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Daily Devotion Guidelines

Why is daily devotion vital to spiritual growth?

As consumption of physical nourishment is essential for physical survival, we need spiritual nourishment for spiritual vitality.  We are exhorted to crave pure spiritual milk like newborn babies so that by it we may grow up in our salvation (1 Peter 2:2).  In sum, unless we learn to feed ourselves with God’s Word, we cannot grow up spiritually.  
When is the best time to do daily devotion?

· Find a time that you will have least amount of interruption--morning is usually the best time to start your day with God.  

· Prioritize 30 minutes to an hour of your day as a time to be alone with God’s Word. 

· The key is to keep this time with God on a daily basis.  

· Having a small group of people with whom you commit to do daily devotion together is an effective way to develop consistent devotion time.

What do I need?

· Bible (translation of your choice)

· Journal

How do I go about doing daily devotion?  

1. JOURNAL:
What is journaling?

Journaling is the art of reflecting on one’s inner life based on a particular incident, a feeling, a recurring issue, or a prompting and connecting this to one’s relationship with God.  

How does journaling help your spiritual life?  

The process of spiritual growth engages all the faculties of your soul (your 5 physical senses, emotions, mind, will, and spirit).   We need to pause daily to reflect on how we have responded to a certain situation, how we interacted with others, or how we feel inside and identify the reasons behind the feeling.  Then we need to process these incidents in light of God’s Word.  The key is to connect our daily life with its joys, surprises, disappointments, incidents, regrets, and sins with God’s promises and the reality of our personal relationship with God.  

How do I journal?

Spend about 10 minutes per day starting with the word “YESTERDAY.”  Follow this with a paragraph or two about what happened yesterday or how you felt.

(1)Journal based on feelings and processing the feeling in light of the Gospel.  Yesterday, I felt _________ (sad, angry, guilty, anxious, disappointed, frustrated, irritated, etc).  Explore the reasons behind the feeling and write about what would be the appropriate way to process that feeling in light of God’s Word.  Write also about how God maybe using what you are going through to draw you closer to Him.
(2)Journal based on a recent issue.  Reflect on a significant interaction or event this past week that you don’t feel settled about:

· What did you learn about yourself?

· What were you corrected about? What did you discover about yourself through this correction?

· Why did you do what you did?  Reflect on how else could you have responded to that situation?

2. READ:  
· Read the assigned text several times without stopping.  

· In the second or third reading, pause on key words, phrases, or verses that speak to your heart, address an area of your life, or highlight God’s characteristic, principle, or promise. 

· Utilize the commentary provided to gain knowledge of the background of the text and explanation of words, phrases, or verses.  

3. REFLECT:
· Utilize the reflection questions provided to get deeper into the text and examine areas of your life you may not otherwise confront

4. REMEMBER: 

· Choose a verse or multiple verses from the text and commit to memory.  

· Develop a system that works best for you .  For example, you can start with one or two verses a week and write it out on a flashcard and carry it with you to memorize and review.
5. PRAYER: 
· Spend some time in prayer after each day’s devotion time
· Adoration – praise God for who He is and acknowledge His claim over your life
· Thanksgiving – thank him for specific things
· Confession – confess and repent of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing
· Supplication – commitment to do what God is asking you to do and pray for others in need
June 1 – June 7

Nehemiah 1

Nehemiah’s Prayer

 1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: 

      In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.

 3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire."

 4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: 

        "O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and obey his commands, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father's house, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

 8 "Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.'

 10 "They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man." 

       I was cupbearer to the king.

Nehemiah 2

Artaxerxes Sends Nehemiah to Jerusalem

 1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before; 2 so the king asked me, "Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart." 

      I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"

 4 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" 

       Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it."

 6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, "How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?" It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time.

 7 I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests. 9 So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king's letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me.

 10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s Walls

 11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few men. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on.

 13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King's Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.

 17 Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace." 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon me and what the king had said to me. 

       They replied, "Let us start rebuilding." So they began this good work.

 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. "What is this you are doing?" they asked. "Are you rebelling against the king?"

 20 I answered them by saying, "The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it."

June 1 – June 7

Nehemiah 1 – Commentary

v.1  ‘Nehemiah’ means ‘The Lord comforts.’ The Lord used Nehemiah to revive the spirit of the discouraged exiles and bring them hope (cf. Isa 57:14–21).
  

The citadel of Susa (v. 1) was the winter residence of the Persian kings.

vv.1-3  The general historical background can be sketched out a little further by noting that the twentieth year of Artaxerxes I was 445 b.c. This, then, is thirteen years after Ezra’s arrival.  What is clear is that the community of those who had returned from the Babylonian exile, now almost a century earlier, was at a low ebb. This may not have been a religious low. It is likely that the reforms effected by Ezra (Ezra 9–10) still held, for it is only on Nehemiah’s second visit to Jerusalem that he is obliged to take similar measures (Neh. 13:23ff.). Indeed the concern for the walls of Jerusalem, expressed here by Hanani (v. 3), is equated everywhere in the Book of Nehemiah with religious zeal, the thought being that the preservation of the community of faith necessitated a certain defence capability vis-a-vis those who wished it ill. The fact that the walls are broken down thus represents the possibility of the community’s extinction.

v.4  Nehemiah’s response to hearing the news is indicative of his awareness that God was calling him to a completely new sphere of service, for which his position and training had uniquely prepared him. This is shown in particular by his sense of identity with his people (4, 6–7) and the fact that he prayed about the situation for four months (2:1). (Clearly, the account we have here is but a summary.) Such a period of waiting is indicative both of faith in the reality of the call and of sustained commitment.
 

v.6  Even though he was a leader, Nehemiah emphasized his identification with the people and with their sins. Leaders must not consider themselves superior to others; admission of fault will not ruin effectiveness. Corporate solidarity is an important part of the Old Testament view of things, although not to the extent of minimizing individual responsibility. Each of God’s children is a part of the believing community and is identified with that community. Nehemiah identified with his people in humility as Jesus did at his baptism. Even though he did not sin, he so identified with the people who were coming to repent of their sins that he insisted on being baptized by John the Baptist.

vv.8-9  Nehemiah’s prayer was based on God’s Word. As Kidner notes, even though Nehemiah, like all of us, had to come before God empty-handed, with nothing deserving the Lord’s favor or even attention (indeed, just the opposite), he nevertheless did not come uninvited. Most of this prayer is based on Deuteronomy, many phrases of which are practically the same.12 

Nehemiah realized that God justly punished Israel, but he reminded God that this very situation had been anticipated in Deut 4:25–31 and of his promise of mercy, faithfulness, and forgiveness.  Nehemiah realized that God had fulfilled much of Deut 30:1–10; but he was convinced that God’s promise included more than the situation in which the Jerusalem community found itself at that moment. Thus, Nehemiah’s prayer shows a profound understanding and faith in what God had promised in his Word. Nehemiah challenges us to prayer based on an understanding of God’s purpose and will as found in his Word. He also reminds us that we can always begin again in our relationship with God if we return to him in humility.
 The prayer, then, is essentially an appeal to God’s mercy, based on a knowledge of his character expressed in his covenant with Israel. Though Israel has sinned, though indeed she has done so repeatedly, the Lord is always willing to restore her to a rich, living relationship with himself when she repents and recognizes that it depends—on Israel’s part—upon a loving, and therefore obedient, response to her Redeemer.

v.11  Nehemiah had prayed for days, but now he was arriving at a decisive moment. After prayer was to come action, and Nehemiah had determined that the time was ‘today.’ He asked that King Artaxerxes might be divinely moved to act on behalf of God’s people. Humanly speaking, Nehemiah had no reason to expect such favor.  According to Ezra 4:21, this same Artaxerxes had earlier issued a decree to stop work on the city of Jerusalem, perhaps on the wall itself. To make such a request clearly contrary to royal policy might even prove dangerous. But Nehemiah called him ‘this man,’ perhaps to stress that he was only a human under God’s sovereignty. Nehemiah knew the seriousness of his undertaking and put his case in God’s hands. Like many since his time, Nehemiah’s greatness came from asking great things of a great God and attempting great things in reliance on him.

v.11  As a cupbearer to the king (11), Nehemiah held a position of trust at court. He would have been expected to serve as a tactful companion, who could thus wield considerable influence by informal counsel and discussion.”
 “Nehemiah’s final comment, however (‘I was a cupbearer to the king’), may be an acknowledgment that God had already begun to move on Israel’s behalf by placing Nehemiah in such a strategic position with access to the king. This would have encouraged Nehemiah at the same time it terrified him.

Nehemiah 2 – Commentary

v.4  Quick prayers are possible and valid if one has prayed sufficiently beforehand. In this case Nehemiah’s prayer is evidence of a life lived in constant communion with God. Nehemiah had prayed for months, but he knew he was completely dependent on God’s work in the king’s heart at this moment.

v.5  A more positive display of his courage comes when he decides to respond to the king by making his request about Jerusalem, doubtless following long, anxious waiting for the right opportunity. He will have known well enough that the possible consequences were dire; (cf. again Esther’s reluctance to risk her life by making a request to Ahasuerus, Esth. 4:11.) Quite apart from the possibility of stepping out of line in terms of court etiquette, a request for the fortification of any city in the realm was potentially suspicious. And the king had already been prejudiced against Jerusalem in particular by the cunning of Rehum and his friends in Samaria, to the extent that he had, at an unspecified earlier stage in his reign, put a stop to the very business of fortification which Nehemiah now wished to resume (cf. Ezra 4:7–23—which is, at that point, a ‘flash-forward’ to the present king’s reign). No wonder, then, that Nehemiah feared greatly when he saw that the moment of decision had come (v. 2). Yet it did not weaken his resolve, and his fear becomes the measure of his courage.

v.10  Sanballat, Nehemiah’s arch-rival, is known from a document discovered in Egypt to have been the governor of Samaria and to have given his sons good ‘Yahwistic’ names. We may speculate that, following the debacle of Ezr. 4, he had been given temporary jurisdiction over Judah and that this may account for his jealousy of Nehemiah. Tobiah had close personal links inside Jerusalem; was he perhaps Sanballat’s deputy in Jerusalem during the ‘interregnum’?

vv.11-20  After arriving in Jerusalem, Nehemiah tested his vocation with caution. First, he engaged physically, but in secret, with the task which confronted him (11–16), no doubt ‘counting the cost’ of so momentous an undertaking. Secondly, with more than a hint that he believed that God had sent him, he invited the cooperation of the people in the fulfilment of his call (17–18). Their unanimous response confirmed that he was on the right path. Individual vocation generally finds such confirmation by the community of faith (Acts 13:1–2). Finally, he was not deflected by opposition, but rather responded with a positive assertion of what he had been called to do, and left the outcome to the God who had initiated the task (19–20).

v.17  The walls and gates of Jerusalem had lain in ruins since their destruction by Nebuchadnezzar some 130 years before, despite attempts to rebuild them. The leaders and people had evidently become reconciled to this sad state of affairs. It took an outsider to assess the situation and rally the people to renewed efforts. Herpah appears seventy times in the OT either as "abuse," "scorn," or, as in this case, "disgrace" (cf. 1:3; 4:4; 5:9).
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vv.17-18  Nehemiah was able to discern the proper time to present the building project, and he knew how to motivate the leaders and the people. He used four incentives: (1) He identified with the people; he spoke of ‘the trouble we are in.’ (2) He stressed the seriousness of the situation. A leader must be realistic and honestly assess the facts. People will have confidence in such a leader. (3) Nehemiah was committed to taking definite action. (4) He used his personal testimony of God’s grace to assure them of God’s favor on the project (v. 18). A Christian leader must encourage trust in God by leading in faith as well as in action.

June 1 – June 7

Nehemiah 1,2 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Nehemiah 1:1-4

“In 586 B.C. Jerusalem had fallen to the Babylonians.  Besieged, attacked and burned, Jerusalem was left in ruins.  Ezra the priest had apparently rallied a small group of Jews to begin rebuilding the wall (458 B.C.), but they were stopped by the opposition of the Samaritans (Ezra 4:12-23).  When the Persian Empire succeeded the Babylonians, the exiled Jews were allowed to return home to resettle their homeland.  Nehemiah is one of the children of the exile and most likely grew up entirely in exile.  The conditions in Judea facing the returning exiles were not good.“

· What was Nehemiah’s reaction to the news he received?

· What is my typical reaction when I am confronted with facts that cause me concern, or burden my heart?

· What consequences to his life resulted from Nehemiah’s choice to ask questions about the welfare of the Jewish remnant and Jerusalem?

· To what extent do I avoid, or not want to know, the truth about needy people, troubled situations, or other potentially “messy” situations?  Or, are there some ways in which I try to limit the range of my concerns so that I can preserve a sense of personal tranquility?

TUESDAY

Nehemiah 1:5-11

· What are some notable elements of Nehemiah’s prayer?  Write a personal prayer to God using Nehemiah’s as a model.

· Nehemiah refers to God as the great and awesome God.  How can Nehemiah view God this way given what has happened to Jerusalem?  Are there some ways in which my view of God shifts with the ups and downs of my personal life, or when some effort at serving God does not go well?

· By the end of the prayer, Nehemiah asks God for “success today by granting [him] favor in the presence of this man”—referring to the Emperor he was serving as cupbearer.  Later, Nehemiah says that he received his vision to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem from God (2:12).  Reflect on the fact that Nehemiah started out in the beginning of this chapter, a comfortable, high ranking official in the capital of the Persian kingdom, and ends up praying for the success of a specific plan in which he will be totally engaged.  How did this happen?  

· What answer does this chapter give to the question: “How can I have spiritual vision for my life?”  What can I do to cultivate a spiritual vision for myself?

WEDNESDAY

Nehemiah 2:1-9

· It was 4 months from the time Nehemiah first heard about the condition of Jerusalem to the month when he finally receives an opportunity to present his request to the king.  Reflect on the fact that Nehemiah had been praying “day and night” for 4 months.

· Reflect on the words “I had not been sad in his presence before” and what this reveals about Nehemiah.  Given the fact that Nehemiah’s out-of-character countenance triggers this crucial conversation, what conclusion can be drawn about the role of a blameless character in being used by God? 

· Notice words describing Nehemiah’s reaction to the king: “I was very much afraid, but said to the king”; and “Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king.”  What can I learn from this regarding fear, courage, vision, prayer, and dependence on God?

