Alan Culpepper, “The Gospel of Luke”, New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. IX (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1995) 482.


� Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat (New York: Seabury, 1966) 85-86.


� Life Application Study Bible, study notes  (co-published by Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan; Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1991) 1862.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, The Daily Study Bible Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975) 295.


� Quest Study Bible, study notes (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 1994) 1464.


� Quest Study Bible, study notes (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 1994) 1464.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, The Daily Study Bible Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975) 296.


� Quest Study Bible, study notes (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 1994) 1464.


� William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke, The Daily Study Bible Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975) 298.


� David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998) 65.


� David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998) 69.


� David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998) 70.


� David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998) 33.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 1:24). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 1:24). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 1:24). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 1:24). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:1). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:1). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Melick, R. R. (2001, c1991). Vol. 32: Philippians, Colissians, Philemon (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (262). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.








�Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary : New Testament (Col 2:16). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.


� The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:1). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary : New Testament (Col 2:20). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.











�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:5). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Melick, R. R. (2001, c1991). Vol. 32: Philippians, Colissians, Philemon (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (282). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:5). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:14). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


cf.compare


lit.literally


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Col 3:12). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 3:18). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (Col 4:2). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�Melick, R. R. (2001, c1991). Vol. 32: Philippians, Colissians, Philemon (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (325). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 4:11). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. 2000, c1975 (W. Barclay, lecturer in the University of Glasgow, Ed.). The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. (Col 4:16). Philadelphia: The Westminster Press.


�Bergen, R. D. (2001, c1996). Vol. 7: 1, 2 Samuel (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�Bergen, R. D. (2001, c1996). Vol. 7: 1, 2 Samuel (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (150). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�Payne, D. F. (2001, c1982). I & II Samuel. The Daily study Bible series (1 Sa 15:1). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press.


�Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition (4th ed.) (1 Sa 15:1). Leicester, England;  Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.


�Bergen, R. D. (2001, c1996). Vol. 7: 1, 2 Samuel (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (170). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�Payne, D. F. (2001, c1982). I & II Samuel. The Daily study Bible series (1 Sa 15:17). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press.


�House, P. R. (2001, c1995). Vol. 8: 1, 2 Kings (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (271). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�House, P. R. (2001, c1995). Vol. 8: 1, 2 Kings (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (272). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�House, P. R. (2001, c1995). Vol. 8: 1, 2 Kings (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (273). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�House, P. R. (2001, c1995). Vol. 8: 1, 2 Kings (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (273). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.





1

