Matthew 1 – Commentary

v.1 “The opening verse of the Gospel introduces two ancestors who become pivotal characters in the genealogy: Jesus is the son of Abraham (the ideal Jew) and the son of David (the Messiah).”

vv.1-16  “The Hebrews kept extensive records of a family’s ancestry (cf. 1 Ch 1-9).  These were used for practical and legal purposes: to establish a person’s heritage, inheritance, legitimacy and rights”

“The genealogy also introduces a major theme in this book: since [Jesus] was considered a descendant of both David and Abraham, Jesus became the fulfillment of prophecies and of covenants God had made with them.”

“By evoking great heroes of the past like David and Josiah, Matthew points his readers to the ultimate hero to whom all those other stories pointed. For Matthew and his circle of Jewish Christians, Jesus was not an afterthought to Judaism, a distinct and unexpected addition to God’s plan in the Old Testament. Jesus was the goal to which Israel’s lovingly remembered history pointed.”

“By far the most amazing thing about this pedigree is the names of the women who appear in it.

“It is not normal to find the names of women in Jewish pedigrees at all. The woman had no legal rights; she was regarded, not as a person, but as a thing. She was merely the possession of her father or of her husband, and in his disposal to do with as he liked. In the regular form of morning prayer the Jew thanked God that he had not made him a Gentile, a slave, or a woman. The very existence of these names in any pedigree at all is a most surprising and extraordinary phenomenon.

“But when we look at who these woman were, and at what they did, the matter becomes even more amazing. Rachab, or as the Old Testament calls her, Rahab, was a harlot of Jericho (﻿Joshua 2:1–7﻿). Ruth was not even a Jewess; she was a Moabitess (﻿Ruth 1:4﻿), and does not the law itself lay it down, ‘No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none belonging to them shall enter the assembly of the Lord for ever﻿’ (﻿Deuteronomy 23:3﻿)? Ruth belonged to an alien and a hated people. Tamar was a deliberate seducer and an adulteress (﻿Genesis 38﻿). Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon, was the woman whom David seduced from Uriah, her husband, with an unforgivable cruelty (﻿2 Samuel 11﻿ and ﻿12﻿). If Matthew had ransacked the pages of the Old Testament for improbable candidates he could not have discovered four more incredible ancestors for Jesus Christ. But, surely, there is something very lovely in this. Here, at the very beginning, Matthew shows us in symbol the essence of the gospel of God in Jesus Christ, for here he shows us the barriers going down.”
 

 v.19 “Unlike today, first-century engagements were binding premarital contracts leading to marriage. […] To break off such an engagement, a divorce was required.”

 “divorce her quietly. [Joseph] would sign the necessary legal papers but not have her judged publicly and stoned (see Dt. 22:23-24).”
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