THURSDAY

Nehemiah 2:1-9
· What does the extensive set of specific requests Nehemiah lays out before the king reveal about Nehemiah?  

· Nehemiah was BOTH a man of prayer and a man of practical action.  Why is it that these two traits are often thought to be at odds with each other?  

· To what extent do I believe in this kind of false dichotomy between prayer and action, dependence on God and human planning, or divine guidance and human strategy?  Are there some ways in which I hide behind one or the other of these two aspects because I feel more comfortable within that sphere?

· How can I grow to become more like Nehemiah?

FRIDAY

Nehemiah 2:11-17

· Picture Nehemiah setting out at night to personally examine the entire wall, or the rubble that used to be the wall, up close.  What does this reveal about Nehemiah, and what can I learn from this?

· Reflect on the fact that what Nehemiah describes before the people in vs. 17—that “Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned”—was a very familiar reality to all of them (it had been this way for about 140 years).  What are some troubling realities I have become accustomed to, but which I need to start redefining as unacceptable?

· Think about the beautiful response of the people, “Let us start rebuilding,” and the words “So they began this good work.”  What does this passage show about the nature of “good work”?  

· What good work has God given me to do, and what has been my response to it?

SATURDAY

Nehemiah 2:19-20

· What can I learn from Nehemiah’s response to Sanballat and Tobiah?

· Who or what are the Sanballats and Tobiahs in my life?  How can I respond to them out of faith rather than fear?


 June 8 – June 14

John 5

The Healing at the Pool

 1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"

 7"Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me."

 8Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. 

       The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat."

 11But he replied, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.' "

 12So they asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?"

 13The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.

 14Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you." 15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.

Life Through the Son 16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 17Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 18For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

 19Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

 24"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.

 28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

Testimonies About Jesus

 31"If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. 32There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid.

 33"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.

 36"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. 37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

 41"I do not accept praise from men, 42but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?

 45"But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
 June 8 – June 14

John 5 – Commentary

v.2  There have been excavations of a double pool in the north-east quarter of the city which is thought to be the pool described here as being near the Sheep Gate. There are variations of the name, but Bethesda is the best attested. The most important detail is the number of the five colonnades, whose existence archaeology has confirmed.

v.3  The pool was deep enough to swim in. The passage we have put in brackets is not in any of the greatest and best manuscripts and was probably added later as an explanation of what people were doing at the pool. Beneath the pool was a subterranean stream which every now and again bubbled up and disturbed the waters. The belief was that the disturbance was caused by an angel, and that the first person to get into the pool after the troubling of the water would be healed from any illness from which he was suffering.

v.9  The problem for the Jews at first was not the healing, but the fact that it had happened on the Sabbath. The carrying of the mat was considered an act of work. According to the Mishnah, a couch could be carried only if it had a man on it. At this point it was the man who was held to be at fault, but in vs 16–18 it was Jesus.

v.14  Do the words of Jesus (14) suggest that the man’s illness was the result of a specific sin? Even if the answer is ‘Yes’, this would not imply that all physical illness has a specific moral cause. However, it may be that Jesus was warning about a moral lameness which would be worse than the physical lameness from which the man had just been delivered.

vv.24-29  Eternal life is here defined as a transfer from death to life. The idea of life here is in a different sphere from that in which death operates. It is just possible that v 25 may include those raised physically from death to life in the ministry of Jesus, but the words and has now come seem to be against that interpretation. It is worth noting that when speaking of resurrection (25), Jesus used the title Son of God, but when speaking of judgment (27) he spoke as the Son of Man. The second title, unlike the first, has no article in the Greek and must be interpreted generally of his character as true man. Judgment will be delivered by one who really knows humankind. The time mentioned in v 28 is different from that mentioned in v 25, for here the final resurrection is in mind. The contrast between the rising of the good and the rising of the evil means that although believers have been judged already they can look forward to the completeness of physical resurrection; whereas those who have done evil (and presumably are unbelievers) have nothing but condemnation to look forward to. In v 30 Jesus affirmed the justice of his judgment on the grounds that it was in harmony with the one who sent him. Although judgment is given to the Son, it is wholly in line with the Father’s will.

v.31  Jesus had no need to witness to himself since his will was identical with that of the Father (31–32). In his case self-witness would be false witness because it would imply that he needed to distinguish between himself and the Father.

vv.35-36  John the Baptist’s witness was valuable but inadequate (33–35). John’s witness certainly led some to Christ, but it was unthinkable that Jesus should need to rely on that witness. John’s own witness is compared to a lamp, but he himself was not the light, although he pointed to the light. The purpose of all witness is said to be that people might be saved, which is possible only through faith in Jesus (24). Jesus next appeals to the testimony of his works (the word is plural). These are of a special nature because the Father had commissioned them. It is for this reason that the witness of Jesus’ works is greater than the witness of John’s words. 

vv.44-47  The scribes and Pharisees desired the praise of men. They dressed in such a way that everyone would recognize them. They prayed in such a way that everyone would see. They loved the front seats in the Synagogue. They loved the deferential greetings of men on the street. And just because of that they could not hear the voice of God. Why? So long as a man measures himself against his fellow men he will be well content. But the point is not: ‘Am I as good as my neighbour?’ The point is: ‘Am I as good as God?’ ‘What do I look like to him?’ So long as we judge ourselves by human comparisons there is plenty of room for self-satisfaction, and that kills faith, for faith is born of the sense of need. But when we compare ourselves with Jesus Christ, we are humbled to the dust, and then faith is born, for there is nothing left to do but trust to the mercy of God.

June 8 – June 14

John 5 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

John 5:1-7

· What would the relationships among the “great number of disabled people” surrounding the pool have been like since the people believed that healing was granted to the “first one into the pool”?   How is Bethesda an apt picture of the world?

· What are the “pools” that people believe will heal them and make them happy if they are the “first one in”?  How has my desire to be the “first one in” turned people around me into enemies and competitors? 

· Think about the fact that it was probably the healthiest people who could out-compete others to be the first one to jump into the pool whenever it seemed to have stirred, while the truly needy were helplessly watching.   What hopes and bitterness would have been reinforced in the paralytic’s mind every time he saw another person go ahead of him?   How has this picture played out in my own life?

TUESDAY

John 5:5-8

“Cure has its implications, particularly when the need is so long-standing that a whole way of life has been built up around it.  Jesus’ question needs to be faced by all who would be delivered.”

· Why does Jesus ask this most obvious question “Do you want to get well?” to this man who “had been an invalid for thirty-eight years”?   What does the paralytic have to lose if he were to be made whole?  

· Are there things in my life I am reluctant to be “healed” of because I also receive benefit from them?  

· What two groups of people does the invalid blame for his condition?  What groups of people do I blame (or have I blamed) for issues in my life?

· What is my response to Jesus’ question of “Do you want to get well”?  

John 5:9-15

· What can I conclude about this man who “had no idea who it was” that healed him?  What does this show about physical healing and spiritual understanding?  How can I avoid this kind of cluelessness toward God and toward people who are God’s instruments in my life?

· How does the story of this healing show that man’s greatest problem indeed is SIN, echoed by Jesus’ statement “stop sinning or something worse may happen to you”?  What are the lesser problems that people want to be healed from so that they forget their greatest problem?

WEDNESDAY

John 5:17

· How does the fact that God is “always at his work to this very day” encourage me to serve God?  How does it encourage me in my personal struggles today?  

John 5:16-18

· The Jews wanted to kill Jesus when he claimed equal status to God.  Similarly, in what ways do people have this kind of response to Jesus’ claim or the claims of Christianity without finding out whether or not its claims are true?  

· What would have been the implications for the Jews if they acknowledged that Jesus was who he claimed to be?   

John 5:19-23

· Reflect on what Jesus claims about himself in these verses.  What implications do these claims have on my response to Jesus? 

THURSDAY

John 5:24-26

· What is the default human condition presumed by these verses?  What are the drastic changes that would characterize someone who has indeed “crossed over from death to life”?  

John 5:27-29

· Why does Jesus say “Do not be amazed at this” as he tells them about the Day of Judgment?  On that day, what is going to be the only relevant issue?

John 5:30

· Reflect on this clear statement of Jesus about his life: “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.”  To what extent have I accepted this as a fundamental confession of every Christian, and made it my personal commitment?  To what extent can it be said of me that “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me?”

FRIDAY

John 5:33-35   

· What was the reason that Jesus “mentioned” John’s testimony?  What does this reveal about Jesus’ heart towards those that persecuted and even wanted to kill him (cf. 5:16-18)?

John 5:39-40

· How was it possible for them to “diligently study the Scripture” but “refuse to come to” Jesus to have life?  In what ways do some modern church-going people engage in religious life without ever having a personal relationship with Jesus?   What warning does this provide for me?

SATURDAY

John 5:41-44   

· What is the relationship between not having “the love of God in your hearts” and accepting “praise from one another”?

· Why would people be only interested in the “praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God”?

· Are there ways that I am more focused on human praise rather than on pleasing God?  How can I guard my heart against this?

June 15 – June 21

John 9

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

 3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

 6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7"Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

 8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some claimed that he was. 

       Others said, "No, he only looks like him." 

       But he himself insisted, "I am the man."

 10"How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.

 11He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see."

 12"Where is this man?" they asked him. 

       "I don't know," he said.

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see."

 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." 

       But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided.

 17Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 

       The man replied, "He is a prophet."

 18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19"Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?"

 20"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."

 24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner."

 25He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!"

 26Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"

 27He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?"

 28Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from."

 30The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 32Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."

 34To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out.

Spiritual Blindness

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"

 36"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."

 37Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."

 38Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.

 39Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind."

 40Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?"

 41Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
June 15 - June 21

John 9 – Commentary

v.2  Jewish teachers believed that suffering, including blindness, was often due to sin; one could suffer for one’s parents’ sins or even for a sin committed by mother or fetus during the pregnancy.

v.3  But Jesus refused to answer the question, who sinned? and chose rather to focus attention on God’s glory. That suffering could be used for God’s glory was a concept difficult to believe, although it is inherent in the Christian approach to the problem. It can show the illuminating power of Christ, not only in the physical but also in the spiritual sphere.

v.4  Jesus goes on to say that he and all his followers must do God’s work while there is time to do it. God gave men the day for work and the night for rest; the day comes to an end and the time for work is also ended. For Jesus it was true that he had to press on with God’s work in the day for the night of the Cross lay close ahead. But it is true for every man. We are given only so much time. Whatever we are to do must be done within it. […] We should never put things off until another time, for another time may never come. The Christian’s duty is to fill the time he has—and no man knows how much that will be—with the service of God and of his fellow-men. There is no more poignant sorrow than the tragic discovery that it is too late to do something which we might have done.

v.5  But there is another opportunity we may miss. Jesus said: ‘So long as I am in the world I am the light of the world.’ When Jesus said that, he did not mean that the time of his life and work were limited but that our opportunity of laying hold on him is limited. There comes to every man a chance to accept Christ as his Saviour, his Master and his Lord; and if that opportunity is not seized it may well never come back. E. D. Starbuck in The Psychology of Religion has some interesting and warning statistics about the age at which conversion normally occurs. It can occur as early as seven or eight; it increases gradually to the age of ten or eleven; it increases rapidly to the age of sixteen; it declines steeply up to the age of twenty; and after thirty it is very rare. God is always saying to us: ‘Now is the time.’ It is not that the power of Jesus grows less, or that his light grows dim; it is that if we put off the great decision we become ever less able to take it as the years go on. Work must be done, decisions must be taken, while it is day, before the night comes down.

v.14  By making clay he had been guilty of working on the Sabbath when even the simplest acts constituted work. It was forbidden to heal on the Sabbath. Medical attention could be given only if life was in actual danger. Even then it must be only such as to keep the patient from getting worse, not to make him any better.

v.21  The blind man could have remained under his parents’ roof at night and earned his keep by begging in the day, although this is not clear. But the reason the Jewish leaders ask his parents about his blindness is that they would know if he was born blind. Both Greek and Jewish courts of law could compel persons to witness against their will. After age thirteen a Jewish boy became responsible for his own keeping of the commandments.
 

v.25  There was the blind man himself. He began by being irritated at the persistence of the Pharisees. ‘Say what you like,’ he said, ‘about this man; I don’t know anything about him except that he made me able to see.’ It is the simple fact of Christian experience that many a man may not be able to put into theologically correct language what he believes Jesus to be, but in spite of that he can witness to what Jesus has done for his soul. Even when a man cannot understand with his intellect, he can still feel with his heart. It is better to love Jesus than to love theories about him.

vv.39-41  The antitheses—non-seeing and seeing, seeing and becoming blind—are one of the characteristic features of John’s gospel. The notion of sight is used in different ways. The blind man had received both physical and spiritual sight. The Pharisees possessed natural sight and thought they possessed spiritual sight, but their reaction to Jesus showed they were really blind. It was in this sense that his coming had brought judgment. John notes the total lack of understanding among the Pharisees (40–41). The question Are we also blind? underlined their incredulity. Jesus’ reply, If you were blind, can be understood in two ways. It could mean, ‘If you were really conscious of your blindness’, i.e. in a spiritual sense, for if they were, they would desire illumination which they clearly did not. In this sense the following words, you would not be guilty of sin, would mean they would then have been open to the redemptive mission of Jesus.

June 15 - June 21

John 9 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

John 9:1-3

· To what extent is the view of God, sin, and life’s circumstances represented by the disciples’ question typical of how I react, either to others’ or my own misfortunes?  
· What kind of relationship with God would such a view foster?  
· How does Jesus’ response clear up this issue?
· How have some pains of the past been a necessary step for me to experience God’s work in my life?  How can I respond “so that the work of God might be displayed” through my difficulties or misfortunes?  
John 9:4-5

· What is included in the “work of him who sent me”?  

· Who is included in the “we” who Jesus says “must do the work of him who sent me”?  In what ways, to whom, or to where can I bring healing and Jesus’ light?

· What does Jesus say about this present time and the future?  

· What “days” or windows of opportunity are available to me now that will end in the foreseeable future and how can I take advantage of this opportunity to do “the work of him who sent [Jesus]?”

TUESDAY

“The Pool of Siloam was located at the southern end of the city, probably a considerable distance from the place where the blind man was. The walk would call for some exertion…The trip the man made must have been a venture of faith. Jesus had not even told him that he would be healed but had merely commanded him to wash.”

John 9:6-7

· Jesus is notably silent about what would happen after the man washed in the pool. What is the blind man's response to Jesus' command to "Go, wash"? 

· How might the man have felt on his journey to the pool? 

· What can I learn about obedience and blessing from this?

John 9:8-17

· What is surprising as well as not so surprising about the reaction of his neighbors (vv. 8-12) and the Pharisees to the man’s healing?

· What was the Pharisees’ main interest in asking the man how he had received his sight? 

· One recurring source of controversy between Jesus and the Pharisees was healing on the Sabbath, which the Pharisees interpreted as a violation of the fourth commandment.  What is the basis upon which they conclude Jesus is not from God?  How could they have avoided their wrong reasoning?  What can I learn from this?

WEDNESDAY

John 9:13-23

· How likely is it that the Jews actually were not convinced that the man had been blind, and what is behind the fact that they “still did not believe” it?  

· Have I ever found evidence of God’s work in somebody’s life threatening, and found myself subtly trying to undermine it, or being too eager to embrace a skeptical or cynical perspective about it?  What was the reason behind it?

· In what ways is this scene of interrogating of the parents reflective of those in our world today who have “already … decided” that “anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ” would be “put out” of the circle, and what examples of such circles are there?

· In what ways is the non-committal response of the parents, which was motivated by their fear of losing social status, similar to my response under pressure?  How has this muted my witness as a Christian?

THURSDAY

John 9:24-34

· Why were the Pharisees so reluctant to actually respond with awe and praise at the man’s healing, though they gave lip service to giving God glory?

· What does this reveal about a fundamental feature of human response to God’s activity—which almost always involves specific people, and is often particular, historical, and local?

· How does this apply to me?

· Have I ever encountered those who seem to be interested in giving God glory, but criticize or doubt any specific manifestation of God’s activity through actual people?

· How can the call to “give glory to God” sometimes be used to actually refuse to acknowledge the particular ways and instrumentalities through which God’s blessing or work occurred?

FRIDAY

John 9:34-41

The expression “they had thrown him out” refers to excommunication from the synagogue, isolating him from his family and friends and debarring him from employment. 

· What can I learn about Jesus from the fact he finds the man after he hears that “they had thrown him out”?  

· What was the man’s response upon learning that he was standing before Jesus, the Son of Man?

· How does the blind man progressively refer to Jesus (cf. v. 11, v. 17, v. 33, v. 38)?  What role did the “grilling” he received, and his vigorous defense of Jesus before the Pharisees play in strengthening his faith? What does this reveal about the role of personal evangelism in strengthening my faith?

· In my spiritual journey, how have I experienced this kind of progression in my understanding of who God is?  

SATURDAY

John 9:34-41

· How does the man manage to remain unshaken by the intimidation and interrogation of the religious leaders?

· Do I have this kind of clarity of personal testimony?

· Think about the progression of the Pharisees’ reaction from initial investigation to “hurling insults” at the man, and from saying “we know this man is a sinner” (v. 24) to “we don’t know where he comes from.”  How does this contrast with the progression of the blind man’s view of Jesus?  (vv. 25, 31-33).  

· What does this reveal about the operation of pride vs. humbly reflecting on what God has done?
· In what way is a clear testimony of transformation threatening or irritating to those who want a world devoid of the evidence of God’s activity?

· What does this show about the power of personal witness?  
· Reflect on the Pharisee’s claim to see.  What did they see and what were they blind to?

June 22 - June 28

John 12

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

 1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.

 7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. " It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me."

 9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.

The Triumphal Entry

 12The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 

   "Hosanna!" 

   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

   "Blessed is the King of Israel!" 14Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 

 15"Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; 

      see, your king is coming, 

      seated on a donkey's colt."

 16At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.

 17Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!"

Jesus Predicts His Death

 20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

 23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

 27"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!"

   Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.

 30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

 34The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?"

 35Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 36Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light." When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.

The Jews Continue in Their Unbelief

 37Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. 38This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: 

   "Lord, who has believed our message 

      and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"

 39For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 

  40"He has blinded their eyes 

       and deadened their hearts, 

    so they can neither see with their eyes, 

       nor understand with their hearts, 

       nor turn—and I would heal them." 41Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him.

 42Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.

 44Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. 46I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.

 47"As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 48There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. 49For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."
June 22 - June 28

John 12 – Commentary

v.4  We see Jesus’ trust in Judas. As far back as John 6:70, 71, John shows us Jesus well aware that there was a traitor within the ranks. It may well be that he tried to touch Judas’s heart by making him the treasurer of the apostolic company. It may well be that he tried to appeal to his sense of honour. It may well be that he was saying in effect to him: ‘Judas, here’s something that you can do for me. Here is proof that I need you and want you.’ That appeal failed with Judas, but the fact remains that often the best way to reclaim someone who is on the wrong path is to treat him not with suspicion but with trust; not as if we expected the worst, but as if we expected the best.

v.4  We see one of the laws of temptation. Jesus would not have put Judas in charge of the money-box unless he had some capabilities in that direction. Westcott in his commentary said: ‘Temptation commonly comes through that for which we are naturally fitted.’ If a man is fitted to handle money, his temptation may be to regard money as the most important thing in the world. If a man is fitted to occupy a place of prominence, his temptation may be to think first and foremost of reputation. If a man has a particular gift, his temptation may be to become conceited about that gift. Judas had a gift for handling money and became so fond of it that he became first a thief and then a traitor for its sake.

v.5  We see how a man’s view can be warped. Judas had just seen an action of surpassing loveliness; and he called it extravagant waste. He was an embittered man and he took an embittered view of things. A man’s sight depends on what is inside him. He sees only what he is fit and able to see. If we like a person, he can do little wrong. If we dislike him, we may misinterpret his finest action. A warped mind brings a warped view of things; and, if we find ourselves becoming very critical of others and imputing unworthy motives to them, we should, for a moment, stop examining them and start examining ourselves.

v.7  We see love’s extravagance. Mary took the most precious thing she possessed and spent it all on Jesus. Love is not love if it nicely calculates the cost. It gives its all and its only regret is that it has not still more to give. […] Real love cannot think of any other way to give.   We see love’s humility. It was a sign of honour to anoint a person’s head. ‘Thou anointest my head with oil,’ says the psalmist (Psalm 23:5). But Mary would not look so high as the head of Jesus; she anointed his feet. The last thing Mary thought of was to confer an honour upon Jesus; she never dreamed she was good enough for that.

v.10  Unlike the Pharisees, the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead; and, here they were confronted with Lazarus who had been raised from the grave. Unless they could do something about it, the foundations of their power, their influence and their teaching, were slipping from beneath their feet.  So they proposed to destroy the evidence by doing away with Lazarus.  When a man has to support a position by destroying the evidence which threatens it, it means that he is using dishonest methods to support a lie—and knows it.  The Sadducees were prepared to suppress the truth to further their own self-interest. For many people self-interest is the most powerful motive in life. Many discoveries which might produce cheaper goods never see the light of day because the patents are bought up and rendered inoperative by those whose products they threaten. Self-interest dictates policy and action.  In order to maintain their own place and their own influence the priests and the Sadducees were prepared to destroy the evidence for the truth. A man has come to a sorry pass when he is afraid of the truth and sets his personal prestige and profit before it.

vv.12-14  At this period Passover crowds could be immense. The desire of the crowd to greet Jesus was again in marked contrast to the official line. The use of palm branches originated at the Feast of Tabernacles, but it had become associated with other feasts by this time (13). The waving of them was a sign of honour for a victorious person. The chant of Hosanna comes from Ps. 118:25–26 which was one of the psalms chanted at the ascent towards Jerusalem. The title King of Israel shows clearly the Messianic significance of the chant. In vs 14–15 John cites Zc. 9:9 in support of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a young donkey rather than on a war horse.

v.23  To the Jews the Son of Man stood for the undefeatable world conqueror sent by God. So Jesus says: ‘The hour has come when the Son of Man must be glorified.’ When he said that, the listeners would catch their breath. They would believe that the trumpet call of eternity had sounded, that the might of heaven was on the march, and that the campaign of victory was on the move. But Jesus did not mean by glorified what they understood. They meant that the subjected kingdoms of the earth would grovel before the conqueror’s feet; by glorified he meant crucified. When the Son of Man was mentioned they thought of the conquest of the armies of God; he meant the conquest of the Cross.

vv.24-25  He was saying that only by death comes life. The grain of wheat was ineffective and unfruitful so long as it was preserved, as it were, in safety and security. It was when it was thrown into the cold ground, and buried there as if in a tomb, that it bore fruit. It was by the death of the martyrs that the Church grew. In the famous phrase: ‘The blood of the martyrs was the seed of the Church.’  It is always because men have been prepared to die that the great things have lived. But it becomes more personal than that. It is sometimes only when a man buries his personal aims and ambitions that he begins to be of real use to God. Cosmo Lang became Archbishop of Canterbury. At one time he had had great worldly ambitions. A godly friend’s influence led him to abandon these and enter the Church of England. When he was studying for the ministry at Cuddesdon, one day as he was praying in the chapel he heard unmistakably a voice saying to him: ‘You are wanted!’ It was when he had buried his personal ambitions that he became useful to God.  By death comes life. By the loyalty which was true to death there have been preserved and born the most precious things which humanity possesses. By the death of personal desire and personal ambition a man becomes a servant of God.  He was saying that only by spending life do we retain it. The man who loves his life is moved by two aims, by selfishness and by the desire for security. Not once or twice but many times Jesus insisted that the man who hoarded his life must in the end lose it, and the man who spent his life must in the end gain it. There was a famous evangelist called Christmas Evans who was always on the move preaching for Christ.   Jesus came to the Jews with a new view of life. They looked on glory as conquest, the acquisition of power, the right to rule. He looked on it as a cross. He taught men that only by death comes life; that only by spending life do we retain it; that only by service comes greatness. And the extraordinary thing is that when we come to think of it, Christ’s paradox is nothing other than the truth of common sense.

vv.37-40  We must try to think ourselves back into Isaiah’s heart and mind. He had proclaimed the word of God and put everything he had into his message. And men had refused to listen. In the end he was forced to say: ‘For all the good I have done I might as well never have spoken. Instead of making men better my message seems to have made them worse. They might as well never have heard it, for they are simply confirmed in their lethargy and their disobedience and their unbelief. You would think that God had meant them not to believe.’ Isaiah’s words spring from a broken heart. They are the words of a man bewildered by the fact that his message seemed to make men worse instead of better. To read them with cold literalness is completely to misunderstand. But there is something else. It was a basic belief of the Jews that God is behind everything. They believed that nothing could happen outside the purpose of God. If that is so they were bound to believe that when men would not accept God’s message their unbelief was still within God’s purpose. To put that into modern terms and into our way of though—we would not say that unbelief is God’s purpose, but we would say that God in his controlling wisdom and power can use even men’s unbelief for his purposes. That is how Paul saw it. He saw God using the unbelief of the Jews for the conversion of the Gentiles.

We must understand this passage to mean, not that God predestined certain people to unbelief, but that even man’s unbelief can be used to further God’s eternal purposes. These Jews did not believe in Jesus; that was not God’s fault but theirs; but even that has somehow its place in God’s scheme. ‘Ill that he blesses is our good.’ God is so great that there is nothing in this world, not even sin, which is outside his power.

June 22 - June 28

John 12 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

John 12:1-4

“Spices and ointments were quite costly because they had to be imported. Frequently they were used as an investment because they occupied a small space, were portable, and were easily negotiable in the open market. Mary’s offering was valued at three hundred denarii (v.5) approximately a year’s wages for an ordinary workingman. Perhaps it represented her life savings…Wiping his feet with her hair was a gesture of utmost devotion and reverence. The penetrative fragrance of the ointment that filled the house told all present of her sacrificial gift.”

· What is the only thing that can explain Mary’s outpouring of this expensive perfume?

· In what ways does Mary’s pouring of her most precious possession parallel with the great outpouring of Jesus’ love demonstrated on the cross?

· What is the fundamental difference between Mary and Judas as revealed by his objection to what she did?

· With whom can I identify with more?

TUESDAY

John 12:5-8

· How was Judas’ concern for the poor just a cover-up for what was really going on in his heart?

· What can I learn about the progression of sin from Judas who “helped himself” to the communal money and “was later to betray” Jesus? 

· How might things have changed for Judas if he had been honest about what was going on in his heart at this point?

· Are there ways in which I am not owning up to some darkness in my life, choosing rather to cover up with spiritual pretense?

John 12:9-10

· How does the fact that the “chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus” show human nature’s reluctance to humble themselves before the clear work of God?

· How do the critics of Christianity today attempt to remove the evidence of the work of Christ so that they can persist in their unbelief?

WEDNESDAY

John 12:12-15

"Hosanna" is a Hebrew expression meaning literally "Save now!" It may be interpreted as a plea for immediate action on the part of the king. The blessing is the peoples' acclamation of him as the ruler of Israel (Jn 12:13).”

· What can I learn about the crowd from the fact that this same crowd who welcomed Jesus by shouting “Hosanna” later rejected him by shouting “Crucify” (cf. John 19:15)?

“There is no doubt at all that Jesus’ claim was a messianic claim…The point is that a king came riding upon a horse when he was bent on war; he came riding upon an ass when he was coming in peace.  This action of Jesus is a sign that he was not the warrior figure men dreamed of, but the Prince of Peace.  No one saw it at that time, not even the disciples, who should have known so much better.”

· Why did the crowd continue to misunderstand Jesus even though he came riding on a donkey?

· In what ways do people’s expectations of Jesus overshadow the truth of Jesus and the gospel?

· Are there ways in which I am more interested in Jesus for to provide his power for me, or solve my problems rather than understanding him through the cross?

THURSDAY

John 12:16-26

· When were the disciples able to fully understand all that was taking place?

· How is the death and resurrection of Jesus the key to understanding the person of Jesus?

· What misunderstandings about Jesus do I have that need to be corrected in light of his death and resurrection?

John 12:25-27

· What are the ways in which people “lose” their life because they “love” it too much?

· What does it mean to “hate” my life “in this world” to “keep it for eternal life?”

· Do I view my life as one that I need to cling onto or one that I need to spend?

· How does Jesus’ prayer in v. 27 demonstrate what it means to live out v. 25?

· How do I need to apply v. 27 today as Jesus calls me to “follow” him?

FRIDAY

John 12:23-36

· How was v. 24 lived out in Christian history?

· In what ways am I a recipient of others’ deaths?

· How does the death of Jesus drive out the “prince of this world” who rules with fear?  

· How does the “prince of this world” tell me “to remain only a single seed” using fear?

· In what ways do I need to “put my trust in the light” and start living as “sons of light”?

John 12:37-40 

· What was the reason the Jews could not believe in Jesus despite all the miraculous signs he had done?

· How can continuing to see the work of God and yet refusing to believe cause a person to become blind and hardened?

· How can I prevent this from happening in my life?

SATURDAY

John 12:42-43

· What was the problem of these leaders “who would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue”?

· How was their fear misplaced (cf. Matthew 10:28)?

· What fears prevent me from making my faith public?

John 12:44-46

· What is the relationship between believing in Jesus and staying in darkness?

· How have I experienced coming out of darkness into the light as a result of believing in Jesus?

June 29 - July 5

2 Timothy 1

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

 2To Timothy, my dear son: 

       Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Encouragement to Be Faithful

 3I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

 8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.

 13What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

 15You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.

 16May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. 18May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.


 June 29 - July 5

2 Timothy 1 – Commentary

v.1  When Paul speaks of his apostleship there are always certain unmistakable notes in his voice. To him it was always certain things.

(a) His apostleship was an honour. He was chosen to it by the will of God. Every Christian must regard himself as a God-chosen man.

(b) His apostleship was a responsibility. God chose him because he wanted to do something with him. He wished to make him the instrument by which the tidings of new life went out to men. No Christian is ever chosen entirely for his own sake, but for what he can do for others. A Christian is a man lost in wonder, love and praise at what God has done for him and aflame with eagerness to tell others what God can do for them.

(c) His apostleship was a privilege. It is most significant to see what Paul conceived it his duty to bring to others—the promise of God, not his threat. To him, Christianity was not the threat of damnation; it was the good news of salvation. It is worth remembering that the greatest evangelist and missionary the world has ever seen was out, not to terrify men by shaking them over the flames of hell, but to move them to astonished submission at the sight of the love of God. The dynamic of his gospel was love, not fear.  As always when he speaks to Timothy, there is a warmth of loving affection in Paul’s voice. ‘My beloved child,’ he calls him. Timothy was his child in the faith. Timothy’s parents had given him physical life; but it was Paul who gave him eternal life. Many a person who never knew physical parenthood has had the joy and privilege of being a father or a mother in the faith; and there is no joy in all the world like that of bringing one soul to Christ.

v.6  Although Paul uses a metaphor drawn from the fanning of the embers of a waning fire to encourage Timothy to develop his gift, we may not infer from this that Timothy’s faith was on the wane. Paul may have been thinking that he needed stimulating to put to the fullest use the gift received at his setting aside for the ministry. This gift was clearly connected with the Holy Spirit, as v 14 shows, and was therefore more than a natural gift. It is worth noting that even with the gift of the Spirit some human cooperation is needed if the flame is to be fanned. That Timothy was of a timid disposition seems clear from v 7, whereas the Spirit brings power, love and self-discipline. The Spirit does not turn a timid man into a powerful personality, but he provides the resources necessary for each situation.

v.7  Paul explained the reason for his directive in the previous verse. His reference to the ‘spirit’ does not refer to the Holy Spirit but to those traits of which the Spirit is the author.3 These traits represent gifts for performing special ministries.

The Holy Spirit does not produce ‘timidity’ or cowardice. A spirit of cowardice would falter under the load of responsibilities that Paul was placing on Timothy. Instead, the Holy Spirit produces power, a reference to a forcefulness of character that can use authority boldly.4 The Holy Spirit also produces a love that endures even the most cantankerous opposition and a self-discipline that can use restraint and oppose indulgence. This love is not so much a love that produces ministry as a love that conquers contempt and opposition by forgiveness and refusal to seek revenge.

vv.8-9  It is inevitable that loyalty to the gospel will bring trouble. For Timothy, it meant loyalty to a man who was regarded as a criminal, because as Paul wrote he was in prison in Rome. But here Paul sets out the gospel in all its glory, something worth suffering for. Sometimes by implication and sometimes by direct statement he brings out element after element in that glory. Few passages in the New Testament have in them and behind them such a sense of the sheer grandeur of the gospel.

(i) It is the gospel of power. Any suffering which it involves is to be born in the power of God. To the ancient world the gospel was the power to live. That very age in which Paul was writing was the great age of suicide. The highest-principled of the ancient thinkers were the Stoics; but they had their own way out when life became intolerable. They had a saying: ‘God gave men life, but God gave men the still greater gift of being able to take their own lives away.’ The gospel was, and is, power, power to conquer self, power to master circumstances, power to go on living when life is unlivable, power to be a Christian when being a Christian looks impossible.

(ii) It is the gospel of salvation. God is the God who saves us. The gospel is rescue. It is rescue from sin; it liberates a man from the things which have him in their grip; it enables him to break with the habits which are unbreakable. The gospel is a rescuing force which can make bad men good.

v.14  Paul had entrusted Timothy with the sound teaching of the gospel. He could not let heresy erode it. The ‘deposit’ Paul had left with Timothy is a reference to the truth of the gospel Timothy had received (see v. 12, where the Greek term translated ‘what I have entrusted to him’ is identical to ‘deposit’ but is defined differently). Paul’s words to Timothy suggest that the apostle was designating Timothy to carry on Paul’s work. The task of preserving the truth of the gospel is so demanding and difficult that human strength alone cannot assure it. Maintaining the purity of the gospel demands the might and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells within all believers and provides strength for them. Paul focused on that special enabling which the Spirit makes available for use in ministry.

v.15  Paul reminded Timothy of the general knowledge of his abandonment by many friends in the province of Asia.  This province made up a large part of the western segment of modern Turkey. In New Testament times its largest city was Ephesus. Those who had deserted Paul could have been those believers living in the province of Asia who had neglected Paul or Asian Christians living in Rome who had ignored him. The phrase ‘in the province of Asia’ (lit. ‘in the Asia’) suggests that these deserters lived in Asia at the time of writing. If they had been Asian Christians living in Rome, Paul would likely have described them as ‘from Asia.’ What was the nature of the desertion? Doubtless these former friends of Paul had turned against him personally, but they also seem to have rejected or ignored the gospel he preached. Perhaps a sense of general discouragement had set in after Paul’s arrest. Particularly the appeal for faithfulness in 2:11–13 was a call for faithfulness to the gospel. The falling away was more serious than a failure to support Paul in prison.

June 29 - July 5

2 Timothy 1 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY 

“‘Long’ is a strong compound verb, epipotheo (only here in the Pastorals; ‘long for, desire’). Recalling Timothy's tears, probably at the time of their last parting, Paul had an intense longing to see his son in the faith, that he might be ‘filled with joy.’ One of the fascinating aspects of Pauline studies is the very real humanity of this man of God. Paul was a stalwart soldier, but he had a tender heart.”

2 Timothy 1:1-4

· What must have been Apostle Paul’s relationship with Timothy as reflected in these verses?

· To what extent are my relationships with others in the body of Christ characterized by prayer, closeness, and joy?

TUESDAY

2 Timothy 1:5-6

· From Apostle Paul’s exhortation to “fan into flame the gift of God,”  what can be learned about the relationship between God’s gift and my responsibility to develop, nurture and grow it?

· What are some gifts given to every Christian, and are there ways in which I have passively allowed the flames of these gifts to die?

· How can I concretely “fan into flame the gift of God” in my life?
2 Timothy 1:7

· In what ways are “power, of love and self-discipline” demonstrated in Jesus?

· In what ways is there evidence of this spirit of God working in my life?

WEDNESDAY

2 Timothy 1:1, 8-12
· In what ways am I “ashamed to testify about our LORD” or ashamed to “[suffer] for the gospel”?

· How can Apostle Paul so confidently ask Timothy to “join with [him] in suffering for the gospel”?  

· How do I feel about inviting others to “join with me in suffering for the gospel?”  Who are the people I need to extend this invitation to?

THURSDAY

2 Timothy 1:8-12

· To what has God called those whom he has saved, and in what ways have I responded to this call?

· How does the fact that I have been saved “not because of anything [I] have done but because of his own purpose and grace” affect my attitude toward my life?

· Reflect on the scale of the description of Jesus and what he has done in v.10.  What might be the relationship between Apostle Paul’s high view of what Jesus has accomplished and his view of himself?

· To what extend do I share in this recognition of the breathtaking scope of the gospel, and the sense of privilege that flows from it?

FRIDAY

2 Timothy 1:10-12

· What is the reason that Apostle Paul was “not ashamed” and willing to “suffer” for the gospel?

· Can I confidently say “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day”?

· What implication does this confidence have on the kind of life I will live, especially in terms of suffering?

· Reflect on the fact that I am a “herald” for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Who are the people that I need to be a herald to?  What will it take for me to fulfill this role?

SATURDAY

2 Timothy 1:13-18

· Reflect on the word “entrusted” and what that entrustment involves on the part of both parties.

· What is the “good deposit that was entrusted to me” and what identity, duty and privilege does this give me?  What does it mean to guard this good deposit?

· What kind of person must Onesiphorus have been?

· In what ways can I refresh others who are in chains or suffering for the sake of the gospel?

July 6 - July 12

2 Timothy 2

 1You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 3Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.

 8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

 11Here is a trustworthy saying: 

    If we died with him, 

       we will also live with him; 

  12if we endure, 

       we will also reign with him. 

    If we disown him, 

       he will also disown us; 

  13if we are faithless, 

       he will remain faithful, 

       for he cannot disown himself.

A Workman Approved by God

 14Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."

 20In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 21If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.

 22Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.
July 6 - July 12

2 Timothy 2 – Commentary

vv. 3-4 Soldiers on active service do not expect a safe or easy time. They take hardship, risk and suffering as a matter of course. These things are part and parcel of a soldier’s calling. As Tertullian put in his Address to MartyrsI: ‘No soldier comes to the war surrounded by luxuries, nor goes into action from a comfortable bedroom, but from the makeshift and narrow tent, where every kind of hardness and severity and unpleasantness is to be found.’ Similarly, the Christian should not expect an easy time. If he is loyal to the gospel, he is sure to experience opposition and ridicule. He must ‘share in suffering’ with his comrades-in-arms.

v. 5-6  If the athlete must play fair, the farmer must work hard. He ‘toils’ at his job, as the verb indicates. Hard work is indeed indispensible to good farming.

v.6 In this illustration, as in the previous two (soldier, vv.3-4; athlete, v.5), the main lesson is that dedicated effort will be rewarded–not necessarily monetarily, but in enjoyment of seeing the gospel produce changed lives.

v.7 There is an important biblical balance here. If Timothy is to know and understand the truth, not least as expressed in the metaphors Paul has just employed, two processes will be necessary, the one human and the other divine. Timothy himself must ‘think over’ or ‘reflect on’ (NEB) the apostle’s teaching, listening to it carefully and applying his mind to it. For then the Lord will grant him understanding in everything.

vv.14-19 The damage caused by such false teaching is double. It is both ‘godless’ and ‘gangrenous’. That is, in the first place, it leads people away from God. What verse 16 literally says is that those who hold such teaching ‘advance into more and more ungodliness’. It is hardly an ‘advance’, however. As Patrick Fairbairn comments, it is ‘a forward movement in the wrong direction’. In the second place, it spreads its infection in the community. Three times Paul reiterates this for emphasis: It ‘does no good, but only ruins the hearers (14b)[…]

Those two tendencies of heresy are most revealing. We would be wise to ask ourselves regarding every kind of teaching both what its attitude is towards God and what effect it has upon men. There is invariably something about error which is dishonouring to God and damaging to men. The truth, on the other hand, always honours God, promoting godliness (cf. Tit 1:16), and always edifies its hearers.

vv.20-22 It is evident at once that some kind of self-purification is the indispensable condition of usefulness to Christ, but exactly what is it? […] To purify ourselves ‘from these’ is essentially to purge their falsehood from our minds and their wickedness from our hearts and lives. Purity, then—purity of doctrine and purity of life—is the essential condition of being serviceable to Christ.
 

The apostle now elaborates what he means in an outspoken appeal which is both negative and positive. Negatively, Timothy is to ‘shun youthful passion’. This is not to be understood exclusively as a reference to sexual lust, but to ‘self-assertion as well as self-indulgence’, to selfish ambition, headstrong obstinacy, arrogance and indeed all the ‘wayward impulses of youth’. Positively, Timothy is to ‘aim at’ the four essential marks of a Christian—‘righteousness, faith, love and peace—and he is to pursue these in good company, the company of those ‘who call upon the Lord from a pure heart’, that is, who share with timothy the same hunger for righteousness and who with unalloyed sincerity cry to God to satisfy their hunger.

v.22  Timothy was still a rather young man, probably in his early thirties, and so the aged apostle warns him: ‘Flee the evil desires of youth’ (neoterikas, only here in the NT). The verb ‘flee’ is in the present tense of continuous action; he must keep on fleeing youthful lusts. But he must keep on pursuing (dioke, present imperative) the positive virtues. It is not enough to run away from wrong; we must run after what is good. To do this is the only way to escape temptations to evil (cf. Rom 12:21).

vv.23-26 What is forbidden us is controversies which in themselves are ‘stupid and senseless’ and in their effect ‘breed quarrels’. They are ‘stupid’ or ‘futile’ because they are speculative. For the same reason they are ‘senseless’, literally ‘uninstructed’ or even ‘undisciplined’, because they go beyond Scripture and do not submit to the intellectual discipline which Scripture should impose upon us. They also inevitably ‘breed quarrels’ because when people forsake revelation for speculation, they have no agreed authority and no impartial court of appeal. They lapse into pure subjectivism and so into profitless argument in which one man’s opinion is as good (or bad) as another’s.

July 6 - July 12

2 Timothy 2 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

2 Timothy 2:1-2

· What does it mean to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus?”

· Who are the people that can experience strength from “the grace that is in Christ Jesus?”

· What is the picture of the church, its mission, and its method as described in v.2?

· In what ways can I become more of a “reliable” person “who will also be qualified to teach others”?

· How can I find greater assurance in God’s faithfulness as I try to be that “reliable” person?

· What would it look like for Timothy to actually carry out v.2?

TUESDAY

2 Timothy 2:3-6

· What are the qualities of a soldier, an athlete, and a hardworking farmer that I need to emulate?

· How does this match my view of Christian life?

· What are the “civilian affairs” that hinder me from being a “good soldier of Christ Jesus”?

· In what ways should a Christian be motivated by the things that motivate a soldier, an athlete, and a hardworking farmer to “endure hardship”?

· To what extent have I embraced this vision of Christian life?

WEDNESDAY

2 Timothy 2:7-8

· Why does Apostle Paul encourage Timothy to “reflect” and “remember”?  How can I cultivate the practice of reflecting and remembering?
2 Timothy 2:8-10

· What is the relationship between Apostle Paul “suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal” and “God’s word is not chained”?

· What enables Apostle Paul to endure everything?

· What evidence have I experienced that shows that God’s word is not chained?

· Are there “chains” that I am resisting—refusing to sacrifice, or be limited in my life—which, if endured, can result in the furtherance of the salvation work of the Gospel?

THURSDAY

2 Timothy 2:14-19, 23-24

· What are some warnings that I need to heed from this text to become “a workman who does not need to be ashamed?”

· What is the state of my Bible knowledge (shameful, or no need to be ashamed)?

· What would it mean for me to “do [my] best to present [myself] to God as one approved, a workman who… correctly handles the word of truth”?

· Reflect on the warnings that have to do with “quarreling about words,” “godless chatter,” “foolish and stupid arguments,” and again “quarrels”.  What can I learn from the fact that so many warnings have to do with improper speech?  What insight does v.19 give?

FRIDAY

2 Timothy 2:20-24

· What are the ignoble things that I need to cleanse myself from so that I can “be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master”?

· What are the good works that God has prepared for me to do?

· What is the relationship between “flee[ing] the evil desires of youth” and “pursu[ing] righteousness”?

· Why is it important to do so “along with those who call on the Lord”?

· How can I do this concretely?

SATURDAY

2 Timothy 2:23-26

· Why is it important for the Lord’s servant to be “kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful” and “gently instruct” those who oppose him?  
· What can I learn from this passage about how to relate to critics of Christianity and the character qualities I need to cultivate?
July 13 - July 19

2 Timothy 3

Godlessness in the Last Days

 1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.

 6They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 8Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth—men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 9But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.

Paul’s Charge to Timothy

 10You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

July 13 - July 19

2 Timothy 3 – Commentary

v.1  In ‘last days’ Paul includes the time in which he is living (cf. 1 Tim 4:1); he no doubt alludes here to the Jewish idea that came to be called the messianic woes, a period of great suffering preceding the end of the age. (The length of this period varied as widely as those Jewish texts that speculated on it; it was not fixed in Jewish tradition.)

vv.2-5  Here is one of the most terrible pictures in the New Testament of what a godless world would be like, with the terrible qualities of godlessness set out in a ghastly series. Let us look at them one by one.

It is no accident that the first of these qualities will be a life that is centred in self. The adjective used is self-loving. Love of self is the basic sin, from which all others flow. The moment a man makes his own will the centre of life, divine and human relationships are destroyed, obedience to God and charity to men both become impossible. The essence of Christianity is not the enthronement but the obliteration of self.

Men would become lovers of money. We must remember that Timothy’s work lay in Ephesus, perhaps the greatest market in the ancient world. In those days trade tended to flow down river valleys; Ephesus was at the mouth of the River Cayster, and commanded the trade of one of the richest hinterlands in all Asia Minor. At Ephesus some of the greatest roads in the world met. There was the great trade route from the Euphrates valley which came by way of Colosse and Laodicaea and poured the wealth of the east into the lap of Ephesus. There was the road from north Asia Minor and from Galatia which came in via Sardis. There was the road from the south which centred the trade of the Maeander valley in Ephesus. Ephesus was called ‘The Treasure-house of the ancient world,’ ‘The Vanity Fair of Asia Minor.’ It has been pointed out that the writer of Revelation may well have been thinking of Ephesus when he wrote that haunting passage which describes the merchandise of men: ‘The cargo of gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles of ivory, all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls’ (Revelation 18:12, 13). Ephesus was the town of a prosperous, materialistic civilization; it was the kind of town where a man could so easily lose his soul.

There is peril when men assess prosperity by material things. It is to be remembered that a man may lose his soul far more easily in prosperity than in adversity; and he is on the way to losing his soul when he assesses the value of life by the number of things which he possesses.

vv.6-7  After the list Paul comments on other features which will need noting. The methods of these false teachers are insidious as the striking expression worm their way into homes shows. Moreover their selection of gullible people as recipients is characteristic of most false teachers. Here weak-willed women are singled out who are loaded down with sins. This suggests that the women concerned were so stricken in their consciences that they would turn to anyone for help, although clearly not motivated towards the good. These women seem to have had a desire for knowledge, but were incapable of arriving at the truth. It may be supposed that they were seeking sensational experiences. The false teachers are not themselves able to pass on knowledge of the truth, since they are deficient in their own understanding of it. The picture Paul paints here is relevant in any age in which false teachers are operating.

vv.10-17  In this section Paul’s references to Timothy stand in strong contrast to the description of the false teachers in the preceding section. This is brought out by the emphatic pronoun You. Timothy is first given an historical reminder (10–12). He has had the advantage of observing Paul’s teaching and his manner of life. The fact that Paul notes that Timothy knows all about his teaching should caution us against drawing any unwarranted assumptions from the absence of some of Paul’s great themes from the Pastoral Letters, as if this could be an argument against his being the author. It is worth noting moreover that the reference to those spiritual qualities (faith, patience, love, endurance) which Paul had shown are the very qualities that he has already urged on Timothy himself (cf. 1 Tim. 6:11). As to his sufferings, Paul cites the incidents on his first missionary journey, presumably because it was at that time that he first made Timothy’s acquaintance. Timothy would vividly remember what Paul had had to endure and it is not impossible that the experience had been a powerful factor in persuading Timothy to become involved in the work of the gospel. When Paul says Yet the Lord rescued me from them all, Timothy would know from personal observation how true that was.

From a reference to his own experience of persecution, Paul assures Timothy that anyone who sets out to live a godly life will be persecuted (12). In this he is doing no more than repeating the teaching of Jesus. Paul knows that impostors will continue in this age. It is of the nature of deceivers to go from bad to worse (13). Once the process has started it is difficult to stop. Those who deceive others end up deceiving themselves. This is true at all stages in the development of false teaching.

Again Paul draws a strong contrast between these imposters and Timothy, who is given encouragement to prevent him from being deceived. Basically he must continue in what he has learned and knows from personal conviction (14). Such advice is applicable to every Christian leader. Naturally the source of the imparted knowledge is important—Timothy had not only had the advantage of learning much about the Christian gospel from the apostles, but he had been taught the Scriptures since his earliest years. This emphasis on the Scriptures is important here because Paul himself based so much on the testimony of Scripture. He is not expecting that Timothy will rely simply on what he has learned from Paul, without backing it up from Scriptures. There is a reminder here that a good reliable background of instruction is indispensable for the minister of the gospel.

v.16  We must note that Paul here makes a distinction. He speaks of ‘all God-inspired scripture.’ The Gnostics had their own fanciful book; the heretics all produced their own literature to support their claims. Paul regarded these as man-made things; but the great books for a man’s soul were the God-inspired ones which tradition and the experience of men had sanctified.

July 13 - July 19

2 Timothy 3 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

2 Timothy 3:1-5

· What are the characteristics of the people in the last days and how is this an apt picture of the people today?

“The ‘form’ of appearance of godliness includes going to church, knowing Christian doctrine, using Christian clichés, and following a community’s Christian traditions.  Such practices can make a person look good, but if the inner attitudes of belief, love, and worship are lacking, the outer appearance is meaningless.”

· What can I learn from the fact that someone who has “a form of godliness” can be characterized as “lovers of themselves,” “lovers of money,” and “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God?”
· If Apostle Paul were to describe me, as he described “the people in the last days,” how would he describe me?  What (who) am I a “lover of?”
· In what ways do I maintain a “form of godliness” but in my actions “deny its power?”
TUESDAY

2 Timothy 3:6-9

“Because of their cultural background, women in the Ephesian church had had no formal religious training.  They enjoyed their new freedom to study Christian’s truths, but their eagerness to learn made them a target for false teachers.”

· How is being “loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires” related to “always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth?”  How can this lead to being “weak-willed?”  

· To what extent am I a “weak-willed” person though I am given many opportunities to learn the truth?

· Who are the people in my life or in our world who “oppose the truth – men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith concerned, are rejected?”

· Is their folly clear to everyone, including myself?

WEDNESDAY

2 Timothy 3:10-14

· What can I learn about the relationship between Paul and Timothy from this passage? 

· What would have been the effect on Timothy by knowing Paul’s life and character?

· Who are the people I can reflect on in order to remain strong in the midst of persecution, difficulties, and “evil men and imposters?”  

· Are there people in my life to whom I can say “you…know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecution, suffering?”

THURSDAY

2 Timothy 3:12-14

· Why is it that “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted?” 

· How does this match with my expectation of Christian life?
· What pattern characterizes “evil men and imposters?”

· What contrasting pattern does Apostle Paul urge upon Timothy?

· Have there been times when I have wavered, and not continued in what I have “learned and have become convinced of?”  What caused me to waver?

FRIDAY

2 Timothy 3:10-14

· What is the basis according to v.14 of why Timothy could be confident to continue in what he learned?

· Who are the people that I have received the gospel from?  What kind of relationship do I have with them? 

· What can I do to “continue in what [I] have learned and have become convinced of?”

SATURDAY

2 Timothy 3:15-17

· What are the Scriptures able to do, and what is the Scripture useful for?

· Reflect on the times and incidents in which I experienced some of the above aspects of Scripture.
· Am I allowing the word of God to “thoroughly [equip me] for every good work?” 
· What is the function of the church that emerges from this passage? 
July 20 – July 26

2 Timothy 4

 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

 6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

Personal Remarks

 9Do your best to come to me quickly, 10for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.

 14Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message.

 16At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings
 19Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus. 21Do your best to get here before winter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers.

 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

July 20 – July 26

2 Timothy 4 – Commentary

Introduction
This chapter contains some of the very last words spoken or written by the apostle Paul. They are certainly the last which have survived. He is writing within weeks, perhaps even within days, of his martyrdom. According to a fairly reliable tradition he was beheaded on the Ostian Way. For about 30 years without intermission he has labored as an apostle and an itinerant evangelist. Truly, as he himself here writes, he has fought a good fight, finished his course and kept the faith (7). Now he awaits his reward, ‘the crown of righteousness’’ which has been laid up for him in heaven (8). So these words are Paul’s legacy to the church.

v.1 Paul is not issuing his charge in his own name or on his own authority but ‘in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus’ and therefore conscious of the divine direction and approval. Perhaps the strongest of all incentives to faithfulness is the sense of a commission from God. If Timothy can only be assured that he is the servant of the most high God and an ambassador of Jesus Christ, and that Paul’s challenge to him is God’s challenge, then nothing will deflect him from his task.

v.2 “correct, rebuke and encourage” […] [This] is almost a classification of three approaches, intellectual, moral and emotional. For some people are tormented by doubts and need to be convinced by arguments. Others have fallen into sin, and need to be rebuked. Others again are haunted by fears, and need to be encouraged. God’s word does all this and more. We are to apply it relevantly.

We must never resort to the use of human pressure techniques, or attempt to contrive a ‘decision’. Our responsibility is to be faithful in preaching the word; the results of the proclamation are the responsibility of the Holy Spirit, and we can afford to wait patiently for him to work.

vv.3-4 What are these times like? One characteristic is singled out, namely that people cannot bear the truth. […] In other words, they cannot stand the truth and refuse to listen to it. Instead, they find teachers to suit the speculative fancies into which they are determined to wander […]

 […]The criterion by which they judge teachers is not (as it should be) God’s word but their own subjective taste. Worse still, they do not first listen and then decide whether what they have heard is true; they first decide what they want to hear and then select teachers who will oblige by toeing their line.

v.5 Thus Paul’s four words of command, although different in detail, convey the same general message. Those difficult days, in which it was hard to gain a hearing for the gospel, were not to discourage Timothy; nor to deter him from his ministry; nor to induce him to trim his message to suit his hearers; still less to silence him altogether; but rather to spur him on to preach all the more. It should be the same with us.  The harder the times and the deafer the people, the clearer and more persuasive our proclamation must be. As Calvin puts it, ‘the more determined men become to despise the teaching of Christ, the more zealous should godly ministers be to assert it and the more strenuous their efforts to preserve it entire, and more than that, by their diligence to ward off Satan’s attacks.

July 20 – July 26

2 Timothy 4 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

2 Timothy 4:1-5

· What five charges did Apostle Paul give to Timothy? 

· Among the three things Timothy was to do —“correct, rebuke and encourage,” what can I learn from the fact that 2 out of 3 are negative in nature?

· What is the role of a spiritual leader and what makes it difficult?

· With what attitude should these charges be carried out and why? 

· What do people end up doing when they “do not put up with sound doctrine?”

· Who are the people, or what are some of the sources, in my life that tell me “what [my] itching ears want to hear?”

· What truths in my life have I turned away from and which myths do I turn to instead? 

TUESDAY

2 Timothy 4:6-8

“Paul says that a "crown" awaits him. This is not diadema ("diadem"), the royal crown, but stephanos, the laurel wreath given to the winner of the Marathon race (cf. 1Cor 9:25). The Lord, the righteous Judge (of the contest) was ready to "award" this prize to Paul at the end of the race, his victorious life. The same reward awaits all who run the Christian race successfully to the finish and long for "his appearing" (the Second Coming).”
 

· How must I live in order to be able to say, along with Apostle Paul, that “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith?”

· What is the relationship between “[fighting] the good fight” and “long[ing] for his appearing?”

· What “good fight” have I retreated from?  What race have I stopped running?  How have I weakened in my faith?

WEDNESDAY

2 Timothy 4:10

“…Demas, his trusted associate, had deserted him. During the apostle's first Roman imprisonment, he twice mentioned Demas as one of his fellow workers (Col 4:14; Philem 24).”
 

· What is surprising and tragic about the reason why Demas deserted Apostle Paul?

· What is the relationship between “lov[ing] this world” and deserting the work of God? (cf. James 4:4)

· What are the things I still love that can potentially become the reason to desert or dilute my faith and commitment to the work of God?

THURSDAY

2 Timothy 4:11

"Mark" had had a checkered career. We first meet him in Acts 12:12. When Peter was miraculously delivered from prison, "he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark." Barnabas and Paul took him to Antioch (Acts 12:25) and then took him with them as "their helper" on the first missionary journey (13:5). But the young Mark "flunked out" and returned to Jerusalem (13:13). Because of this, Paul refused to take him along on the second journey (15:36-40). Later Mark matured and was with Paul in his first Roman imprisonment (Col 4:10). Now the aging apostle gives his young associate his highest accolade: "Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry."
 

· What can I learn about repentance, recommitment, and God’s grace through Mark, whom Paul had earlier rejected for having deserted his mission, but whose company and help Paul now requested in his last days? (cf. Acts 15:36-40)

· Reflect on how I have experienced God’s grace, forgiveness and restoration despite my past failures.

FRIDAY

2 Timothy 4:10-15

· What are the three kinds of people described in these verses?

· Which category of people do I belong to?

SATURDAY

2 Timothy 4:16-18

“Triumphantly and gratefully he cries, ‘But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength’ (enedynamosen me, "infused me with strength, empowered me, made me dynamic!"). The result was that the Gentiles in Caesar's court heard the gospel, which thereby got wider publicity in Rome.”

· What enabled Apostle Paul to not hold a grudge against “everyone [who] deserted [him]?”

· Despite his difficult circumstances – imprisonment and loneliness, to name a few – what are the things that Paul recognizes that leads him to break out into praise?

· What are the difficulties that I am facing, and what are the truths I can remember that will lead me to give thanks and glory to God in every circumstance? (cf. 1 Thess. 5:16-18)
July 27 – August 2

Proverbs 16

 1 To man belong the plans of the heart, 

        but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.

 2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, 

        but motives are weighed by the LORD.

 3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 

        and your plans will succeed.

 4 The LORD works out everything for his own ends— 

        even the wicked for a day of disaster.

 5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart. 

        Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.

 6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; 

        through the fear of the LORD a man avoids evil.

 7 When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, 

        he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.

 8 Better a little with righteousness 

        than much gain with injustice.

 9 In his heart a man plans his course, 

        but the LORD determines his steps.

 10 The lips of a king speak as an oracle, 

        and his mouth should not betray justice.

 11 Honest scales and balances are from the LORD; 

        all the weights in the bag are of his making.

 12 Kings detest wrongdoing, 

        for a throne is established through righteousness.

 13 Kings take pleasure in honest lips; 

        they value a man who speaks the truth.

 14 A king's wrath is a messenger of death, 

        but a wise man will appease it.

 15 When a king's face brightens, it means life; 

        his favor is like a rain cloud in spring.

 16 How much better to get wisdom than gold, 

        to choose understanding rather than silver!

 17 The highway of the upright avoids evil; 

        he who guards his way guards his life.

 18 Pride goes before destruction, 

        a haughty spirit before a fall.

 19 Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed 

        than to share plunder with the proud.

 20 Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, 

        and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.

 21 The wise in heart are called discerning, 

        and pleasant words promote instruction.

 22 Understanding is a fountain of life to those who have it, 

        but folly brings punishment to fools.

 23 A wise man's heart guides his mouth, 

        and his lips promote instruction.

 24 Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 

        sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.

 25 There is a way that seems right to a man, 

        but in the end it leads to death.

 26 The laborer's appetite works for him; 

        his hunger drives him on.

 27 A scoundrel plots evil, 

        and his speech is like a scorching fire.

 28 A perverse man stirs up dissension, 

        and a gossip separates close friends.

 29 A violent man entices his neighbor 

        and leads him down a path that is not good.

 30 He who winks with his eye is plotting perversity; 

        he who purses his lips is bent on evil.

 31 Gray hair is a crown of splendor; 

        it is attained by a righteous life.

 32 Better a patient man than a warrior, 

        a man who controls his temper than one who takes a city.

 33 The lot is cast into the lap, 

        but its every decision is from the LORD.
July 27 – August 2

Proverbs 16 – Commentary 

v.1  God sovereignly enables people to put their thoughts into words. The verse can be taken in one of two ways: (1) the thoughts and the speech are the same, or (2) the speech differs from what the person had intended to say. The second view fits the contrast better. This proverb then is actually giving the reader a glimpse of how God confounds even the wise. 

v.3  For our plans to succeed, we must depend on the Lord. This is an instruction proverb that includes the result for compliance. The verb "commit" is literally "roll". The figure of rolling, as in rolling one's burdens onto the Lord, is found also in Psalms 22:8 (9 MT); 37:5; and 55:22. It portrays complete dependence on God. This would be accomplished with a spirit of humility and by means of a diligent season of prayer; but the plan also must have God's approval. […]People should commit their plans to the Lord so that he may establish them. Not every plan we have is pleasing to him; but for those that are, this verse is a great comfort. 

v.4  God in his sovereignty ensures that everything in life receives its appropriate retribution. On the surface the verse strikes an immediate impression for God's sovereignty: all God's acts are part of his plan. Kidner says that ultimately there are no loose ends in God's world (Proverbs, p. 118). Since the wicked are punished in the end, this proverb adds that that is his plan for them. […] The point is that God ensures that everyone's actions and their consequences correspond--certainly the wicked for the day of calamity. In God's order there is just retribution for every act, for every act includes its answer or consequence.

v.7  A life style pleasing to God disarms social hostility. […] The life that is pleasing to God will be above reproach and find favor with others. This is part of God's plan for rewards. 

v.11  The Lord is the source of honesty and justice in all human enterprises. This proverb concerns weights and balances; the law of the Lord prescribed that they be just (see Lev 19:36; Deut 25:13; Amos 8:5; Mic 6:11). Shrewd people kept light and heavy weights to make dishonest transactions--as a modern individual might keep two sets of books. But the verse, using synonymous parallelism to stress the point, affirms that righteous and just measures are from the Lord.  

v.18  Pride leads inevitably to a downfall. In fact, pride is the first step down.

v.19  Better to be oppressed than to oppress. […] The "lowly" and the "proud" are here ethical and religious descriptions for the proud rebel against God, who is overbearing and oppressive, and for the humble, who submits to God and is unassuming and inoffensive.  One should cultivate a humble spirit regardless of economic status; but one should never share the loot of those antagonistic to God.

v.20  Faithfulness to the Lord brings his blessing. This simple proverb uses synonymous parallelism to make the basic point about the reward for the righteous. The person who trusts in the Lord and "gives heed to instruction"  "will be blessed by him"; he will find earthly prosperity and heavenly bliss from living a life that is right with God.

v.23  Those who are wise ensure that they say wise things

v.30  Often people who are planning wicked things betray themselves with malicious expressions. Two expressions are depicted here: winking the eye and pursing the lips. Facial expressions often reveal whether someone is plotting something evil (see 6:13-14). Mannerisms and character are closely linked. 

v.32  Patience is preferable to physical power. […] "Controls his spirit" means that he has his emotions under control. This saying would have significant meaning in the times when military prowess was held in high regard.

July 27 – August 2

Proverbs 16 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Proverbs 16:2-5, 9

· How might someone be blind to his/her own motives?

· How do vv. 4-5 temper the implication in v.3 that all your plans will succeed if you “commit to the Lord whatever you do?”

· In what ways am I making my own plans without considering God’s standards or God’s view of my motives?

TUESDAY

Proverbs 16:6-7
· Reflect on the love and faithfulness of God that atoned for my sin.  

· How do these verses show that fear of the Lord is for my good?

· In what ways can I avoid evil and experience peace with my enemies through fearing the Lord?

Proverbs 16:8

· Have I embraced this verse as a conviction in my life?

· What would such a life look like?

WEDNESDAY

Proverbs 16:11-13
· What is the effect of dishonesty on a kingdom, or community that should be established in righteousness?

· Evaluate my level of honesty in action and speech.

Proverbs 16:16-17, 20-22
· How much do I seek wisdom and instruction to guard my way?

· In what ways do I need to guard my way?  What instruction do I need to heed?

THURSDAY

Proverbs 16:18-19
· What warnings do these verses have for me?  

· Identify the areas of pride in my heart.  In what ways can pride lead to a downfall?

· What kind of person would find submission to God oppressive? 

· How can I seek to be lowly in spirit?  What truths about myself and about God do I need to remember that would cultivate a lowly spirit?

FRIDAY

Proverbs 16:23-24, 27-28

· What can I learn about the power of words through these verses?

· What guides my mouth?  Evaluate how I use my words.

· In what ways have I experienced words stirring up dissension or destroying relationships?  From what kind of attitude would such destructive words come?

· In what ways can I use my words to “promote instruction” or to bless and heal?

SATURDAY

Proverbs 16:25

· What is the way that seems right to man that leads to death in the end?

· How can I live with the end in mind?

Proverbs 16:29, 32

· What are the effects of temper and violence?

· How has my temper affected those around me?  In what areas do I need to exercise greater patience and control over my temper?

August 3 – August 9

Philemon

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

   To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the church that meets in your home:

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

 4I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. 7Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.
Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

 8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.

 12I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 15Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good— 16no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.

 17So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

 22And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.

 23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.

 25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

August 3 – August 9

Philemon – Commentary

vv.8-10  The situation of both Paul and Onesimus is all-important to the understanding of this section of the Epistle. Paul's circumstances are just as significant as those of Onesimus--a fact often overlooked by commentators. Because he is in prison, he cannot do the things a free man might do to help the slave. He can do little more than write a letter asking for clemency for his new-found brother and he can suggest that he hopes to visit the Lycus Valley soon to put additional pressure on Philemon. Under more usual circumstances, a free man could have assumed custody of a runaway slave after he had given guarantees of his return to the public officials, and he could have suggested that the slave be formally assigned to him for a time. This was not uncommon. […]


    Onesimus's status was the lowest that one could reach in the ancient world. Because he was a runaway slave, he was protected by no laws and he was subject to all manner of abuse. Fugitive slaves usually went to large cities, remote parts of the Roman state, or into unsettled areas. At this time, their capture and return was largely an informal arrangement between the owner and a provincial administrator. They were frequently beaten unmercifully or put to tasks in which their life expectancy was very short. […]


    Paul must have put Philemon in a precarious position indeed. In pleading for forgiveness and restitution for Onesimus without a punishment that was obvious to all, he was confronting the social and economic order head on. While he does not ask for manumission, even his request for clemency for Onesimus and hint of his assignment to Paul defied Roman tradition. By this plea Paul is also giving new dignity to the slave class. 

vv.12-16  Paul would have liked to keep Onesimus but he sends him back to Philemon, for he will do nothing without his consent. Here again is a significant thing. Christianity is not out to help a man escape his past and run away from it; it is out to enable him face his past and rise above it. Onesimus had run away. Well, then, he must go back, face up to the consequences of what he did, accept them and rise above them. Christianity is never escape; it is always conquest.

But Onesimus comes back with a difference. He went away as a heathen slave; he comes back as a brother in Christ. It is going to be hard for Philemon to regard a runaway slave as a brother; but that is exactly what Paul demands. ‘If you agree,’ says Paul, ‘that I am your partner in the work of Christ and that Onesimus is my son in the faith, you must receive him as you would receive myself.’

Here again is something very significant. The Christian must always welcome back the man who has made a mistake. Too often we regard the man who has taken the wrong turning with suspicion and show that we are never prepared to trust him again. We believe that God can forgive him but we, ourselves, find it too difficult. It has been said that the most uplifting thing about Jesus Christ is that he trust us on the very field of our defeat. When a man has made a mistake, the way back can be very hard, and God cannot readily forgive the man who, in his self-righteousness or lack of sympathy, makes it harder.

v.18  It is one of the laws of life that someone has to pay the price of sin. God can and does forgive, but not even he can free a man from the consequences of what he has done. It is the glory of the Christian faith that, just as Jesus Christ shouldered the sins of all men, so there are those who in love are prepared to help pay for the consequences of the sins of those who are dear to them. Christianity never entitled a man to default on his debts. Onesimus must have stolen from Philemon, as well as run away from him. If he had not helped himself to Philemon’s money, it is difficult to see how he could ever have covered the long road to Rome. Paul writes with his own hand that he will be responsible and will repay in full.

August 3 – August 9

Philemon – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Philemon 1:1-7

“Paul wrote this letter to Philemon, a believer in Colosse who, along with others, was a slave owner.  One of his slaves, Onesimus, had apparently stolen from him and then run away, which under Roman law was punishable by death.  But Onesimus met Paul and through his ministry became a Christian.  Now he was willing to return to his master, and Paul writes this personal appeal to ask that he be accepted as a Christian brother.”

· Reflect on the words “faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.”  Is this evident in my life?  

· How would actively sharing my faith lead to a “full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ”?  

· How have I personally experienced this?  

· How actively am I currently sharing my faith?

TUESDAY

Philemon 1:8-21

· What can I learn about spiritual leadership from the way Paul makes an appeal to Philemon?

· What is the role of spiritual leaders in a believer’s life and the formation of personal conviction?

WEDNESDAY
Philemon 1:10-11

“The word achrestos (“useless”) and achristos (“Christless”) would have been pronounced exactly the same. Onesimus was not useful before because he was without Christ! When he became a Christian, however, he became useful, euchrestos. Onesimus was not useful before because he was without Christ. But now that he is in Christ, he has become truly Onesimus, useful. Philemon’s slave returns as the slave of Christ, having found his true identity.”

· In what ways has Christ transformed my life to be useful?

· List all the ways in which Paul, Philemon and Onesimus were different from each other.  

· What do the relationships between Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus demonstrate about the gospel’s transcendence of human barriers?  How have I experienced this breaking of human barriers by the gospel? 
THURSDAY

Philemon 1:15-16

· What does Paul’s request to Philemon reveal about God’s understanding of relationships between His followers versus the world’s understanding of relationships between its people?

· Philemon lost a slave, but gained a brother eternally as a result.  What shift in perspective would Philemon have needed to embrace Onesimus as a brother?  

FRIDAY

Philemon 1:17-18

 “Again, Paul… makes his request as a partner and laces it with accounting terminology: “if he owes,” “charge it to me,” “I will pay.” Paul tries to forestall any possible unwillingness to receiving Onesimus back with open arms by incurring a debt of honor to make restitution for any wrong committed by Onesimus. This sweeping pledge is more than a rhetorical appeal “merely for the sake of argument.” Although Paul states the matter hypothetically, “if he has done you any wrong,” it is hypothetical “only in form.” Paul knows very well that Onesimus has wronged his master and may perhaps owe him a considerable sum of money.”

· What does Apostle Paul’s offer reveal about the effect of outstanding wrongs or issues to burden and strain relationships and reconciliation?

· What outstanding wrongs and issues do I have that burden or strain my relationships?  What can I do about this today?

SATURDAY

Philemon 1:19-24

· What does this passage say regarding the dynamics of Christian relationships?

· Who are “my fellow prisoner[s] in Christ” and “my fellow workers”?  What is the state of my relationship with them?

August 10 – August 16

Luke 12

Warnings and Encouragements 

1Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.

 4"I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

 8"I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. 9But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

 11"When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say."

The Parable of the Rich Fool

 13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."

 14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."

 16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'

 18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '

 20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'

 21"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

Do Not Worry

 22Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

 27"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

 32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Watchfulness

 35"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 39But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."

 41Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?"

 42The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.

 47"That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

Not Peace but Division

 49"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
Interpreting the Times

 54He said to the crowd: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'It's going to rain,' and it does. 55And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It's going to be hot,' and it is. 56Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don't know how to interpret this present time?

 57"Why don't you judge for yourselves what is right? 58As you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny."

August 10 – August 16

Luke 12 – Commentary

vv.2-3  The flat housetops would have provided the most conspicuous forum for shouting news to neighbors; they were in the open, as opposed to the inner rooms. The darkness of night was considered the easiest time to pass along secrets. In this context, 12:2–3 may either warn that one’s confession or denial of Christ will be reported by deceptive betrayers (12:1, 4–5) or that it will be reported at the judgment (12:4–10). The day of judgment would bring all deeds to light (cf., e.g., Is 29:15); the wicked would be ashamed and the righteous vindicated (e.g., Is 45:16–17).

vv.4-5  All Jewish readers would understand ‘the one who has authority to cast into hell’ as God, the judge, whose power the wise are respectfully to ‘fear.’

v.8  Acknowledges me before men. This ‘acknowledgment’ involves more than simply a verbal confession. It involves a witness of both word and deed, i.e., this public confession is to be accompanied by a life of obedience to God’s commandments. The Pharisees were criticized because their inner selves did not correspond to their outer profession. In contrast believers are challenged to integrate their outer and inner selves.

v.10  “…but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.”  Why is that the unforgivable sin? Because in such a state repentance is impossible. If a man does not even realize that he is sinning, if goodness no longer makes any appeal to him, he cannot repent. God has not shut him out; by his repeated refusals he has shut himself out. That means that the one man who can never have committed the unforgivable sin is the man who fears that he has; for once a man has committed it, he is so dead to God that he is conscious of no sin at all.

v.12  It tells us of the help of the Holy Spirit. In the fourth Gospel the favourite title of the Holy Spirit is the Paraclete. Parakletos means someone who stands by to help. It can be used of a witness, or an advocate to plead our cause. In the day of trouble there need be no fear, for no less a person than the Holy Spirit of God stands by to help.

vv.13-21  Luke next introduced an account unique to his Gospel. A question from the crowd (Luke 12:13) ties this passage to the preceding one and leads to Jesus’ teaching regarding possessions, and in particular on inheritance rights. Jesus rejected the role of arbiter between brothers. He did not come to reconcile such family disputes. On the contrary, his coming would at times divide families (12:51–53). What this individual needed was not some casuistic legal ruling by a religious teacher but a basic understanding of how possessions relate to the purpose of life. Who one is is far more important than what one possesses. The latter is outside a person; the former is within (11:37–54). Jesus also opposed the request because it arose from greed (11:39). Greed is to be rejected, for the meaning and purpose of life is not found in the accumulation of wealth and possessions (12:15; cf. 1 Tim 6:6–10).

vv.22-34  Having given a negative example of the principle in 12:15 in the parable of the rich fool (12:16–21), Luke provided a corrective to the believer’s relationship to possessions. What follows is material for the disciples, not for the crowds (cf. the introduction to the parallel material in Matt 5:1–2), for they alone know God as their Father (12:30, 32), are God’s flock (12:32), and possess the kingdom (12:32). The catchword that unites this section is the word ‘worry,’ which occurs in 12:22, 25–26. (The synonym in 12:29 is also translated ‘worry.’) Two other sections on possessions will follow in 16:1–31 and 18:18–30.[…]
Rather than worry about ‘things,’ believers should concentrate on the concerns of the kingdom. Having focused their prayers on God’s kingdom, disciples should with singleness of mind focus their wills upon it as well (12:31a). God will provide the basic needs (12:31b).

Luke then added a word of encouragement (12:32; cf. John 21:15–17): they are God’s ‘little flock.’ Although insignificant to the world, they are nevertheless cherished by God. This is followed by a final exhortation to sell their possessions and give to the poor (Luke 12:33) and a proverb that summarizes the problem caused by the accumulation of possessions (12:34). Human desires and longings will be focused on the place where the person’s possessions are concentrated. Death either unites people with their heavenly treasures, which can never be taken away, or deprives them of everything (12:20–21).

vv.35-48  At this point Jesus’ teaching changes focus from earthly possessions (12:13–34) to watchfulness with respect to the parousia [the second coming]. Three parables or similitudes on vigilance follow: the watching servants (12:36–38), the watchful householder (12:39–40), and the servant in authority (12:42–48).  Watchfulness and faithfulness with one’s possessions were not unrelated for Luke, in that true watchfulness, or living in readiness for the parousia, consisted in laying up treasure in heaven rather than on earth.[…]
Some have argued that these three similitudes refer to what happens at death (cf. 12:20). Although there is a sense in which these three parables are quite applicable with respect to death, Luke’s main point involves the parousia or coming of the Son of Man. This is clear from the use of the image of the thief coming in the middle of the night, a well-known image for the parousia, from the explicit reference to the coming of the Son of Man in 12:40, and from the placement of these materials in Matthew’s great eschatological discourse (Matt 24:45–51). Whatever these similitudes meant in their original setting, in Luke’s situation (and in Matthew’s) they were clearly understood as references to the parousia.

v.46  The punishment of ‘cutting in pieces’ is attested elsewhere in an earlier period in the pagan Greek East; Luke’s readers, who would view themselves as more civilized, would no doubt find this detail horrifying. Taken literally, the subsequent banishment with unbelievers could mean that he was deprived of decent burial; but in the parable it especially points to the Jewish doctrine of hell for idolaters.

vv.47-48  Some ancient laws viewed slaves as persons; other laws viewed them as property. Although masters were allowed to beat slaves (as they also generally beat their children), it was in their economic interests not to do so often or severely. A major flogging (12:47), execution and disfigurement of the corpse (12:46) reflect the severity of the crime; a master legally had the power of life and death over his slaves. The parable indicates that greater knowledge brings greater responsibility (see Lev 26:18; Amos 3:1–2).

v.49  In Jewish thought fire is almost always the symbol of judgment. So, then, Jesus regarded the coming of his kingdom as a time of judgment. The Jews firmly believed that God would judge other nations by one standard and themselves by another; that the very fact that a man was a Jew would be enough to absolve him. However much we may wish to eliminate the element of judgment from the message of Jesus it remains stubbornly and unalterably there.

v.50  I have a baptism. Whereas the metaphor of fire ‘sets forth the result of His coming as it affects the world … [the metaphor of baptism does so] as it affects Himself.’ The term ‘baptism’ is used in Greek literature to describe being overwhelmed with catastrophe. Yet the key for understanding this metaphor is found in the parallel in Mark 10:38–39. Here ‘baptism’ forms a parallelism with the ‘cup’ Jesus was to drink and refers to Jesus’ passion and death.  That this image is found in two different Gospels indicates that it was well-known and that the early church would have understood both Jesus’ baptism and drinking the cup as references to his death.

v.51  The purpose of Jesus’ coming was to divide God’s people from the unrepentant. In apocalyptic literature such a division formed an integral part of the coming of God’s kingdom. Elsewhere in Luke, Jesus’ coming is described as bringing peace,  but at the same time it brought the rise of some and the fall of others (2:34), as illustrated in the next two verses.   The Matthean parallel (10:34) reads ‘not … peace, but a sword’ and is no doubt closer to Jesus’ words, though Luke’s ‘division’ conveys his sense well.

August 10 – August 16

Luke 12 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Luke 12:1-7

· In what way is hypocrisy like yeast?

· What is the relationship between hypocrisy and fear?

Luke 12:6-7, 11
· What is the picture of God presented in this passage?

· What is the basis upon which Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid”?

· In what ways will proper fear of God deliver me from hypocrisy, and all other fears?
Luke 12:8-12

· Reflect on the importance this passage places on publicly acknowledging Jesus.  In what ways can I better acknowledge Jesus before men?  

· What is the role of the Holy Spirit when I am called upon to take a stance for Christ before potentially hostile audiences?

· How do these verses give me assurance?

TUESDAY

Luke 12:13-21

· If a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions, what does it consist of?
· What about the rich man’s worldview is revealed in the text?

· Count the number of times the words “I” and “my” appear in this passage.  What does this reveal about this man?
· What was missing in this man’s planning?
· What label would our world have on this man?  Why is this man finally called a “fool”?

· In what ways am I focused on storing up things for myself?  How does this prevent me from being rich towards God?

WEDNESDAY

Luke 12:22-34

· In what ways is life more than food and the body more than clothes?
· How does Jesus’ statement challenge my view of what life is all about?
· According to this passage, what truths about God and about life make worrying foolish?

· List out my sources of worry and surrender these worries to God.

· What fears drive me to store up treasures on earth?

· Reflect on the words “your father.”  What is the relationship between trusting God as my Father and seeking his kingdom, and laying up treasures in heaven?

· Where is my treasure? 

THURSDAY

Luke 12:35-40

· What relevance for life is there from the fact that the return of the Son of Man is unknown?

· What is surprising about the master’s reward for the servant/manager who is ready when returns?

· What does this response reveal about his heart?

· What attitude would a servant who is ready have towards the Master’s return?

Luke 12:41-46

· What is the master’s expectation for the servant?

· As he was saying to himself, “my master is taking a long time in coming,” what might have been the unfaithful servant’s thinking? 

· What human attitude about consequences is illustrated here?

· What was the crucial mistake of the unfaithful servant?

· In what ways could I be making the same mistake?

FRIDAY

Luke 12:47-48

· What was the reason for the different degrees of punishment that the servants received in v. 47 and v. 48?

· What warning does this parable provide for all those who deliberately remain ignorant?

· Why is the master so harsh towards those who have been entrusted with much?

· Out of the 3 characters represented in this parable – servant/manager, menservants/maidservants, unbelievers, who is in the most privileged position?  Why?  

· Which character do I identify with?  

· What has God entrusted me with?  

· How have I been responsible with this privilege?

· What is the cost when I fail to fulfill my responsibility?

· What is my attitude towards my Master’s return?  How is this reflected in my life?

SATURDAY

Luke 12:49-53

· What kind of peace does Jesus refer to in v.51?
· Reflect on the close relationships listed here which Jesus says will be divided because of him.  How might this have happened during Jesus’ days and the early church?  How might this sort of division happen today?  Have I embraced the absolute priority of Jesus’ claim upon my life?

· What kind of divisions do I experience between me and the unbelieving world? 

Luke 12:54-56

· In what ways am I more attuned to interpreting insignificant things, while not interpreting the present time?

· What are some characteristics of the present time?

Luke 12:57-59

· If going before the judge refers to the final judgment at the end of one’s life, what does being “reconciled to the adversary on the way” refer to?
· What message is in this passage, and in the Rich Fool story, regarding the issues of time, urgency, and priorities of life?
August 17 – August 23

Luke 13

Repent or Perish

 1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."

 6Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?'

 8" 'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' "

A Crippled Woman Healed on the Sabbath

 10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.

 14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath."

 15The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"

 17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast

 18Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."

 20Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."

The Narrow Door

 22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?"

   He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' 

       "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.'

 26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'

 27"But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!'

 28"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last."

Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem

 31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you."

 32He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!

 34"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"

August 17 – August 23

Luke 13 – Commentary

v.1  Blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. They were killed as they were sacrificing.
 

As in most cultures, in ancient Judaism, when something bad happened to someone, people wondered what the person had done wrong. Pilate’s cruelty here fits the sort of conflicts he had with the Jewish community and the presence of Galilean pilgrims at the holy days celebrated in Jerusalem.

v.4  The ‘tower in Siloam’ may have been on Jerusalem’s city wall above the pool of Siloam; it may have been associated with Pilate’s construction of an improved water-supply system for the city.

vv.3-9  Jesus’ response to the story was to contradict the orthodox Jewish belief that the greatness of the calamity suffered by these people indicated that they were unusually wicked sinners. It would be equally foolish to say that people accidentally crushed to death by falling masonry were exceptionally sinful. (This incident, too, was not important enough to get into a history book.) Rather, the Jewish nation as a whole was sinful in God’s sight, and its members would all suffer the fate of sinners if they did not repent.

The situation of the nation was like that of a tree that produced no fruit. It was fit only for destruction, and the ground which it occupied could then be used for a healthy tree. But just as the owner was prepared to feed it and give it another chance, so God was prepared to allow Israel an opportunity for repentance. If the people failed to respond, their fate would be their own responsibility. The servant in the parable may represent Jesus as an advocate to God for undeserving Israel.

vv.10-17  This is the last time we ever hear of Jesus being in a synagogue. It is clear that by this time the authorities were watching his every action and waiting to pounce upon him whenever they got the chance. Jesus healed a woman who for eighteen years had not been able to straighten her bent body; and then the president of the synagogue intervened. He had not even the courage to speak directly to Jesus. He addressed his protest to the waiting people, although it was meant for Jesus. Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; technically healing was work; and, therefore he had broken the Sabbath. But he answered his opponents out of their own law. The Rabbis abhorred cruelty to dumb animals and, even on the Sabbath, it was perfectly legal to loose beasts from their stalls and water them. Jesus demanded, ‘If you can loose a beast from a stall and water him on the Sabbath day, surely it is right in the sight of God to loose this poor woman from her infirmity. […] The president of the synagogue and those like him were people who loved systems more than people. They were more concerned that their own petty little laws should be observed than that a woman should be helped.

vv.18-21  These two parables are here connected with the coming of God’s saving rule in Jesus. They contain the promise that God’s work would come to a glorious fulfilment, no matter how small its beginnings seemed to be. Just as a mustard seed grows to tree-like proportions and a small amount of yeast permeates a large amount of dough and makes it expand, so what begins as a small influence will increase and spread widely.

vv.22-30  The mention of Jerusalem—where Jesus was to be crucified—gives an abrupt reminder of the context of Jesus’ teaching. Would many people be saved, i.e. enter the kingdom of God? The orthodox answer was that all Jews, except for notorious sinners and heretics, would find entry. But some Jewish groups limited the number to those who were truly religious according to their own rules. Jesus refused to speculate. It is much more important, he said, to ensure that one gets in personally. The kingdom is like a house with a narrow door offering limited admission. It is shut when the feast begins (Mt. 25:10), and then it will be too late to get in. It will be no use claiming to know Jesus if there has been no previous response to his message. There will be no question of automatic admission for anybody. Some Jews will be excluded, and in their place will be found Gentiles from all over the world alongside the saintly people of OT times. Those who thought that they ought to be first will find themselves placed last. Once again the lesson of the need for repentance (chs. 12 and 13) is emphasized: salvation and judgment cannot be separated from one another.

v.31  Herod Antipas had considerably more authority in Galilee than the priestly aristocracy did in Jerusalem; he had executed John and could do the same with Jesus. If, however, Jesus leaves Antipas’s jurisdiction (as the well-meaning Pharisees here warn him to do), he will be safe.

v.32  Calling someone a ‘fox’ in antiquity would not necessarily imply that the person is sly; instead, it could portray the person as worthless, slanderous, treacherous or (often) cunning in an unprincipled manner. Thus Jesus here does not offer Herod a backhanded compliment (cf. Ezek 13:4). Perhaps more to the point, foxes also would prey on hens (v. 34) when they got the chance.

v.33  In the Old Testament some prophets were martyred, and Jewish tradition applied this fate to many other prophets as well. Jesus plays on this tradition; in several days he will enter the city that had murdered the most prophets (i.e., he is going to die soon, with or without Herod’s help). Although the martyrdom of prophets matched Jewish tradition, that Jerusalem is the most appropriate site for it would shock many Jewish listeners, because most Jews except the Essenes considered Jerusalem the center of Jewish piety.

August 17 – August 23

Luke 13 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Luke 13:1-5
· What false notion was Jesus addressing by asking the two rhetorical questions about the victims of these tragic events?

· Why might the crowd have thought that they were exempt from the need to repent?
Luke 13:6-9

· What is frustrating about this fig tree, and in what ways is this a picture of sinful man?

· Why was the owner’s reaction to the fruitlessness of the fig tree appropriate?
· The gardener represents Jesus who pleads on our behalf to give us grace.  In what ways have I experienced this kind of mercy and grace of the Gardener?
· According to this parable, what would repentance look like?
TUESDAY

Luke 13:10-17

· Reflect on Jesus’ compassion on this woman who was crippled for 18 years.  What hope is there for areas of my life that I find crippled in some way? 
· What is surprising about the synagogue ruler’s response to the healing? 
· The synagogue ruler’s anger revealed his hypocrisy.  What would be revealed about me from closely observing what I get angry about?  

· Is there a relationship between what angers me and what “cripples” my heart from functioning as God intended?

WEDNESDAY

Luke 13:18-21 
· What is the similarity between the mustard seed and the yeast? 

· What is the significance of Jesus using these two items—yeast and mustard seed—as pictures of the operation of the Kingdom of God?

· Starting from the mustard seed-like beginning of Jesus’ life, how has the kingdom of God advanced over the past 2000 years?

· In what ways have I personally experienced this “mustard seed/yeast” effect of the kingdom of God in my life?  

THURSDAY

Luke 13:22-24

· What is the significance of Jesus referring to the way of salvation as “the narrow door”?

· Why would salvation be a narrow way? 

· What effort do I need to make to enter through the narrow door?  

FRIDAY

Luke 13:25-30

· According to vv.26-27, who are the people that try to enter but will not be able to?  

· Why were the people in the parable surprised by the fact that the owner would not open the door for them?  

· Reflect on the words “I don’t know you …”  How would it be possible for people to claim to know Jesus (“we ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets”), but Jesus not know them?  What message is here about properly relating to Jesus?

· To Jesus’ audience who believed that only Jews could enter the kingdom of God, what would be their response to what Jesus said in v.29?  

· Who are the “last who will be first” and who are the “first who will be last” in v.30?  

· What would be the reason for this unexpected ending?  

· What warning do I need to personalize from this parable?  

SATURDAY

Luke 13:31-35

· What was the goal that Jesus said he must reach?  
· What goal does God have for me as a follower of Jesus?  
· What kind of goals do I have for my life?  How do they differ from the goal God has for me?      
· What kind of heart and emotions does Jesus express through his lament?
· Who are the “prophets” sent to me today? 
· Do I resist Jesus’ longing to gather me under his wings?  What are my reasons for resistance?  
August 24 – August 30

Luke 14

Jesus at a Pharisee’s House

 1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 2There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" 4But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away.

 5Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?" 6And they had nothing to say.

 7When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8"When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 10But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

 12Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

The Parable of the Great Banquet

 15When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God."

 16Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'

 18"But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.'

 19"Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'

 20"Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'

 21"The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'

 22" 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'

 23"Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.' "

The Cost of Being a Disciple

 25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

 28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'

 31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

 34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

       "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

August 24 – August 30

Luke 14 – Commentary

vv.1-6  A meal after the synagogue service on the Sabbath provided an opportunity for teaching in which Jesus made use of the imagery of a banquet. First, however, he healed a man suffering from dropsy (a swelling of parts of the body due to fluid collecting in the tissues). The miracle aroused the anger of a suspicious and hostile audience because it was performed on the Sabbath. Jesus claimed that his action was no different in principle from rescuing an animal which had fallen into a pit.” 
 

The most amazing thing about the scribes and Pharisees is their staggering lack of a sense of proportion. They would go to endless trouble to formulate and to obey their petty rules and regulations; and yet they counted it a sin to ease a sufferer’s pain on the Sabbath day.

vv.7-11  Places of honour. Jesus’ teaching here to guests is not simply good advice on a social level, as in Pr. 25:6–7. As a parable it has a spiritual significance. A wedding feast was a recognized symbol for the kingdom of God and heavenly bliss (15). The parable is based on the practice of seating guests at table by rank and distinction. The more important guests would arrive last, and an unwary early arrival might have to be moved to a lower place so as to accommodate them. Far better to adopt a position of modesty and wait to be invited to a better seat. For God exalts the humble and debases the proud. (The passive verbs will be humbled/exalted in v.11 are used when God is the active subject.) Jesus is not, of course, commending the hypocritical attitude which deliberately takes a lower place in order to be publicly exalted later.

v.14  Judaism taught that the righteous would ultimately be rewarded at the resurrection of the dead; here Jesus applies this truth to distribution of resources. That God repaid those who helped the poor was already taught in Old Testament (Prov 19:17).

vv.15-24  In the parable the invited guests made their excuses and men’s excuses do not differ so very much to-day.

(i) The first man said that he had bought a field and was going to see it. He allowed the claims of business to usurp the claims of God. It is still possible for a man to be so immersed in this world that he has no time to worship, and even no time to pray.

(ii) The second man said that he had bought five yoke of oxen and that he was going to try them out. He let the claims of novelty usurp the claims of Christ. It often happens that when people enter into new possessions they become so taken up with them that the claims of worship and of God get crowded out. People have been known to acquire a motor car and then to say, ‘We used to go to church on a Sunday, but now we go off to the country for the day.’ It is perilously easy for a new game, a new hobby, even a new friendship, to take up even the time that should be kept for God.

(iii) The third man said, with even more finality than the others, ‘I have married a wife, and I cannot come.’ One of the wonderful merciful laws of the Old Testament laid it down, ‘when a man is newly married, he shall not go out with the army or be charged with any business; he shall be free at home one year, to be happy with his wife whom he has taken.’ (Deuteronomy 24:5.) No doubt that very law was in this man’s mind. It is one of the tragedies of life when good things crowd out the claims of God. There is no lovelier thing than a home and yet a home was never meant to be used selfishly. They live best together who live with God; they serve each other best who also serve their fellow-men; the atmosphere of a home is most lovely when those who dwell within it remember that they are also members of the great family and household of God.

v.26 Following Jesus involves ‘hating’ one’s family and even one’s life (14:26). Over the centuries this verse has caused great despair and confusion. Clearly Jesus, who summarized all God’s commandments as loving God and one’s neighbor (10:27–28), could not here have been demanding blind, raging hatred of one’s family. […] Being Jesus’ disciple entails primary allegiance to Jesus. No one and no thing can usurp his supreme position. Even as God is to be loved supremely, with no other god or thing taking priority over him, so too Jesus takes priority even over family. The absolute nature of this demand should not be overlooked.

v.33  The Essenes devoted all their property to the community; some radical Greek philosophers espoused the same kind of teaching. But the rest of early Judaism and, even more, Greco-Roman society at large rejected such fanaticism; Judaism stressed giving to charity but not divestiture of possessions. Jesus’ disciples did not become propertyless but shared all that they had (Acts 2:44–45; cf. comment on 12:12). Nevertheless, Jesus would sound like one of the radical teachers, because he claims that anyone who values possessions more than people—and so holds onto them rather than meeting known needs—is not being his disciple.

vv.34-35  Jesus uses salt as a symbol of the Christian life. What, then, are its essential qualities? In Palestine it had three characteristic uses.

(i) Salt was used as a preservative. It is the earliest of all preservatives. The Greeks used to say that salt could put a new soul into dead things. Without salt a thing putrefied and went bad; with it its freshness was preserved. That means that true Christianity must act as a preservative against the corruption of the world. The individual Christian must be the conscience of his fellows; and the church the conscience of the nation. The Christian must be such that in his presence no doubtful language will be used, no questionable stories told, no dishonourable action suggested. He must be like a cleansing antiseptic in the circle in which he moves. The church must fearlessly speak against all evils and support all good causes. She must never hold her peace through fear or favour of men.

(ii) Salt was used as a flavouring. Food, without salt, can be revoltingly insipid. The Christian, then, must be the man who brings flavour into life. The Christianity which acts like a shadow of gloom and a wet blanket is no true Christianity. The Christian is the man who, by his courage, his hope, his cheerfulness and his kindness brings a new flavour into life.

(iii) Salt was used on the land. It was used to make it easier for all good things to grow. The Christian must be such that he makes it easier for people to be good and harder to be bad. We all know people in whose company there are certain things we would not and could not do; and equally we all know people in whose company we might well stoop to things which by ourselves we would not do. There are fine souls in whose company it is easier to be brave and cheerful and good. The Christian must carry with him a breath of heaven in which the fine things flourish and the evil things shrivel up.

That is the function of the Christian; if he fails in his function there is no good reason why he should exist at all; and we have already seen that in the economy of God uselessness invites disaster. He who has an ear to hear, let him hear.

August 24 – August 30

Luke 14 – DT Reflection Questions

MONDAY

Luke 14:1-6  

· Why was Jesus being carefully watched?  The Pharisees criticized Jesus from the one angle of their Sabbath regulation and therefore missed so much of who Jesus was.  What does this show about the potentially blinding effect of a misplaced critical attitude?

Is there some small issue over which I am being similarly critical?

· The Pharisees and experts in the law use a man suffering from dropsy to scrutinize Jesus.  What does this reveal about them?   

· What did the Pharisees and experts in the law maintain by not answering Jesus’ questions?  What did they forfeit by their silence?  

· Are there ways in which I am like the Pharisees here, refusing to engage in honesty, when I am confronted with some failing on my part?  What am I trying to maintain through my silence?  What am I forfeiting by my silence?  
TUESDAY

Luke 14:7-11 

· What authority does the “host” have over the guests?

· Who does the “host” represent in this parable?  

· What kind of person would voluntarily take the lowest place?  

· How is the scene of the guests vying for the place of honor at the table a portrait of what happens in many social settings in our world? 

· How much do I value status and reputation?  How is this manifested in the way I relate to people around me?  

WEDNESDAY

Luke 14:12-14  

· Contrast Jesus’ teaching to do good to those who cannot repay you with the “I scratch your back, and you scratch mine” mentality of the world.  

· Who are “the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind” that God is asking me to take care of?

· Reflect on the promise of being “repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  What would characterize my life if I more firmly embraced this promise?

THURSDAY
Luke 14:15-24

“In Jesus’ day when you invited guests to a dinner, you told them the day but not the exact hour of the meal.  Each of the guests in this parable had already agreed to attend the banquet.  The host expected them to be there.” 

· What did these people who did not come to the banquet gain?  

· What did they lose?

· What is the main difference between the first group of people that declined and the second group of people that responded to the invitation?

· Each of the ones who refused the banquet did so because of good things that happened in their lives.  Each had experienced success of some sort.  Why did Jesus tell the parable this way?  In other words, what is the significance of the fact that those who refused the banquet did not refuse to go because they were engaged in some evil activity, but because they were caught up in the good things of life?  How does this challenge my notions of the true meaning of success?

· What are the good things in my life that are getting in the way of the best, that make it difficult for me to accept God’s invitation?

FRIDAY

Luke 14:25-27

· Reflect on the fact that affection for one’s nearest and dearest must never be allowed to compete with the disciple’s love and commitment to Jesus.  What are some circumstances of following Jesus in which I must deny the claims of all earthly ties?

· What does it mean to “hate” his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters - even his own life?

· What lessons can I learn from the Parable of the Great Banquet about why Jesus asks for such radical commitment?

SATURDAY

Luke 14:28-34

· What’s tragic about not being able to finish the tower? 

· Jesus does not hide the cost of discipleship.  Why does he tell the crowd to count the cost of following Him before they follow?  

· Compare the salt that loses its saltiness and the fellow who began to build but was not able to finish in v.30. What warning does this provide for those who claim to be a disciple of Christ but have not counted the cost?  What would such a person’s life result in?

· Every Christian is by definition a disciple of Christ (cf. Acts 11:26).  Three times, Jesus says, “You cannot be my disciple.” What does this reveal about the nature of being a disciple of Jesus?

· Have I counted the cost of following Christ? 

· What cost have I paid since following Christ?

· Is following Christ worth the cost?

· What is the cost of not following Christ?

· What have I gained in Christ?
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